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The better you know people, 
The more you will understand them, 
And the more you will like them.

—Georges P. Vanier

In memory of Peter Gary Van Ryswyk 
(September 3, 1960 – March 26, 1979) – 
my cousin and friend whose untimely 
death ended a young life of hard work 
and sincere faith in God. This book is 
dedicated to all immigrants and their 
children, like Peter, who make us all 
better and who help pay the taxes that 
allow students the luxury of a higher 
education.
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1

Introduction

The life of Senator John Macdonald is a rags-to-riches history of 
a self-made man. To the people who met him in passing, he may have 
appeared as a very wealthy, self-centred man but in fact his Victorian 
exterior disguised his underlying reason for living — his Methodist 
beliefs. He was a successful wholesaler, an active church promoter, a poli-
tician during the formation of our Dominion, organizer and financial  
supporter of the YMCA, Toronto General Hospital and Victoria College, 
a poet and a well travelled, worldly gentleman.

As a converted Methodist he took the belief of high Christian principles, 
hard work, sobriety and honesty for granted. Rather than a “life and times” 
biography, this book of Macdonald’s life will revolve around what Michael 
Bliss sees as the two characteristics of such Methodists: their capitalist 
ideal of self-denial in the present to invest in the future; and secondly, their 
attempt to follow perfect patterns of living relative to their personal habits, 
to the perfecting of business organization and to the performance of their 
social services.2

We will look at specific ways in which this young immigrant made us bet-
ter individually and as a city and a country. How can someone who died 
more than 120 years ago still make that kind of a difference? His foresight 
provided us with institutions that we participate in every day or that we 
benefit from every day. He was only one man yet provided a role model 
for generations to come. His writing is not modern but his message is as 
important and valid now as it was then.

One does not need to be a Methodist or even religious to learn from this 
young Scotsman who transformed his life and that of his city through a 
relatively short life. Toronto historian Donald Jones wrote of him:

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   1 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[2] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

…for those who have often wondered how Toronto got its name of 
“Toronto the Good,” no story ever answered the question better than 
the story of this man who became one of Toronto’s most colorful Bible-
preaching millionaires.3

Although direct in approach, this perspective of looking at John Macdonald 
leads to many questions: why does an avowed Presbyterian convert to 
Methodism; how did John’s upbringing accentuate this rigid belief; how 
are the characteristics of self-denial and perfect patterns of living visibly 
reflected in his work, church relations, family life, charitable works, his 
politics and his writing?

Each chapter will reveal how his personality answers these and other ques-
tions. His youth spent with his father, his education, the small incidents 
that led to his system of business success, will all demonstrate how his 
sense of piety and religious duty were the essence of his nature.

For me, this biography is an experiment in research and writing. Although 
I spent eight months in 1978-79 looking at Senator Macdonald’s portrait of 
no-nonsense, Gaelic features (see photo on page 104) and studying his life, 
I did not live long enough with the spirit and intimacy of his character to 
form definite impressions of his personality other than to make educated 
generalizations. So often a biography leaves us with the feeling that we 
have read a fictional novel about an interesting but unreal character. The 
following biography is of a real human being who walked the same streets 
of Toronto as we do. A person, like us, who experienced personal crises, ill-
ness, joys of travel and success and lived long enough to complete his ‘duty’ 
to the people of Toronto and Canada. 

When reading this biography, imagine John Macdonald sitting across 
from you playing a hearty game of chess as he used to do with our Father 
of Confederation, George Brown4 and available to answer your questions 
about nineteenth century Toronto and his life in it. You may be surprised 
to find that Toronto at that time is not so distant a place as we imagine.

This book is the second part of a trilogy of Macdonald biographies that I 
hope will exist one day. Rev. Hugh Johnston and his book A Merchant Prince 
was the first. It gave an early examination and evaluation of Macdonald’s 
life as it was completed a few years after his death by his friend who had 
access to all of Macdonald’s journals, papers and to Macdonald’s family 
who supported the work. I reference primary sources in his book often as 
it is our only link to much of that lost material. 
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This second biography builds upon Johnston’s work adding some context as 
well as unpublished photos from Macdonald’s descendants. Part three will 
be a more definitive biography that I hope another historian or Macdonald 
descendant will more fully research and write one day. 

note: Several of the lengthy appendices would not typically appear in a 
published book. For example, Appendix 4 on the next generations is based 
on some of the original research I did in 1978-79 and will be lost if not 
recorded somewhere. I have chosen to record it here. As well two of the 
Senator’s works are reprinted here, as they are long out of print. It is impor-
tant to preserve these documents together with the Senator’s biography as 
they represent the best of what John Macdonald wanted to teach. 
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5

chapter 1

Scottish Childhood

The childhood shows the man, 
As morning shows the day.5

On December 27, 1824 John Macdonald was born to Elizabeth Neilson 
Macdonald and Corporal John Macdonald of the 93rd Sutherland 
Highlander Regiment stationed in Perth, Scotland.

John’s father was promoted to Sergeant in 1827 and was “a man respected 
by the whole regiment for his faithful discharge of the important duties 
entrusted him.”6 He was of light complexion, grey eyes, fair hair and about 
five feet and four inches. A Highlander by birth (native of Invernesshire) 
his environment made him as all Highlanders, “frugal, thrifty, [shrewd, 
wise] and industrious.”7

The Highlands around Perth had the softness of the lower lands with the 
gentle hill-slopes and river valleys; the pasture lands dotted with herds of 
cattle; gardens and orchards within farmlands and woods — and the bold 
picturesque and rugged scenery of mountains scattered with retired glens, 
green patches and purple heather.

Within this scenery the 93rd was stationed. John’s father was army tough 
with an iron will. Army life did not allow the use of luxuries and disci-
pline was the order of the day. When John was still a baby the Regiment 
was performing in a military tattoo during which he was placed on an 
old gun carriage to rest. The sound of the twenty-one gun salute naturally 
frightened the boy and he began to cry loudly. His father in full military 
tartan uniform walked sternly over to his little son and bellowed before the 
crowd, “Hush your noise, sir!”8

John’s mother gave him the other side of army life. She was from Aberdeen 
and was above the medium height, with large expressive eyes. She was 
of a gentle and sedate manner and had a sweet voice and superior mind. 
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[6] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

She was his trusted friend and he almost worshipped her. She taught him 
virtue, truth, the Presbyterian religion and to her influence can be traced 
some of John’s principal traits of honour and truth. She was a wonderful 
singer and taught him all of the favourite Scottish airs.9 She showed him 
how to pray and to read his Bible. Her presence balanced off the “sterling 
metal” of his father10, as well as the presence of his paternal grandmother, 
Jessie Fraser, after whom he named his first girl.11

The 93rd Sutherland Regiment was formed in 1800 and was distinguished 
for its religious character. It was perhaps the most Highland of the 
Highland Regiments and its impression on the young John would con-
tinue throughout his career. In 1831 the Regiment (and their families) were 
sent to patrol St. Lucia, then Dominica and finally Barbados. On their 
return in October, 1834 they were presented new colours by the Duke of 
Wellington in the county Canterbury before a crowd of 10,000 people. 
The regiment appeared soldier-like and orderly while the Duke spoke. He 
emphasized that the Regiment “enforce the observance of the rules of dis-
cipline, subordination and good order if [they meant] to be efficient....” 
John Macdonald would follow this advice himself throughout his career.

After the ceremony, at which John’s father was the Colour Sergeant, John 
joined the 700 non-commissioned officers, privates, wives and children for 
an excellent meal of roast beef and plum pudding (with an allowance of 
beer).12 All in all, it must have been quite an exciting day for the ten-year-
old lad.

The following spring of ’35 the Regiment was moved to Daventy Barracks in 
Northamptonshire where John met his first teacher — the young Sergeant 
Nimmo. In a letter dated 1892, two years after John’s death, the now Reverend 
David Nimmo describes his eighteen months of tutoring John:

Almost immediately on entering upon my work my attention was 
arrested by the appearance of John Macdonald. He was slender of 
frame and short of stature for his age. He had a sickly cast of face, 
and appeared to have lived for some time in a tropical climate. His 
countenance was earnestly serious. The frivolity of boyhood was not 
in him. Had he possessed more of boyish sportiveness, his subse-
quent health would have been better and his life longer. His gravity 
was that of manhood rather than of boyhood. Such was the impres-
sion made on me at my first interview — an impression which 
deepened in my after-intercourse with him.
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Scottish Childhood [7]

In teaching him I found mental powers that placed him abreast of 
the foremost boy in the school. In soundness of judgement he was 
older than his years. I had ample opportunities of testing this, as he 
was frequently in my company. He was a daily visitor in my room 
and very often accompanied me in my walks. He attached himself 
to me, and was spoken of by the people as my shadow.

We discussed politics, theology, the different religious sects, the past 
history of our race and its future prospects, and I dare say often 
“rushed in where angels fear to tread.”13

The letter continues by referring to John’s deep religious convictions and 
how he encouraged the other children and adults to express their beliefs 
more zealously. Of those years John wrote in 1868, “. . . I am deeply indebted 
[to him] for leading me, as a boy of twelve to the knowledge of Christ.”14

In the fall of 1836, the Regiment began its yearlong trip through Dublin, 
Newry, Belfast and finally to Cork. In December of that year the 
Commander received his travelling orders to Canada “to quell [the] seri-
ous insurrection which threatened the British power in that colony.”15 As 
it turned out, the Regiment had little direct contact with the rebels of the 
Upper and Lower Canada rebellions.

There is little recorded information on this period or, in fact, of John’s early 
childhood. Just before the trip to Canada, John’s baby brother Alexander 
was born but there is practically no mention of him until he joins his 
brother’s wholesale firm in Toronto. There is insufficient evidence to draw 
on for an analysis of John Macdonald’s character at the age of thirteen 
except those judgements given by Rev. Nimmo. However, just before the 
trip to Canada, an event occurred which would change his life.

His mother died of cholera in early January. It was to be the first of at 
least three painful deaths in his life. His undying love for his mother was 
expressed when he returned to Ireland early in his business career to put 
a stained glass window of the “Raising of Lazarus” in the famous Church 
of St. Anne Shandon in Cork City, County Cork where she was buried.16
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3-5.  The 3 photos are of 
the Church of St. 
Anne Shandon where 
Macdonald donated a 
window of the “Raising 
of Lazarus” in honour of 
his mother. She is bur-
ied somewhere in their 
cemetery. The caption 
on the window reads: To 
the glory of God this win-
dow is placed here by John 
Macdonald Oaklands 
Toronto Canada in loving 
remembrance of his mother 
Elizabeth Macdonald 
who died December A.D. 
1837 and is interred in the 
churchyard of this church.17 
[DMC]
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John’s loss of his mother could not slow the Regiment down, and they 
left on January 23rd. According to his friend Rev. Johnston, Macdonald’s 
memory of his mother “always came back to him in a sort of celestial radi-
ance and it exerted a mellowing influence upon his home-life.”18 Although 
exaggerated, the point is clear that her loss at this tender age was a crush-
ing and an everlasting blow for the young Scottish immigrant.
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chapter 2

Apprenticeship, Conversion  
and jamaican trip

I heard a sea break o’er the ship 
That roused me from my sleep, 
As if some mighty thunder-peal 
Had sent the vessel to her keel, 
And caused her oak-built frame to reel 
And founder in the deep; 
Even now I think I hear the cries 
That rose that night and pierced the skies.19

John Macdonald’s words above sum up the wretched six-week voyage 
to Halifax on the frigate Pique. After a period of settling in, John attended 
the Dalhousie College for eight months until the Regiment was trans-
ferred to Toronto where he studied at the prestigious Bay Street Academy. 
The headmaster was Mr. John Boyd (father of Ontario’s chancellor in the 
1890s). John was taught to develop systematic problem solving and the 
quickening of intelligence. He was an “active, alert, thoughtful young fellow 
with a practical turn of mind, full of enthusiasm and not easily daunted.” 
While at school he lived with his father where “every misconduct met with 
cruel punishment” and the birch switch was not neglected at school either. 
He enjoyed his spare time at old Fort York but he was neither boyish nor 
active in the physical sense and, therefore, missed playing with the other 
children.20 On graduation from the school he received the medal for clas-
sics and other academic prizes.21

It was natural at this time for children to leave their homes at the age of 
fifteen or sixteen to live in with another family or within a Company to 
develop their semi-autonomous character.22 Before leaving home, John’s 
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[12] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

father gave him eight dollars that he used to buy a four-dollar chain. He 
traded the chain for an old watch and two dollars. He then sold the watch 
for $12.00 to a lumberjack who took the watch but didn’t pay the money. 
John received his first lesson in speculation and one he would not soon 
forget.23

Reverend Leach of St. Andrew Church arranged for John to get an 
apprenticeship at C. & J. Macdonald Company in Gananoque24 after fail-
ing to obtain work for him at two well known Toronto establishments.25 
He stayed with this firm for two years and worked alongside other junior 
clerks such as J.J.C. Abbott (later Prime Minister of Canada) and John 
Bell (Solicitor of the Grand Trunk Railway).26

While at this position, John lost some of his religious zeal due to the influ-
ence of the “prayerless young men” there. His daily journals show that he 
was “determined to see life” and, therefore, began to enjoy pastimes not 
reflective of the Sabbath.27 He did begin, however, a lifetime commitment 
of giving one-fifth of his gross income to charity or social service. In this 
case he began by giving ten shillings as his first and second instalments to 
the formation of Queen’s College,28 later to become Queen’s University in 
Kingston, Ontario.

John was well aware of the importance of surroundings to the develop-
ment of a young man when he later wrote, “If there is one thing of greater 
importance than another to a young man entering upon life, it is that he 
should do so under such conditions as will furnish him with the best illus-
trations of all that is implied in upright and honourable transactions.”29 
This is not what he found in Gananoque but it is what he would find 
under the guidance of Mr. Walter Macfarlane of ‘Victoria House’ back in 
Toronto.

At his new position of clerk (he was the youngest amongst 15 men) he was 
also required to live with a lad two or three years his senior — a devout 
Methodist by the name of Mr. T.S. Keough. Of this period, John was to 
write, “Eternity will reveal many strange things and doubtless among oth-
ers will show the strange way in which I was led to that house, to that 
room, to that young man, and back to God, from whom I had wandered.”30

John began his stay at this home with a somewhat rude awakening. He was 
asked to deliver a parcel on foot to a customer a mile away. Surprised, he 
answered bluntly that he had not trained to be a clerk in order to deliver 
parcels. His conscience caught up to him quickly and his determined 
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stance ‘was to eat crow.’ He picked up the parcel and was nearly out of sight 
before the curt reprimand from his employer reached him. “His situation 
was saved, and his future, to some extent, decided.”31

What would the 17-year old John see of Toronto in 1842? It was fairly typi-
cal of a small city — commercial like any other and with the free enterprise 
economy of the day.32 There were approximately 10,000 people living there 
and the prevalent occupations were manufacturers, shoemakers, tailors, 
blacksmiths and construction craftsmen.33

Of course Toronto was not without its breweries including ones run by 
the well known Gooderham family, Joseph Bloor, the Severn family and 
the John Farr brewery.34 Charles Dickens on his visit in 1842 observed that 
“[t]he town itself is full of life and motion, bustle, business, and improve-
ment. The streets are well paved, and lighted with gas; the houses are large 
and good, the shops excellent. Many of them have a display of goods in 
their windows, such as may be35 seen in thriving county towns in England; 
and there are some which would not do discredit to the metropolis itself.”36

The Toronto of that day was certainly no lazy town as one might have 
expected. A good yearly salary was $500.00 from which a family could rent 
an adequate home for $100.00 to $125.00. Beef and pork could be bought 
for five to seven cents a pound and two chickens were yours if you paid 25 
cents. Wages for workingmen varied according to skill; a bricklayer earned 

6.  Fish Market circa 1840 was located south of Front Street to the east of 
Wellington. You can already see the Coffin Block where Macdonald would 
later own his warehouse in the right of the photo. [TPL T32138]
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about $1.50 per day while a carpenter made the princely sum of $1.00 per 
day. Labourers had to content themselves with 75 cents plus any extra pay 
they could acquire.38

John was forced to live with someone older than him. Not sure if he should 
say his nightly prayers, he was quite surprised to find Mr. Keough saying 
his prayers aloud. It followed that after a time of getting to know each 
other better, the topic of religion came to the fore. While still attending the 
Sunday services at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, John could accom-
pany his new friend to the “unpretentious church building” of George 
Street Methodist Church. As young men are wont to do, John began ques-
tioning his own beliefs and whether or not the Presbyterian interpreta-
tion of the Bible suited his need for religious guidance. He became highly 
impressed with the oratory and religious manner of Rev. Matthew Richey 
(an energetic Irishman) of the George Street Church, especially at the 
year-end services in 1842.39 The thought of conversion was very taxing in 
that his father, a devout Presbyterian, was still stationed in Toronto and all 
his acquaintances were of that faith.

He studied the Presbyterian theology intensely but found it did not answer 
his interpretation of the Scriptures. The amount of weekly services did 
not adequately aid him in dealing with the strength and vigour neces-
sary to handle the daily conflicts he encountered and the faith did not 
give him the actively engaged church he wanted. He was, therefore, in 

7.  George Howard’s 1835 print of King Street just one block east of Yonge Street 
shows the new Jail and Courthouse built by John Ewart37. The farthest build-
ing on the right is the third version of St. James Church without the steeple 
that Howard would add in 1839. In the back is the Fireman’s Hall. [TPL T12633]
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sympathy with the aims and theology of Methodism. He reflected, “Here 
was a young lad...attracted to a Church against which he was strongly 
prejudiced, drawn from one to which he was strongly attached, from one to 
which all his friends belonged....”40 The conversion, however, lifted a heavy 
weight from his shoulders and from that time forward he patterned his life 
on the strict principles of the Methodist faith. It would be accurate to say 
that 1843 was the spiritual re-birth of John Macdonald.

As a result of his conversion John began to visit the sick (a practice he fol-
lowed until his death), attend regular prayer meetings and preach the word 
to those who would listen. Enjoying the opportunity to study, he gave a 
great deal of his time to the thorough examination of standard Wesleyan 
works. In this passion Keough was very helpful and theological arguments 
went on well into the night. Two principles that were sure to come up 
were the guiding words the two Wesley brothers, John and Charles, left to 
the world on their Westminster Abbey tomb. John’s quote: “I look upon 
the world as my parish” (the guiding principle of missionary work) and 
Charles’s quote: “God buries his workmen, but carries on His work,”41 a 
demand for active social service involvement. Macdonald’s life mirrored 
this dictum of service.

In his journals he often reproached himself for any sins or ungodly desires 
he had.42 He took the ‘Word’ literally — to observers, maybe fanatically. In 
1843 he wrote in his religious journal:

Thought a great deal about devoting myself to the ministry. I feel 
the solemn responsibility of such a work, and almost fear that it is 
sacrilege to indulge in thoughts concerning so great a vocation. But 
am thankful to say that I gladly accept God’s will should he spare my 
worthless life, and make me the humble instrument in His hands of 
doing good to the souls of my fellow men. I have a burning desire to 
do good and devote myself to the service of my Redeemer.43

He began his ministerial goal by going to every meeting of the church and 
the preaching circuit in and around Toronto. During this time he devel-
oped a public speaking style that was aggressive, well prepared and on a 
down-to-earth level, reaching the audience on issues and events that were 
common to them.

In September of 1845 he gave his first sermon in Yorkville (later to be his 
residence) and at the end of the year he passed the Local Preacher exams. 
By this time his father and the Regiment had left Toronto for Quebec City 
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(left with the fanfare of “Auld Lange Syne”) so he was unable to share this 
height in his career with relatives. He was, however, given encouragement 
by such men as the Reverend Mr. Harvard, Superintendent of the preach-
ing circuit, who thought kindly of John one day becoming a minister.

Part of John’s new goal was to educate himself in the many aspects of life 
not covered in his early training. He allowed himself only one luxury and 
that was the acquisition of books that he began to buy at the age of 18. 
He would mark his books with comments and record in the margins the 
dates upon which he completed a number of passages. He read widely in 
such fields as philosophy, science, religion, poetry, history and was particu-
larly fond of biographical studies.44 He took great pleasure in translating 
Latin poetry into English verse (probably begun while at the Bay Street 
Academy). By the age of 22 he had bought $300.00 worth of books (the 
equivalent of a tradesman’s annual salary) and was extremely proud of his 
collection.45 He always enjoyed friends coming over to borrow books and 
then discussing what they had learned from the readings.

Throughout the first half of 1846 John concentrated on his work and 
preaching but the second half was marred by his irritated bronchial tubes 
and weak lungs (an affliction that would bother him throughout his life — 
possibly a touch of tuberculosis). This weak health changed his outgoing 
energy into inner reflective depression. He became concerned with death 
and self doubt and this can be noted in his depression filled journals.

His father had resigned from the Regiment in June and returned to 
Toronto to become a druggist on Yonge Street.46 He remarried later on 
and had five children by his second wife. John’s concern for death reached 
the point where he made a will and left his Bible and Wesley’s Notes to his 
father (still a devout Presbyterian) and his other goods were to be sold to 
help pay for the new Richmond Street Chapel.47

This period of self-doubt is quite common amongst men of his age but 
also shows that his faith was not developed to the point where God’s will 
is accepted unquestioned. John recognized this later in a poem he wrote for 
Canadian Methodist Magazine in 1876.
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Life’s Uncertainties

How often has the brightest morn
 A cloudy, stormy, dreary noon;
And often voyage well begun
 In storm and shipwreck endeth soon!
Few years at most suffice to stamp
 On boyhood’s brow the lines of care;
To bend his form and tinge with grey
 The clusters of his yellow hair.
And what is life but one brief day
 Where storm and sunshine strangely blend;
A voyage where so many find
 Nothing but shipwreck in the end —
A school-boy’s dream of days to come,
 Yet all concealed its hopes and fears;
Its days which promised so much joy,
 And so oft yielded nought but tears!
How happy he who trusts God,
 Whether the day be dark or bright,
Cheerful alike in calm or storm,
 Who knows his Father doeth right;
Who leaves the future all to God —
 The present only seeks to fill;
Whose dreams are not of wealth or place,
 Who lives to do his Father’s will.48

John’s sickness continued through the first half of 1847, during which time 
he became friends with 20-year-old Sanford Fleming (later creator of 24 
global times zones49), but found no progress in his recovery. 
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8.  A streetscape from the south side of King Street looking east in 1847 gives a 
sense of the growing city Macdonald was leaving for his health. The sketch 
was published in the Illustrated London News. You can see St. James Cathedral 
and the increased size of homes and businesses in the downtown area. [TPL 
Illustrated London News, January 30, 1847, Vol 10, p 68]

9.  The same sketch but looking west along King Street. [TPL Illustrated London News, 
January 30, 1847, Vol 10, p 68]
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He was advised to seek a healthier climate and so completed his assigned 
work at Macfarlane’s before setting out for Jamaica via the northeastern 
United States and the Maritimes. His voyage on the Commerce to Port 
Maria was long and rough. His choice of Jamaica was made on the rec-
ommendation that a Rev. Manly, previously of Toronto, was there for his 
health and might help John settle in.

Upon arrival he presented his letters of recommendation at Rev. Manly’s 
home. He was also fortunate in being accepted at the island’s largest firm 
— Nethersoil and Company, for $150.00 per annum.50

Little is known of John’s two-year stay in Jamaica. He worked industri-
ously for the firm and joined in the activities of the local Methodists. He 
enjoyed the climate and the people greatly. As a foreigner, he noted that the 
‘negroes’ were “susceptible to slight and jealous of any preference shown. 
They were exceedingly fond of dress and would buy the most costly ma-
terials. He found, too, that whenever a European acted with proper deco-
rum and respect toward them it secured their confidence and esteem.”51

Before returning to Canada he travelled the island, met missionaries and 
was disgusted at the sinful life of the concubines and illegitimate children. 
Above all he enjoyed the magnificent beauty of nature and flowing hills 
there. His stay in Jamaica gave him the knowledge of a different culture 
and allowed him the opportunity to reflect upon his future. His under-
standing of the commercial system would be used later on to advocate 
reciprocal trade with the West Indies.52

He returned to Halifax in May 1849 on the brig Nancy, the first pleas-
ant voyage he had yet experienced. The trip allowed him to read all of 
Byron’s works, a lot of Shakespeare and he wrote such poems as “The Irish 
Famine,” “A Storm at Sea,” “God is Love,” “A Sabbath Day in Cien Fuego,” 
“To Rev. J.C. Manly and Lady,” and “Farewell to Jamaica.”53

Upon his return to Toronto he resumed his position with Macfarlane’s 
for a few months before setting off on his own career. It has been sug-
gested that John had given serious thought to remaining in Jamaica to get 
involved in both missionary work and commerce. He still had aspirations 
to become a minister but finally realized that the strains of the position, as 
he would have liked to fulfil it, would have been too much for his throat 
and lung condition. As we shall see, if he had chosen the ministry it would 
have been a serious loss to the life and spirit of Toronto and Canada.
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chapter 3

The Seeds of Success

“Large 103” became the nickname of John Macdonald’s new dry goods 
store on Yonge Street (one door southwest of Richmond Street).54 He had 
been offered a store in the business thoroughfare nearer the lake for a rental 
fee of $1,000 per annum but he chose the smaller three storey-building 
store in the then non-commercial area of Yonge Street. His reasoning was 
that he would have been in debt to his creditors for too long of a period 
downtown and, therefore, wanted to begin his business on a smaller scale. 
This principle of restraint in the present to invest in the future was one in 
which he believed strongly.55

Having his new store, he was still unsuccessful in securing accounts with 
several of the large wholesale firms in Toronto. “Little did they know or 
think that the young man whose account they had thus declined, was not 
only going to obtain credit, but to succeed not as a retail man only, but, in a 
few short years, become a direct importer, contest with them for the trade 
of the country, and do it successfully.”56

Macdonald was successful in receiving credit from the wholesale establish-
ment of Bowes and Hall and his first invoice amounted to 416 pounds ster-
ling. He had a boy of thirteen and a young man as his assistants and before 
opening his store of “Staple and fancy dry goods” he spent two days with 
them preparing his stock, insuring his goods57 and distributing circulars so 
that the many people he had come to know would be aware of his opening 
on September 27, 1849. With the dry goods on one side of the store and 
shrubs and flowers on the other, the store appeared to be well stocked and 

10. Macdonald’s first store, 103 Yonge Street, one door  
southwest of Richmond Street. [ JMJ, p iii.]
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attracted enough people to repay his creditors by December and take in 
1,287 pounds 7 shillings sterling more in stock.58

He used his Bible as a “grand realization” of business and marked relevant 
passages such as: “Be though diligent to know the state of thy flocks, and 
look well to thy cattle.” He would write in the margin, “In other words, 
whatever your business, be careful to take stock.”59 So in March of 1850 he 
took his first inventory and he continued this practice in order to budget 
his business and personal accounts. Those people who did not follow this 
basic accounting procedure often found themselves with large debts and 
no foreseeable business in order to meet their payments. This explains the 
high turnover in businesses, both in the nineteenth and now in the twenty-
first century.

All personal and businesslike transactions were recorded in his account 
book. There was also a column for his regular charitable contributions of 
20% of his income. He felt that a man “who [had] no heart to give his little, 
[would] never feel that he has anything to share with others, no matter 
how great his wealth, or how pressing the cause.”60

Recognizing his financial security, John married Eliza Hamilton, the daugh-
ter of Alexander Hamilton, Esq., on May 3, 1850. She was “an amiable, 
beautiful and intelligent young lady...who had been brought up in a devout 
Methodist home; she was of a sweet Christian disposition and well fitted 
to be a true helpmate.” The day of the wedding the couple moved into the 
apartment over the store and there was no time for the frills of a honeymoon 
— John was at work the next morning tending to his regular business.61

His new home was as one would have expected. “He felt he had no right 
to expend in travel or in furniture the money that belonged to others, and 
better still, he had no desire to do so. He had no wish to make an appear-
ance other than became his means and his prospects, and in these respects 
he was seconded by his young wife.”62 He did allow his one luxury of keep-
ing books to continue and even bought more. His first assistant, James 
Jennings, would borrow books from Macdonald’s library and later discuss 
aspects of his readings with him.

Macdonald filled his workdays with the enthusiasm of a newly married 
man. He was aspiring to high goals in the ideal that “Who aims at a star, 
shoots higher than he who aims at a tree.”63 He had reason to be happy. 
From October 1849 to August 1850 he had done $12,000.00 in business; from 
March 1, 1851 to January 1852 it was $16,000.00. In the classic capitalist sense, 
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this allowed him to save and increase his capital to the extent that he became 
the principal customer of Taylor and Stevenson Company. This firm allowed 
him the privilege of selecting from the invoice-books desirable and cheap 
lines of goods before they arrived in Toronto.

Roughly a year later he became friends with William Gooderham64 who 
suggested he begin in the jobbing business (which ultimately led to 
Macdonald’s success). He began in May of 1852 (just a few months after 
the birth of his first child, Jessie Eliza) the earnest work of jobbing cheaper 
lines of goods to small traders outside of the Toronto business core and 
out into the country. Beginning with small-scale attempts, he learned from 
experience the pit falls of being a middleman and from his successes he 
vowed that one day he would become one of the great wholesalers in the 
expanding provinces of British North America.65

Did Macdonald forget the basis of Methodist success in his eagerness 
to build a name for himself ? Not likely. He continued his preaching on 
the Toronto West Circuit. His sermons and addresses were practical in 
that they were adapted to strengthen faith on the daily principles of liv-
ing rather than the common superficial ramblings of other preachers. In 
reading copies of these early sermons Johnston was struck by the clear and 
precise writing as well as the obvious high degree of preparation that went 
into them. At the same time he kept his position as superintendent of the 
Sabbath School — a job he took very seriously.66

He used the Bible as a means of helping others cope with the rigors of 
business life, such as Joshua 1:8, “This book of the law shall not depart out 
of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein each day, that thou shalt 
make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success.”67 At 
one point a friend came to him asking if he would endorse his financial 
note. Macdonald quickly decided that he would not sign it since lending 
money to friends could only lead to misuse of the funds and the end of a 
friendship.

To Macdonald, business was seen in the terms described by Michael Bliss: 
“Managing a good business was a service to the community. But...if a busi-
nessman stuck only to business, or only to business and Sunday School, 
who would undertake the civil obligations? Surely a businessman ought to 
give part of his time [not just his money] to public service.”68

John practiced this belief when he helped with the founding of the first 
YMCA in Toronto. In 1851 John Holland (a founder of the Montreal 
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‘Y’) moved to Toronto and helped to found a branch here.69 Macdonald 
realized that such an agency would be helpful, in the Christian sense, to 
give guidance to those young men who had no direction, home influence 
or other associations to which they could turn.70

This first YMCA lasted only about four years. However along with other 
pre-Confederation leaders such as Samuel H. Blake, Daniel Wilson and 
T.J. Wilkie, he worked to have the YMCA reorganized to permanent sta-
tus in 1864. As Murray G. Ross writes in his history of the YMCA, “A 
dominant figure in local and provincial Association affairs, Macdonald was 
always the major contributor to local YMCA finances.” He also took the 
time to give personal help to young men or provide financial aid to an indi-
vidual or family in need71 as well as give part of his own lunch.72 

Wanting to go into the wholesale business full time, Macdonald sold 
his dry goods store to Mr. Marmaduke Pearson of the Thompson and 
Pearson firm. In 1853 (only four years after starting in business) he moved 
to Wellington Street in the centre of the business sector of Toronto. All 
wholesalers in the city of the 1850s were natives of the United Kingdom 
as were most of the influential business leaders up to the turn of the cen-
tury. From England came the Gooderhams and Worts families; from 
Ulster William McMaster and Timothy Eaton; and from Scotland John 
Macdonald and Robjert Hay.73 

He was starting on a new career at the same time that Canada was begin-
ning to surge in her new life — that of the railway boom years. In 1853 
The Northern Railway was opened and with the boom the aspirations 
of a young wholesaler wanting to sell goods throughout United Canada 
became feasible. This year also marked the birth of Macdonald’s favourite 
child, Amy Harvard Macdonald, on October 20th.

The Toronto in which John Macdonald was beginning his next career 
was fortunate in its immediate environment being located at the edge of 
a potentially rich agricultural area. Farmland began just north of where 
Osgoode Hall had been expanded from its original east wing to its final 
glory in 1857.

Farmers and villagers exchanged with townsmen their respective goods 
and services. Having the best natural harbour on Lake Ontario allowed 
its growth to exceed that of Kingston or Hamilton and it was, therefore, a 
natural town in which to begin a wholesale firm.74 The business commu-
nity was comprised of trade, finance and manufacturing. Although these 
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sectors shared personnel and were dependent on each other, they had dis-
tinct functions and different relationships regarding the needs of an urban 
centre.

York had grown into Toronto at the same time that a separation was visible 
between the wholesale and retail outlets — the members of the first group 
leading the commercial scene. These wholesalers dominated the executive 
of the Toronto Board of Trade and later the Toronto Stock Exchange.75 

11.  1857 panorama looking north up York Street. Note the sidewalks leading up 
to Osgoode Hall on Queen Street. They were the first built in Toronto. Also 
compare the agricultural land to the north with the striking pose of Osgoode 
Hall in the middle of the photo relative to the wooden homes and businesses 
that line the street in the foreground. [CTA Fonds 1498 Item 16]

12.  W. Whitfield did a lithograph of the waterfront and city in 1854 from atop the 
jail giving an eastern viewpoint. The view of the harbour shows its natural pro-
tection of the city as well as how conducive it was for commerce. [TPL T32081]
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John Macdonald was himself one of the earliest members of the Toronto 
Board of Trade and continued in that capacity until his death.76

Macdonald needed direct lines with Britain in order to begin his wholesale 
business and import his dry goods. Under agreement with his friend James 
Fraser (after whom one of his children was named) John went to Glasgow 
to negotiate a contract with the firm of William Kidston & Sons. Under 
the contract, goods would be purchased for Fraser’s Nova Scotia firm and 
for Macdonald’s firm in Toronto. He paid the exporting firm one hundred 
thousand pounds as a commission but considered it a good investment in 
that “no goods had ever come to Toronto better bought than Kidston’s.”77

The goods he acquired in Scotland were of better quality and cheaper than 
those of other principal houses in Toronto. On his frequent trips to Britain, 
Macdonald managed to travel back to Ireland to visit his mother’s rest-
ing place as well as visit London. In London he would have noticed the 
Victorian architecture of the homes as well as the construction of the main 
commercial buildings, usually ranging in height from two to five storeys. 
As he walked the streets of London he would have been appalled by the 
some 50,000 men, women and children who begged, traded and stole in 
the streets.

Included in this group were young waifs, child prostitutes and thieves, 
handicapped beggars, alcoholics and displaced Irishmen.78 Visual impres-
sions such as these would have left Macdonald with many thoughts of how 
he could help avoid such social disasters in Toronto especially with such 
groups as the YMCA and his own church activities.

13.  W. Whitfield lithograph also shows the vitality of the city in 1854. Here is a 
close up of part of the drawing showing the downtown area with the steeple 
of St. James Cathedral prominent and the wide esplanade. Three to four storey 
buildings were now quite typical. [TPL T32081]
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Macdonald’s rise in success met a personal decline when his wife died of 
consumption (tuberculosis) in January of 1856. This left him the charge 
of his two baby girls and a feeling of enormous loss. It is a low point in 
any man’s life, yet we know so little of how he felt, reacted or carried on 
through the weeks before and after her death.

Personal crisis was followed by business crisis the next year when all his 
goods were lost during an Atlantic crossing. The ship Shannon went down 
in a storm and Macdonald had commitments to meet. He quickly went 
to New York to buy goods on credit to keep his position in Toronto but 
made sure to inform the Glasgow firm of his temporary arrangement to 
secure their continued favour. Having met the problem expertly, he actu-
ally gained financially. He made profits on the New York goods sold as 
well as receiving the insurance funds for the lost shipwreck (the value was 
appraised at ten percent above the invoiced cost).79

The year of the Grand Trunk opening continued in a bad way for 
Macdonald. His first daughter, Jessie, died on August 7th while only four-
and-a-half years old. Macdonald may have viewed this as a premonition 
for it turned out that his wife and first two children all died before he did.

Adjectives such as sorrow, guilt, depression, loneliness may or may not 
describe how a man feels after losing both a wife and first born in such a 
short span. It can only be assumed that his Victorian, Methodist strength 
and faith helped him through this period to carry on his work and social 
vocation.

Trust in God

Call it not faith to trust in God
 When ample is your store,
And when to barns already filled,
 The Lord is adding more.
Call it not faith to give your tenth,
 While yet nine-tenths remain:
And while your offering to the Lord
 Is felt not from your gain.
’Tis when the fig-tree blossoms not,
 Nor fruit is on the vine,
The labour of the olive fails,
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 Nor corn is there, nor wine.
’Tis when the flock fails from the field,
 Nor herd is in the stall:
To trust in God then, that is faith
 The strongest faith of all.80

The next year showed an improvement in Macdonald’s luck while Canada 
faced the depression of 1857-1859. The year was a disastrous one for busi-
ness with banks breaking up,81 wholesale houses tottering and financial 
confidence gone.

Macdonald’s systematic approach to business and foresight in buying and 
insuring stocks left him with no outstanding bills, no paper to be dis-
counted, and few bad debts. His stocks remained broad and in good con-
dition and fortunately he did not have large capital sums tied up in large 
stock as so many firms had continued to do during and after the boom 
years. This can be directly attributed to his regular ‘taking of stock.’ He 
was especially fortunate in his trade of Manchester printed goods which 
allowed his house to flourish when others could not.82

This was also the year in which he married for the second time. The story goes 
that a Miss Annie Elizabeth Alcorn went to church one Sunday and saw Mr. 
Macdonald. Being of determined Irish stock, she decided that day that John 
Macdonald was going to be her husband. Upon announcing this news to 

14.  Portrait of a young Annie 
Elizabeth Alcorn by John 
Wycliffe Lowes Forster (1850-
1938). [LAC, Acc. No 1981-12-2]
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her parents (the father was a wealthy Dublin-born Methodist wholesaler), 
they dismissed her nonsense on the grounds that Mr. Macdonald was only 
recently widowed and had children of his own.83 She was not easily swayed 
and after a period of courtship they were married on August 14, 1857. Who 
was the man that she was so taken with? What did he look and act like at 
the age of thirty-three?

He was “tall and rather slender, with handsome, clear-cut and regular fea-
tures, an agreeable, open countenance, gentle grey eyes, high forehead and 
light hair and whiskers. Erect, commanding, particularly neat in his dress, 
of graceful presence, he was a man calculated to attract attention anywhere. 
He was a well-built figure, though never robust. [His many activities] gave 
evidence of considerable physical energy. Though he never wholly recov-
ered from the shock which he received from his throat and lung attacks, he 
enjoyed through life a fair share of health.”84

15.  A later photograph of Macdonald’s parents-in-law Lucy and Samuel Alcorn. 
[DMC]
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16. Macdonald’s profile as a younger man. [ JM1]

His voice was pleasant yet betrayed his heritage — a betrayal that he was 
proud of, as he believed that there was no man like a Scotsman. He was 
patriotic to the ‘home-land’ but was a Canadian through and through in 
the sense of nineteenth century Toronto. “He had a sense of individual 
worth and was not unconscious of his gifts.”85 This caused those who did 
not know him well to see him as conceited. It was not pride nor conceit 
as much as it was the inbred nature of a Highlander — that show of self-
importance in manner which hard work, honesty and religious dogmatism 
gives a man. This sense of heritage was reflected in his keen interest in the 
93rd Regiment. (In later years he encouraged the formation of the Toronto 
48th Highlanders.86)

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   30 16/05/11   9:17 PM



The Seeds of Success [31]

He was not proud of war but of the heroism of men who fought for their 
country. He was, therefore, understandably happy at the outstanding record 
of the 93rd during the Crimean War and wrote this on military service:

So close in glory to our dust, 
So near is God to man, 
When duty whispers low, ‘Thou must’ 
The youth replies, ‘I can.’87

Annie married, therefore, a man whose watchword was ‘duty.’ Her ini-
tial determined style was to continue throughout their marriage. A family 
friend notes that “His wife was prudent, affable, devoted, judicious and, 
like [Macdonald], had no extravagant views, so that they lived together 
very happily in a small house on George Street,” until they could afford 
their permanent suburban residence.88

She took full responsibility of the home and took over the upbringing of 
Amy. With these concerns taken from his mind, Macdonald was better 
able to continue the work that he so thoroughly enjoyed. “He relied much 
upon his wife’s clear, sound judgement”89 and in turn she gave him the 
loyalty that allowed him truly to be the King of the castle and his family as 
was customary in the Victorian era.

By the late 1850s and early 60s, Macdonald’s company was a principal trad-
ing house in Canada and in 1862 he built his Venetian-Gothic styled five-
storey warehouse across from his present establishment. The new property 
extended from Wellington Street to land owned on Front Street. It had 
been the site of the North American Hotel and Newbigging House. The 
frontage was 100 feet wide and 140 feet in depth with about 100 men 
employed there.90 (Later construction extended the warehouse completely 
through this property.) When it was first constructed it “far surpassed in 
size and ornate finish every other business establishment in Toronto.”91

Macdonald’s belief in self-denial or restraint in the present to invest in the future 
was also evident in his move to Yorkville before building his warehouse. He had 
accumulated enough wealth to afford the move into the ‘suburbs.’ Like many 
prosperous businessmen he wanted to locate beyond the city limits and enjoy 
the seclusion of the country. He prepared for the move by purchasing forty-five 
acres of land on the east side of Avenue Road (then called College Avenue) in 
York Township. The land stretched from modern Cottingham Street up to St. 
Clair Avenue and extended eastward nearly to Yonge Street. It was once part of 
the Crown Lands deeded to the Honourable John Elmsley in 1798.
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17.  Macdonald’s warehouse after its expansion. It was reportedly the largest build-
ing of its kind in Canada at the time. [OA: Warehouse in 1872 at 21-23 Wellington Street 
East]
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Entrance to the property was originally off of Yonge Street along the lane-
way that would become Cottingham Street. The road gradually ascended 
the hill beside pastureland and around to the north side of the house was 
a wooden bridge on tall trestles that spanned the ravine on the east side. 
The dell north of the house was called “The Dish” which Macdonald would 
later use for Sunday School picnics. The land was good for growing so 
Macdonald had an acre just for strawberries and asparagus (family favou-
rites). There were large stables and a coach house used by his coachman, 
Brady, northeast of the house.92

Between 1859-1860 he built a medium sized house on the brow of the 
hill and since centuries-old oak trees surrounded it, he called his estate 
Oaklands. No doubt his Highland blood had something to do with the 
choice of land and it was not surprising that he took great pleasure in both 
the expansive land and its bountiful nature but also the scenic view of 
growing Toronto before the backdrop of Lake Ontario.

18.  Macdonald’s warehouse from Front Street 13 years later. The warehouse is at 
the end of what is known as the Coffin Block. [TPL 12553]
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The original home was a two-storey buff brick house (the first brick house 
north of Bloor Street) with a slender octagonal tower on the southeast corner.93 
Toronto to the south had mostly wooden framed homes (78.6%) with brick 
homes representing only 20% of the total. According to that 1851-52 census, 
there were still 24 stone homes, 19 log homes and 10 shanties in Toronto.94

Macdonald always insisted that he could see Brock’s Monument in 
Queenston Heights from his second floor bedroom window.95 Having 
lived there for a few years and saved for improvements, he added on a third 
floor and a large square tall tower on the north side. Macdonald’s children 
enjoyed the height of the tower from which they could ‘scan the horizon’ 
for Indians or feuding Scottish clansmen.96

19.  Notice some of Macdonald’s neighbours: William McMaster, founder of 
Canadian Bank of Commerce (and its first president for 20 years) and founder 
of McMaster University. In the upper left corner of the map is the Baldwin 
estate where Spadina House was built and later Casa Loma next door. [TPL 
1878 Map of Yorkville County of York – cropped illustration]
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A new wing was added to the west side with the Coat of Arms chiselled 
onto the outside wall.97 The new addition allowed Macdonald the luxury 
of a library where he could store, read and comment in his precious books. 
The new drawing room and dining room both opened onto the lawn and 
commanded as fine a view of Toronto as found anywhere.98 The great hall 
was 46 feet long with a view out the back of the home towards the lake.99

The Coat of Arms on the side of the house belonged to the Macdonald 
Clan and was probably put there for show. It is a stone carving of an ancient 
galley surmounted by a fist clutching a dagger. “A gory legend tells that an 
early Clan Donald chieftain and a neighbouring clan both claimed a large 
island. It was agreed that the two chiefs would row to the island, and the 
one whose hand first touched the shore would own it. Chieftain Donald 
was losing the race, so he chopped off his hand, hurled it to the shore, and 
won the island.”100

20.  Perhaps the oldest photo of Oaklands looking north on present-day Avenue 
Road south of St. Clair Avenue. [NG]
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(Opposite, from the top)

22.  Notice the beautifully landscaped grounds and drive-
way leading up to the house that overlooked the grow-
ing city of Toronto and Lake Ontario to the south. 
[WLC]

23.  Front view of Oaklands after its expansion. [WLC]

21.  Oaklands in the early 1860s. The house still exists and is part of De La Salle 
College. [AAM]

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   36 16/05/11   9:17 PM



The Seeds of Success [37]

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   37 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[38] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   38 16/05/11   9:17 PM



The Seeds of Success [39]

(Opposite) 24. Close-up of the Coat of Arms on the western sidewall of the 
house. [HvB 2004]

(This page) 25-26. Two views of the back of the house showing the growth of ivy 
over time on the west wall. [NBC & JRC]
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The flavour of the family and the home is seen in the large entrance hall 
where a wide staircase with heavy balustrade of carved strap work leads 
up to the second floor alongside a large stained glass window. Upon entry 
to the home, the entrance hall is to the left and the library to the right. 
The library was an airy room with a desk in the centre and bookshelves all 
around filled with Macdonald’s one ‘vice’ — good books. 
27.  (Below) Photo taken in 1979 after the home had become part of De La Salle 

College. The hall opens to the left off the front door with the staircase on the 
left side. Above the staircase is a large, beautifully crafted stained glass win-
dow. The wall with photos on it was added by the school and divides the great 
entrance hall in two. [HvB 1979]

(Opposite)

28.  The wide staircase with heavy balustrade of carved strap work leads up to the 
second floor to the family’s sleeping quarters. [HvB 1979]

29.  Notice the intricate word carving done of the top of the staircase. In the back-
ground you can see a partial view of the stained glass windows. [HvB 2004]
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At the top-centre of the window is an opened Bible and on either side 
are the family mottos: Caelestia Sequor, (Heaven to Follow) and Nemo 
Me Impune Lacessit (No one attacks me with impunity). Below this is a 
tall rectangular pane with the welcoming sign: “Through this wide open 
gate none come too soon, none return too late.”101 A visit to the home 
today shows that Macdonald’s early restraint in building a smaller house 
before the larger one was a wise decision. The new Oaklands was well 
worth the wait.

30. The opened Bible at the top centre of the stained glass window. [Hvb 2004]
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31.   The Macdonald family 
motto: Caelestia Sequor 
— Heaven to Follow. 
[HvB 2004]

32.  Nemo Me Impune 
Lacessit is a warning to 
all who visit: “No one 
attacks me with impu-
nity!” [HvB 2004]
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33.  This main portion of the 
stained glass window says: 
“Through this wide open 
gate none come too soon, 
none return too late.” [HvB 
2004]
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34.  Lucie Cantrell with the principal 
of De La Salle College, Brother 
Dominic Viggiani in a 2004 
photo outside the semi-circular-
roofed tunnel leading to the 
lower field south of the house. 
[HvB 2004]

35.  A view highlighting the new 
porte cochère added on by Mary 
McCormick. [HvB 2007]
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Lucie Cantrell, Macdonald’s great-granddaughter (through his third child 
Lucie Elizabeth102) remembers visiting Oaklands in 1931 when she was 6 
years old. She remembers best the root cellar with the earthen pots along 
the side with carrots and onions hanging from the roof. The semi-circular 
roof in the root cellar was also the tunnel leading from the house down to 
the field below the mansion (where the college now has its athletic field). 

The house remained in the family until 1905-06 when it was purchased by 
55-year-old Mary McCormick, daughter of the famous McCormick Reaper 
inventor Cyrus McCormick of Chicago and owner of a farm implement 
business that became part of International Harvester in 1902. She added a 
stone porte cochère (stone roof extending from the entrance of the house over 
the driveway), bay windows and a bowling alley to the house.103 Reportedly 
she was something of a recluse with large estates in Canada and America. 
She “kept three musicians on her staff of more than 30 servants. She occa-
sionally hired great symphony orchestras to play for her privately.”104 

In 1931 part of the property, including the home Oaklands was purchased 
by Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools to replace their school 
beside the former Bank of Upper Canada building downtown. Brother 
Dominic Viggiani remembers living in the house as a student. “Some of 
the boys used to climb out onto the roof of the house to sneak a smoke. 
You can see some of their names etched in the wood of the roof.”105

In 1863 John Macdonald began his active political career. About one thou-
sand people invited him to run for the Upper Canada seat (Toronto West) 
against John Beverly Robinson (later Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario). He 
would debate openly and attend all meetings but Macdonald was “too sensi-
tive and finely strung to descend to a personal solicitation of support.”106 He 
won the election under the Reform banner with 1275 votes to Robinson’s 
813.107 Overall the July elections resulted in 40 seats in Canada West for the 
Reformers while the Liberal-Conservatives won 22. Macdonald and A.M. 
Smith both recaptured Toronto seats from the Tories.108

At about the same time Macdonald became the father of his first son after 
Annie Elizabeth had given him three daughters. He named his first boy 
John (after his father) Kidston (after his Scottish commercial contact and 
friend William Kidston).

Upon taking his seat in the Assembly, Macdonald spoke out on those 
issues he felt strongly on or on those where his commercial expertise was 
required. His speeches were generally not long or overwhelming in their 
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inspiration or originality but “[he] was quick to resent wrong; his self-control 
was not complete and in Parliamentary debate he would not hesitate to drive 
his lance home between the joints of his opponents’ harness.”109

One of his first presentations was on the long delay of the government 
in completing the parliament buildings in Ottawa. He understood the 
mechanics and delays involved in major construction but questioned the 
mismanagement of this project.110 His next concern was the Militia and 
Volunteer Bill. Macdonald saw no reason to train 50,000 men in case of 
an American attack. He believed that in an emergency, the people would 
“rise up with great strength and that in defence of their homes they would 
fight like heroes.” He added that if trouble arose Britain would rise to 
their defence with men and money. “The best ways to prevent war was to 
cultivate the arts of peace and to draw closer the relations of commerce.”111 
This use of commercial ties with foreign lands was a continuing theme of 
Macdonald as was his careful eye over the ‘needless’ expenditures of public 
funds (as he viewed it).112 However he would continue to support public 
spending when he felt it necessary.

He rose to the defence of one of his dearest charities — the Toronto 
General Hospital — and argued that it was not just a local institution 
but served the whole province. The hospital was a credit to the province 
and he requested that no alteration be made in the budgeted provincial 
subsidy to the hospital ($11,200).113 Originally the hospital was on King 
and John Streets (1829-1856) just after it had been used as the temporary 
Parliament buildings. It moved to Gerrard Street in 1854 and was designed 

36. Toronto General Hospital 
in 1868. This is the second  
version of the hospital. The 
first114 was located near Fort 
York and the last version 
is currently on University 
Avenue and College Street. 
The hospital that Macdonald 
knew best was on Gerrard 
Street East, the north side 
between Sackville and 
Sumachs Streets. [TPL T10971]
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on a Scottish hospital model. It remained there until 1921 and was built 
on a high, airy, dry and supposedly healthy site.115 (The hospital had many 
financial difficulties in the later 60s and 70s which will be discussed in 
Chapter 4.)

In a more personal vein, Macdonald assisted Victoria College in Cobourg 
(the Methodist College) when the assembly refused to secure a permanent 
endowment to the university to help clear its $30,000 debt. To help in the 
financial drive Macdonald pledged the last thousand dollars to encourage 
others to follow suit.116

Before the 1864 session of the Assembly, Macdonald had time to return 
to his business concerns and begin his lengthy term as treasurer of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society. Such missionary societies had 
begun in the eighteenth century like the one started by English philan-
thropists in 1787 wherein they bought a few square miles of Sierra Leone 
peninsula for the purpose of settling Negro slaves freed in England and 
Canada.117 Macdonald’s own global concern was the mission in Japan and 
another in the Northwest Territories. Throughout his tenure as treasurer 
(till 1890) he averaged between 55-80% of the total budget of the society 
(approximately $20,000 donated by his family).118 The budget was divided 
between the 177 to 200 various worldly missions during his tenure.

The 1864 session of the Assembly saw Macdonald speaking against coali-
tion government yet demanding representation by population. One of 
his speeches referred to the Lower Canadian fears of such a proposal: 
“Lower Canadians had not reason to fear injustice at the hands of their 
Upper Canadian brethren — they had no reason whatever to fear that 
their religion or institutions would be molested. An increased represen-
tation of Upper Canada was a matter of simple justice, and it should not 
be denied.”119 His conviction behind this statement is admirable yet it lacks 
his normal foresight with regards to the position of French Canadians in 
the post-Confederation period.

When the actual Confederation debates began there was a small group 
of Conservative, Reformers and independents who found reason to criti-
cize the proposal especially on grounds that: there was no general election 
called, they disliked the divisive nature of the federal principle and they 
found the expense of multiple government too high.120

Macdonald agreed in principle to the Confederation idea but not to the 
Quebec scheme. His March 8th speech centred on the argument that: 
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a) the Quebec opposition of Antoine A. Dorion was not involved at the 
Quebec Conference, b) there was no documentation of the provincial con-
stitutions, c) Macdonald did not think it would remedy the problems of 
Upper Canada, d) he objected to the reduction in qualifications for mem-
bers since they would be more open to bribery, e) it would increase the 
Ontario expense for defence, f ) there was to be no appeal to the people, 
and g) Confederation should be considered only after the transcontinental 
railway was nearer to completion. He concluded by expressing confidence 
in his party leaders and felt that they were sincere in their efforts but that 
they were wrong in this case and, therefore, he “must vote on their mea-
sures according to his conscience.”121

His opposition was well thought out but ineffective. Other than news 
reports, his words were ill heard and he was accused of not representing the 
views of his constituents who had pronounced almost unanimously their 
support of Confederation at a large meeting held in Toronto.122 When the 
vote was taken in the Assembly, eight of 65 members from Canada West 
voted against Confederation.123 

Macdonald’s stand on Confederation is an example of how he followed 
his own sense of what was right, whether or not he agreed with his party. 
Both his Scottish regimental upbringing and his religious beliefs account 
for this Liberal individualism in thought and action.

When the Confederation issue arose again in 1866, Macdonald’s views 
had perceptibly changed. The Hon. A. Dorion moved an amendment 
to the effect that the Confederation scheme be brought to a popular 
vote. Macdonald still opposed the Quebec proposals, now adopted, but 
felt that the end of the Reciprocity Treaty and the conceivable war with 
America changed the scope of the debate. He felt that Britain was very 
eager to see Confederation become a reality and he could, therefore, 
“not assume the responsibility of voting against the Address.”124 Dorion’s 
amendment failed.

With his political duties completed, Macdonald returned his attention to 
his business and his family. He returned in time to witness the unfortunate 
death of his father in October. He had paid great respect to his soldier 
father and saw that he always had what he and his family needed. His 
father died at the age of 68 and Macdonald continued to keep an eye out 
for his stepmother and his half brothers and sister until his own death 
when he left them funds to continue on without him.125
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37.  An 1868 photo of Yonge Street from Front Street. Macdonald’s original store 
would be about a kilometre north of this intersection. Notice the horse and 
carriage and muddy streets from which Toronto got its nickname, “Muddy 
York.” [TPL T12844]
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As for his own brother, Alexander, Macdonald included him in the firm in 
the mid 1860s where he remained with his half-brother James until their 
retirement.126 Alexander (Sandy) ran the warehouse stables and remained 
in his brother’s shadow. When Macdonald placed a memorial in Scotland 
to his mother, and later to his paternal grandparents, he did so under his 
name only with no mention of his brother.127 It is unfortunate that more 
cannot be learned about Macdonald’s relationship with Alexander and 
with his father’s second family.

The new warehouse was situated on a piece of land called the “coffin” 
because of its shape. A few blocks away were the St. Lawrence Hall, the 
City Hall and the Rail Post Depot. To the west were the various major 
banks, the Custom House and the Board of Trade. This proximity to the 
centre of power allowed Macdonald easy access to the core of influential 
people in Toronto.128

 
38.  The Coffin Block with the back of Macdonald’s warehouse near the end of the 

block., far left. By this time other buildings were of similar size and height but 
when Macdonald built the warehouse originally it was the largest of its kind in 
Canada. Note in the centre of block, on the left half of the photo is where the 
current Gooderham Building or “Flatiron” now stands. [CTA Coffin Block Fonds 
cropped 1478 Item 15]
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39.  The Coffin Block is now Berczy Park across from the St. Lawrence Centre 
for the Performing Arts. Where Macdonald’s warehouse stood is now a per-
fect place to photograph the mural hanging on the back of the Gooderham 
“Flatiron” building. [HvB 2011]

 
In this period Macdonald was able to reorganize his business along new 
lines. Macdonald changed common business practices of the day by drop-
ping the custom of selling goods at a certain advance upon the sterling  
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currency (to cover profit, duty, interest and exchange). Instead he set definite 
prices and sold his goods in Canadian currency. Over time other houses fol-
lowed his example and soon the whole country had adopted his system.129

These revisions were based on his principle of ‘the customer first.’ By set-
ting prices and using Canadian currency, people knew what to expect from 
Macdonald and vice-versa. Rather than asking for an advance in fees to 
import goods, Macdonald wanted to trust his customers, and in turn they 
trusted him and became long-standing buyers from his firm. By having 
these retailers come to the warehouse to pick out exactly what they wanted 
(rather than sending out travellers with samples) Macdonald increased the 
personal contacts he had with people which he felt was crucial to good 
business and good living.

The weight of business returned to his shoulders when his buyer, ware-
house foreman and bookkeeper left the firm suddenly to open their own 
House. Through this surprising and grave financial emergency, Macdonald 
decided to adopt the departmental system within the business so that a 
loss of some employees would not mean the transfer of all the responsi-
bilities back to him (he was by this time 43 years old).130 John Macdonald 
& Co. was the first firm in Toronto to introduce the departmental system 
of doing business and was also the first to send departmental buyers to 
Britain and Europe twice a year in order to secure the best goods available 
at the most reasonable prices.131

When new shipments of goods arrived, large ads (some with amusing 
poetry) would announce the type of goods available. Reading in the Globe 
during this period it would not be strange to see a half-page advertisement 
with inch-high letters announcing the Macdonald name and the arrival 
of “dry goods, carpets, woollens and fancy goods.”132 Where Macdonald 
picked up these new practices or whether they were his ideas, it is obvious 
that he was not afraid to begin new business methods unlike many other 
men at the time.

It would be an understatement to say that John Macdonald had achieved 
a great deal from the time he opened his little retail store, ‘Large 103.’ Not 
only did he build one of the principle wholesale businesses in Toronto, 
he also began his involvement with Victoria University, Toronto General 
Hospital and politics. He managed to build one of Toronto’s finest ex-
amples of Victorian homes and was by this time the proud father of seven 
new children. 
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40.  Oaklands in 2007 — still as beautiful as it was over 140 years ago. [HvB 2007] 
The house remains a well-known Toronto home as well as the internationally 
known substitute for “Maplehurst,” the mansion in the Anne of Green Gables 
movie sequel. 

His multi-faceted life was to reach full speed, however, only in the post-
Confederation period.
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chapter 4

The ‘Perfect ’ Methodist

41. Macdonald in his early 40’s continuing his political career. [WLC]
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For the 1867 election, 1193 citizens requisitioned Macdonald to run 
against Mr. R.A. Harrison (later Chief Justice of Ontario). He lost. Again 
Macdonald would not take to personal solicitation and not even The Globe 
editorial was effective enough:

The electors of Toronto have a very important duty to perform 
today. They are to decide between Reform candidates and the can-
didates of the jobbers and corruptionists. They are to say whether 
they endorse the waste, the fraud and the mismanagement which 
so long ran riot at the Seat of government under Galt, Macdonald 
and Co....Every man who votes must take the choice between cor-
ruption and honesty — between extravagance and economy....they 
must vote for the reform candidates — for Messrs. Macdonald and 
Crooks in the West End....133

These strong words against the Conservatives were written just two months 
after Canada became a Dominion. Mr. Harrison won the election with 
1477 votes to Macdonald’s 1048.134 The program of independent thinking on 
the part of John Macdonald during the Confederation debates was part of 
the explanation. He was not a fighting politician or a party man. He voted 
and spoke according to his conscience and while this trait was given great 
tribute when he died, it was not a platform that won votes.

42.  This sketch of the Bank of Upper Canada by W.J. Thompson was reproduced 
in the Evening Telegram. The bank was York’s first financial institution135 and 
it “surely impressed the small pioneer society it served.” It failed in 1866.136 
Located at the corner of Adelaide and George Street. [TPL T10484]
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What happens to a man after he loses an important election at the birth of 
a country? Many, of course, join corporations, write books or retire. John 
Macdonald continued, and increased, his personal efforts in social services, 
expanded his business enterprises and had an opportunity to spend more 
time with his growing family. If the pre-Confederation period was his 
‘Seeds to Success,’ the post-period would be his determined time of setting 
an example of perfect patterns of living relative to his own actions, those of 
his employees and those with whom he came in contact.

After Confederation trade increased within Canada, allowing the devel-
opment of new banks and financial centres. In 1835 there were only two 
chartered banks — The Bank of Upper Canada and The Commercial 
Bank. Others were formed to end the political oligarchical power base 
within them. The failure of these banks after the 1857 depression insti-
gated Toronto men to establish an Upper-Canada bank to compete with 
the Bank of Montreal. This new bank was called the Canadian Bank of 
Commerce under the leadership of Irish Baptist William McMaster137 
(next door neighbour of Macdonald). As a renowned businessman him-
self, Macdonald reluctantly entered the world of bank finance. He was 
asked to accept the position of a Board member along with other com-
mercial leaders: H.S. Howland (later President of the Imperial Bank), John 
Taylor (paper mill owner), William Elliot (wholesaler), William Alexander 
(stockbroker) and T.S. Stayner (son of a former postmaster-general).138 This 

43.  The Bank of Upper Canada as seen in 1872. This building still stands on the 
corner of Adelaide and George Streets, two doors west of Toronto’s first post 
office and next door to the first De La Salle College which, ironically, later 
bought Macdonald’s Oaklands property to build a new school and use the 
home as a residence for the teachers. [TPL T10485]
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was a natural extension of the April 9, 1867 reconstituted Reform Association 
of Upper Canada which had Macdonald, George Brown, John McMurrich, 
William McMaster, and A.M. Smith as members. In general, then, Toronto 
Liberals were obviously concerned with having both political and economic 
control over Ontario to gain increased Dominion powers.139

The bank started with a capital investment of $1,000,000 with six branches 
in the chief cities and towns of Ontario. They constructed the beautiful 
Italian renaissance central branch at King and Jordan Streets and by 1891 
had increased their capital to $6,000,000 and 38 branches throughout 
Ontario, Montreal and New York.140 Feeling that his name and position 
had helped the bank long enough, John Macdonald resigned his posi-
tion in 1869.141 He did allow his name, along with William McMaster, to 
be used as a reference for the small, and largely, inconsequential Brown 
Banking House.142

The Toronto of the time was changing in size and in organization. The 
population of Toronto was still pre-dominantly of British origin but more 
of the people were born in Canada (51% as compared to 34% in 1851). The 
population of 56,092 had 17% Methodists with Anglicans and Roman 
Catholics still having the largest proportions of the population.143 

Generally the economy from 1867 to the 1890s was one of steady positive 
growth toward industrialization and not marked by any recessions or depres-
sions.144 There was high growth through to 1873 and then a period of slower 
growth to 1878. The economy was peripheral to the United States economy 
but was relatively more stable in its monetary and financial systems.145

By the 1870s Toronto and Montreal were already the central areas of man-
ufacturing in Canada (33% and 27% respectively). Secondary industries 
expanded rapidly for local and regional consumption with overall devel-
opment steadily increasing.146 There were seven classes of occupations: 
unskilled labour, semi-skilled, skilled, clerical, business, professional and 
‘private means’ (those who were gentlemen, pensioners, retired or unem-
ployed).147 Wages remained fairly constant throughout this period with 
unskilled labour making $1.00 per day and tradesmen earning between 
$2.00–$3.50 per day. Businessmen and professionals were making a good 
salary at about $2,000 per annum but this was not considered an extra-
ordinary sum of money.148

Taxation was always low (federal income and corporate taxes did not appear 
until World War I). More than in any succeeding period, governments were 
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generally friendly to private enterprise, combining generous subsidies with a 
minimum of social control of business in hedging the Canadian market with 
substantial protective tariffs.

Given the favourable environment within which Macdonald worked it is 
not surprising that he would translate his Methodist traditions into on-
going efforts to improve certain aspects of Toronto, and Canadian, life. The 
following sections will touch on the many concerns that Macdonald was 
interested in. Although generally in chronological order, these concerns do 
cross over some years.

Having more free time after his political defeat, Macdonald was able to 
take a seat as Trustee of the Toronto General Hospital representing the 
Board of Trade149 for a two-year term beginning in 1868. It coincided with 
the time that the finances of the hospital were so “embarrassed that it 
could not carry on its work with success.” The doors of the hospital were 
closed in August and did not reopen for a year,150 upon Macdonald’s rec-
ommendation “since it brought the most effective kind of pressure on the 
Ontario Government.”151

In order to help the hospital, Macdonald contributed personal funds at its 
opening to keep it from bankruptcy and led a personal campaign to collect 
further funds. He attended all the board meetings and visited the hospital 
five or six times a week (he began visiting the sick upon his conversion in 
1843).152 Hospitals “were crudely organized and administered; the public 
did not realize their importance until nursing reforms and aseptic surgery 
began to make headway in the 1870s. The Toronto General was as good a 
Hospital [as any]...and met the demands of the time as well as it was pos-
sible.”153 Macdonald took the Chairmanship of the Board between 1872-
1875 and was instrumental in raising funds to repair floors, decayed wood 
in the galleries, paint the hospital wards, fix the leaky roofs and primitive 
drainage system.154

During 1868 Macdonald was involved in numerous other activities. He 
presided over the breakfast for the missionaries leaving to preach in the 
Northwest Territories and was President of the 43rd anniversary of the 
Missionary Society held in Guelph. In the fall of that year Toronto was 
chosen to be the site of the first Convention of the Young Men’s Christian 
Associations, with representatives from Quebec and Ontario. Eighteen 
associations were representing a total membership of 2,073 (350 members 
in Toronto). Macdonald was elected President of the Convention and the 
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main concerns of the group were the best “methods of organizing and 
developing the Christian activity” of the membership. They decided that 
rather than use ‘dead lions’ as examples for the young men, they would 
recruit leading Christians of the day to promote the motto of “Every man 
to his work.”155 It is not hard to see that Macdonald, if not the originator 
of the plan, would have been a strong supporter and one of the ‘leading 
Christians’ chosen for the task.

While still in its infancy, Macdonald donated $2,000 in 1871156 in hopes 
of encouraging other businessmen to share in carrying the financial bur-
den of the Association.157 Such dedication saw the YMCA rise from an 
insignificant organization in 1862, sometimes meeting in the Temperance 
Hall, to its becoming the wealthiest and most numerous of many similar 
institutions in 1872 when Macdonald was its President.158 Macdonald also 
represented Canada on the International Committee of the YMCA.159

The Canadian Association had changed their methods from the U.S. 
model in order to adapt to the Canadian culture. An example of the oppo-
site, however, was the design of Shaftesbury Hall on the corner of Queen 
and James Streets (dedicated by Macdonald in January 1872), patterned 
after a New York centre. The design included the construction of a gymna-
sium but the Canadian populace saw no use for the large room and it was 
not used until 1886.160 

A high point in the early history of the Association was the regal 
visit of Lord Dufferin to Shaftesbury Hall in the year of its opening. 
Macdonald’s high regard for the Governor General was expressed in the 
poem written to commemorate his farewell from Canada. It is interest-
ing to note Macdonald’s strong sense of duty, honesty, good government 
and imperialist support:

 Farewell to Lord and Lady Dufferin 
 On Their Leaving Canada

To rule a nation and not make a foe,
 To govern wisely, yet to give none pain,
Needs wisdom such as rulers seldom show,
 Are “highest triumphs” and a lasting gain.
To do one’s duty and to do it well,
 To do it honestly whate’er betide,
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44.  The YMCA’s Shaftesbury Hall on the corner of Queen and James Streets for 
which Macdonald laid the cornerstone. [Toronto: A Pictorial Record 1813-1882, reproduc-
tion of Canadian Illustrated News and engraved by E. Haberer, November 23, 1872.]

Is what must make a nation’s history tell;
 A story, which her sons may read with pride.
Of such a nation, “its good-will to win,”
 Is an achievement open but to few;
Of all our rulers none have borne away,
 So fair a chaplet as we give to you.
’Twere strange indeed did we not wish you well
 When you have left us for the motherland,
And stranger still did we forget the spell
 So oft begotten by your heart and hand.
And well we know that you will think of us
 In golden autumn, when the maples red
Their leafy mantles o’er the forests throw,
 Making all loveliness though they be dead.
And when the “widowed earth” is clad in white,
 When fleecy snow caps hills and landscape o’er,

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   61 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[62] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

Your thoughts will dwell on pleasant wintry days
 You spent with us beyond the ocean’s roar.
And oft in springtime, oft in summer fair,
 When laughing childhood romps ’mid grass and flowers
You’ll live these happy, joyous seasons o’er,
 So gladly spent in this bright land of ours.
Farewell; and to your Countess dear, farewell;
 Yours be a future bright, without alloy;
And happy as have been the years spent here,
 Let happier wait you both to Clandeboye.
And we shall round the thistle, shamrock, rose,
 A wreath of our own maple proudly twine
A pledge of closer bonds with England dear,
 And tell our children how the work was thine.161

Macdonald’s involvement continued when he was named as a delegate to 
the International Committee of the YMCA which met yearly till 1877 and 
biennially thereafter.162

Although highly involved in the organizational and financial aspects of the 
‘Y,’ Macdonald took the position that setting an example of good Christian 
living was the most important aspect of his work. Success and business had 
made businessmen very individualistic. They feared that the corrupting 
effects of the economic development they were producing would take away 
incentives for self-discipline and self-improvement. They were concerned 
that life would be too easy and too much of an idle world that would hurt 
society.163 More specifically, some Methodist businessmen worried about 
possible corrupting effects of their affluence. It would be more accurate 
to say that they were so affluent because they took the idea of Christian 
stewardship so seriously.164 An example of Macdonald’s dedication toward 
the upbringing of society’s young men is demonstrated in a speech, and 
later published booklet, on “Business Success: what it is and how to secure 
it.” [See Appendix 5.]

Although his speech was rather long, his structure and presentation were 
clear, well researched and received with enthusiasm by the young men in 
attendance. He began by addressing the problem of the large number of 
business failures and turnovers. He saw the root of these failures in the 
incompetency of the men running the businesses. The main cause was 
extravagance (80% of the problem), intemperance, speculation, profanity, 
and Sabbath-breaking. He admonished parents who told their children 
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what careers they should follow “as if they had no will of their own.” To 
Macdonald the worth of men “should be estimated, not so much by the 
accident of their birth, as by their character: whether the son of a coal-
heaver or a Lord. His honour was his own.”165 He cited the example of 
the people of Chicago who had surmounted the disaster of the 1871 fire 
with honour and determination. The fire saw the total destruction of the 
public sector of the city ($150 million) with 150,000 people homeless and 
a panic on Wall Street.166 To Macdonald the city’s rapid return to nor-
mality was an example of the inner strength that people had and could 
use when necessary.167

His recommendations for measuring and achieving success illustrate his 
beliefs succinctly:

1. prudence learned in the home from the mother,
2. self-denial; also learned in the home,
3. be careful with time,
4. be careful of your companions,
5. don’t do illegal (“hurtful”) work,
6. be careful of your own character since a ‘good name’ is extremely 

important,
7. love the truth,
8. be careful of the interest of your creditors,
9. take stock and balance your books,
10. buy insurance,
11. be cheerful and courteous to customers,
12. get married when financially possible,
13. be enthusiastic about your work and be willing to start at the 

bottom (be patient for promotion),
14. advertise your services widely and truthfully,
15. ask God’s blessing (Macdonald, himself, kept a well-used Bible 

on his desk to refer to it regularly),
16. do not let disaster overwhelm you.168

Reading the list carefully one can easily see the summation of Macdonald’s 
business career and personal morals. The terms he uses such as ‘self-denial,’ 
‘truth,’ ‘take stock,’ and the others reveal the Methodist beliefs upon which 
he based his success. His own business was worth $500,000 with annual 
sales of about $1,000,000 by the 1870s. He had approximately 100 clerks 
working for him in the largest wholesale house of any kind in Canada.169
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It is no wonder then that many people would go to Macdonald for 
advice and financial aid. It was in the 1870s that Macdonald gave fellow 
Methodist Timothy Eaton credit in order to convert his dry goods busi-
ness to a cash-only store and subsequently helped changed the path of 
Canadian history.170

Macdonald had no qualms about speaking out against those businessmen 
who had a tendency to brag about their wealth and then refused to give 
donations to charitable organizations because of ‘economic hard times.’ 
“Poor fools! Making wealth and at the same time forging a chain with 
which it will bind them as its slaves; making wealth to embitter in the end 
their own happiness, passing through life without gladdening any heart, 
and without experiencing the luxury of making others happy, or realizing 
the truth of those most precious words, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’”171 It may appear as a cliché to us today but this was a philosophy 
that John Macdonald sincerely believed in and practised. “Many a mer-
chant can look about upon the hours spent in his office as among the 
happiest of his life, that there he has had his own heart made glad, that 
there he has been able in some measure at least, to make glad the hearts 
of others.”172

Macdonald would not always give money to people in need. There 
was a fifty-year old Irishman who was highly discouraged at his lot in 
Toronto. After hopeful words of support from Macdonald he later com-
mented that “You were the first man in the city who spoke to me a word 
of encouragement...I date all my success from that day and from that cir-
cumstance.”173 Macdonald mentioned this case as the one-in-ten example 
of doing good with the other nine cases representing people who misused 
his kindness. He felt “it is better that you should be deceived and this in 
nine cases, rather than that in the tenth really deserving [case, it] should go 
away unassisted.”174 Macdonald practiced this system and gave money to 
individuals and groups. He was once asked to donate funds to help build a 
synagogue and refused on religious grounds. He did, however, give money 
to the Jewish poor fund since “Christianity teaches that poverty, suffering, 
and distress are to be relieved wherever they exist and by those who profess 
it, according to their ability, without reference to race, colour or creed.”175

A last example of the kindness he showed from his office was the story of a 
young lad of thirteen who came to see him and presented him with a piece 
of paper with the name ‘Macdonald’ written on it. Macdonald asked the 
boy what he wanted from him and he answered: “I was told that if I came 
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to you, you would give me a pass ticket to my uncle in Iowa.” As was his 
custom, Macdonald asked the lad several questions about his knowledge 
of Christ and was astonished at his lack of awareness. “I have a boy several 
years younger than you who could answer all these questions!” The boy 
answered curtly: “Yes, but he has a father, a mother and a home.” Somewhat 
stunned and embarrassed, Macdonald assured the successful passage of the 
boy through Detroit and Chicago with letters of recommendation to the 
various YMCA homes and used this example to admonish those people 
who would not assist in the valuable and necessary work of the YMCA.176

Macdonald was an energetic servant within his church. He was a member 
of several Boards of Trustees; a lifetime treasurer of the Missionary Society; 
appointed delegate to Annual and General Conferences in Canada, the 
United States and England; he was a Toronto representative on various 

45.  A pencil sketch of the New Wesleyan Methodist Church, more commonly 
known as the Metropolitan Church, built on McGill Square on the north-
west corner of Queen and Church Streets. In the background you can see St. 
Michael’s Roman Catholic Cathedral. [TPL T10025]
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ecclesiastical bodies; superintendent and lay preacher of Sabbath Schools177 
and church functions; assisted at weekly prayer meetings; was a zealous 
supporter of revival services and was a leading member in the financial 
and organizational drive to construct new churches throughout Ontario.178 
He was certainly the leading Methodist layman of the times but there 
were also other businessmen and professionals who contributed greatly to 
Toronto’s growth and to the various social concerns of the day.179 Two areas 
for which he was most notable during this period were his involvement 
with the construction of the Metropolitan Church and his support for the 
unification of the various Methodist conferences.

46.  The church in 2007 with the shrubbery in the pencil sketch above now grown 
into mature trees. [HvB 2007]
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Macdonald received no less than thirty silver trowels180 for the churches 
he dedicated throughout Ontario.181 He contributed widely, even beyond 
Methodist churches, as he believed that such buildings gave promise to the 
permanent influence of religion in a certain region.182 

The largest project was the construction of the New Wesleyan Methodist 
Church (commonly known as the Metropolitan Church) built on McGill 
Square (Queen and Church Streets). 

The McGill Square was originally expected to be bought by the City 
for a new city hall. The Roman Catholic Church was also interested in 
the property. At the same, the leaders of the Adelaide Street Wesleyan 
Church were trying to decide how to increase their downtown member-
ship. Through various communications and good luck, they decided to put 
in a bid with other leading Methodists of the time to buy McGill Square 
for a new, much larger church. The Bank of Montreal had foreclosed the 
mortgage on McGill Square and required a quick turn-around to buy the 
property. Within a matter of eight hectic days, clerics and lay people from 

47.  Aerial view of the church in 2007 showing the build up around the church 
compared to the pencil sketch of 1881. [HvB 2007]
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neighbouring churches, including John Macdonald representing Yorkville, 
approved the purchase. John Macdonald, Toronto’s ‘Merchant Prince,’ and 
Abram W. Lauder were asked to solicit donations from the business area 
south of King Street along with their own contributions.183

As Reverend Anson Green of the Adelaide Church wrote in his 
autobiography: 

They purchased the entire square, 3¼ acres for $26,000, but as the 
Mayor and the Roman Bishop were both anxious to get the prop-
erty, a much larger sum than the one we gave was at once offered 
— but offered a few minutes too late!184 

Mr. Henry Langley designed the church in the French gothic style of the 
fourteenth century with its main interior measuring 124 feet by 68 feet. 
Built by Joseph Gearing, it could easily accommodate 1,800 people and 
when necessary extra seats could bring the total to 2,400.185 

Some of the original trustees were Rev. W.M. Punshon, D.D.186, Rev. 
Egerton Ryerson and John Macdonald. They served for life terms.187 

48.  The trowel “Presented to 
Mrs. John Macdonald on 
the occasion of laying the  
cornerstone of the 
Methodist Church 
Uxbridge, July 21, 1888.” 
[ JBC]
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The church opened on April 4, 1872. It was a monumental event with rail-
way fares into the city reduced for the dedication services. Upwards of 
2,300 people attended the event each paying 50 cents for the privilege. A 
fundraising appeal was launched with $32,000 subscribed far exceeding 
expectations. The newspaper published the long list of subscribers, with the 
amounts donated ranging from John Macdonald’s two thousand dollars to 
one dollar from an Alice McNab.188 

At the dedication service, April 4, 1873, Macdonald addressed the criticism 
levied against the Methodists for building such an elaborate church. The 
Globe records the speech:

Macdonald had heard it stated that the proposed church was too 
expensive and extravagant, but he would ask whether they would 
wish to see progress in everything but in the structure of the House 
of God. (Hear)...The Presbyterians could not complain of them for 
they had set the example of building fine churches. The only thing 
was that the Methodists had gone a little further than their instruc-
tors. (Laughter) They intended that the church should be an orna-
ment to the continent and believed that for two or three centuries 
this church would preserve its beauty and they knew that ‘a thing of 
beauty was a joy for ever.’ (Cheers) The ladies had made this church 
their special mission, and to this was owing in a great measure its 
success. (Cheers)189

When the inspiration behind the church, Rev. Punshon, announced his 
plans to return to Britain, he received many tributes and a honourary 
L.L.D. from Victoria College. In an effort to keep Punshon in Toronto, 
Premier Mowat, through John Macdonald, made an unknown proposal to 
the Reverend which “deeply interested” Punshon. In a letter to Macdonald, 
Punshon acknowledged the proposal and said that “rarely [had he] felt 
anything so flattering.”190 He, however, declined and returned to England.

Eighteen hundred and seventy-four marked the year when there was 
a partial union of the Methodist church. In 1867 there were seven dis-
tinct English-speaking branches of the church in Canada. Of these there 
were two Wesleyan Conferences, the Canadian Conference of Societies 
and Circuits in Ontario, Quebec and BC (largest conference with 55,000 
members) and the Methodist Episcopal Church of Canada.191 Macdonald 
took a deep interest in the proposal and was an active participant in the 
negotiations before the 1874 and later the larger 1883 union.192 The Wesleyan 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   69 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[70] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

Conference, of which John Macdonald was a member, wanted union to 
strengthen their efforts in mission work especially in Canada’s north-
west and wanted a strong church in order to keep Victoria College in the 
black.193 The theological reasoning was that “Methodists were people of the 
connexion and the greatest sins were the shattering of social harmony and 
the division of the connexion.”194

Of less historical significance, yet revealing of Macdonald’s nature, was his 
acquisition of land at Yonge Street and Marlborough Avenue. He used this 
land to build a small “sanctuary” where his overcrowded Sabbath classes 
could be held and where the poor and sick could visit. It was added to 
over the years and in 1876 became the Yonge Street Methodist Church. 
‘Brother Macdonald’ became an original steward of the Quarterly Board 
and was present at practically every meeting.195 It is engaging to note that 
in his diary he would record the number of children in attendance at his 
new Sabbath class in the Yonge Street church. From the total sum of 3 
in his first class to a total of 57 after nine weeks, he kept accurate records 
of their attendance and special events that occurred.196 As in everything 
else, he was a meticulous worker, just as the Methodist belief in ‘individual 
responsibility’ would demand.

Examining Macdonald’s visible expression of a ‘perfect pattern of living’ 
would be incomplete if we did not look at his approach to family life. He 
was, of course, a busy man and left the general running of Oaklands to his 
wife. His upbringing caused a certain “dictatorial bearing of imperiousness 
of disposition”197 and, therefore, he was not a man who appreciated deceit 
in people or viewpoints contradictory to his own. He hated dishonesty and 
sneakiness. His eldest son spoke of one day when he was riding with his 
father on Yonge Street when they met a man who had treated Macdonald 
badly. “Involuntarily Mr. Macdonald bowed to him, when at once he told 
his coachman, Brady198, to rein up the horses and Macdonald looked the 
man in the face and said: ‘I want you to understand, sir, that that was a mis-
take, my bowing to you. I do not recognize you, for I regard you as a thor-
ough scoundrel.”199 Macdonald’s autocratic nature unleashed such harsh 
words when necessary and his lancing tongue would not be spared on his 
children, when necessary. However, he often wrote of the importance of 
his home life and the pride he had in his children. “Arrived at home about 
6:30 p.m. What a joyful meeting. Found my dear wife at the door to meet 
me. Amy and all the children, eleven at this point, were there. Never did I 
feel happier or more thankful.”200
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49.   Macdonald kept journals all of his life. He would write sporadically depend-
ing on his other commitments and desire to record his thoughts. Some entries 
were lengthy while others reported the weather and not much else. This 8 × 11 
inch journal is representative of the types that he used. [NG]
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His writing was important to him and he kept a journal for most of his 
life. The journals had a two-page weekly spread with room to write in 
for each day of the week, except Sundays. Macdonald often added a note 
under Saturday with the Sunday date. The space for each day of the week is 
about 7 inches wide by 3.5 inches high. If he ran out of room, he would just 
cross out the date of the next entry and continue writing. His handwriting 
had many beautiful loops, curves and right-handed slant but not all well 
formed letters making the content sometimes difficult to read.

He wrote about weather, illnesses, travels, family members (including 
extended family like ‘Grandma and Grandpa Alcorn’), business, world 
events, the cost of things, the death of acquaintances, sermon titles and 
guest preachers. He often missed a whole week or more. Sometimes he 
would write very short entries (e.g., Weather still cold to day, June 9, 1871) 
and others taking over a whole page or more. At the back of some of his 
journals were notes recording the names and addresses of friends, drafts 
of poems he was working on and notations of donations he had made 
throughout the year.201

Most of his journals are lost but his great-grandson William Lytle has 
managed to keep four within his collection. The journals were printed in 
Toronto and were similar year to year.

Two excerpts give us examples of what Macdonald wrote about. One is 
of the birth of his daughter Ethel. The other is of the devastating fire in 
Chicago. Both entries are from 1871.

Birth of his daughter:

Left from Church with children
returned as Momma was feeling poorly
Went for Doctor Robinson and Mrs. McDowell
about 5:30 P.M. At 9:45 P.M.
Annie was delivered of a fine child a
girl [Ethel Alberta]
The Children with the exception of
Winney and Ponty all went to grandmamma

Macdonald wrote about the Chicago fire in greater detail in his lecture 
to the young men of the YMCA given the following year. He said: “No 
disaster ever fell upon people, during the century, equal to that which fell 
upon the people of Chicago on the 9th of October of last year. Never did 
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50.  Entry from Macdonald’s 1871 journal on the birth of his daughter Ethel. It is 
interesting to note the use of “Momma” rather than the more formal “Mother.” 
This is explained from Macdonald’s own roots from a poor family where such 
Victorian mannerisms were not present. [NG]

51.  Entry from Thursday, October 12, 1871 recounting the Chicago fire that dev-
astated the city and brought relief from countries around the world, including 
Macdonald’s own efforts. He records in the first days after the fire that there 
was $300,000,000 property damage (in 1871 dollars) with 150,000 homeless 
and destitute people with miles of burning buildings. [NG]

a people in any land rise above disaster with more commendable energy. 
The burned area extended over two thousand one hundred and twenty-
four acres, or nearly three and half square miles; seventeen thousand four 
hundred and fifty buildings were destroyed; ninety-eight thousand five 
hundred people were rendered homeless; two hundred and fifty perished 
in the flames; property amounted to six hundred and twenty million dol-
lars was destroyed.”
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There was the formal and informal life at Oaklands. The Sabbath was a day 
when the family attended church and Sabbath school services four times 
in one day. In the typical Victorian style of the day, all proceedings were 
structured and there was to be no horseplay. The visiting clergyman would 
always return to Oaklands for lunch (one rather unscrupulous fellow left 
with the collection).202 The service of family prayers (usually twice a day) 
was held before any assembly of Macdonalds. There would be a reading of 
the Scriptures, a hymn was sometimes sung and then a prayer.203 Although 
very proper for a Methodist family, it certainly detracted from the playful 
instincts of his children.

During the week when Macdonald was home he would join in on boyish 
sports with the children such as chess or winning the emotion-packed 
marbles matches. His austerity was to shine, however, on a Sunday when 
Alexander had gone to the brickyard to get some clay to make his cham-
pionship marbles. He was quickly directed to return to the yard with his 
newly baked equipment!204 Although the stories of his discipline reflect a 
strict nature, they are also the ones most remembered by his grandchildren. 
On one occasion John or James took a clothes peg from a store and their 
father brought them back to apologize and pay for the item.205

There was the occasion when Mr. Macdonald had told his children that if 
they did something wrong and told the truth about it, they would not be 
spanked. Keeping this promise in mind the children found newly delivered 
plant pots and rolled them down the steep hill by the house. We must 
remember that the children did not have any friends in the neighbourhood 
and, therefore, had to amuse themselves with imaginative play and activi-
ties that would use the minimum of paraphernalia. Watching the pots roll 
down the hill was great fun, especially when they smashed into each other 
and broke with a loud crack. As children are wont to do, they decided to 
test out their father’s new program of truth telling. When he arrived in 
his carriage they rushed up to him with the large innocent eyes that only 
guilty children can have. “You said that if we told the truth, Papa, that you 
wouldn’t punish us.” Recognizing their ploy, their father replied: “It would 
appear that this time I will have to dismiss that rule.” The children were 
disappointed.206 Punishment for the boys usually meant a physical strap-
ping or being sent to sit atop the water tank in the tower in complete and 
fearful darkness.207

The girls were also expected to do well in their pursuits. David A. McKillop 
writes of his grandmother, Ethel Alberta: 
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52-53.  The family Bible is now in the collection of Judy Macdonald. According 
to her father, everyone had to assemble in the Oaklands Chapel. You can 
see in the second photo several verses underlined. Given Macdonald’s love 
of books and writing/underlining key phrases in them, it is likely he who 
underlined the family Bible as well. [ JM2]
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[H]er school report cards show her to have been a good student. 
Her Senior Class report of 1887 from Dufferin House boarding and 
day school, other than for ‘German’ shows nothing less than a 92 
grade and many 100. Father, being a devout Methodist and lay min-
ister, had her well schooled in the ways of Christianity and the need 
of accepting Jesus as her Savior. 

Hence we find her in her later teenage years on the street corners of 
Toronto shaking a tambourine, wearing the Salvation Army uniform and 
loudly voicing to one and all the message of Salvation ‘whosoever will may 
come.’ She was deeply involved with and spoke almost daily at one or sev-
eral of the following: The Shelter – rehabilitating alcoholics; Lighthouse 
Mission; Home of Rest; Hospital; Y.W.C.A. or the Salvation Army.

It seems that her father was not ‘well pleased’ with his daughter’s street 
preaching performance. The Senator was personally acquainted with 
General Booth and generously supported the Salvation Army, however his 
preference was that this daughter would maintain a lower profile.208

The only entertainment allowed at Oaklands was a garden party or friendly 
afternoon picnic. At one such garden party, Macdonald wanted to surprise 
his wife with a new ‘toy.’ He had secretly installed a new invention down 
at the southern extremity of his property (Cottingham Street) and during 
the party an instrument beside Macdonald, near the house, rang continu-
ously until a handle was lifted up — the introduction of the telephone at 
Oaklands was from that time forward a total success.209

At such Oakland events there was no dancing, drinking or smoking allowed 
as Macdonald was vehemently opposed to all of these ill-suited habits. He was 
most adamant about temperance and supported the Christian Temperance 
Mission, the Propitiatory Alliance and the temperance movement in general.210

When he saw someone drinking a glass of beer, he would tell him that if 
he bought a glass of beer a day he would spend $18.80 a year [5 cents a day] 
and in 30 years he would have squandered enough money to buy a new 
house; and with the interest he would have received on his money he could 
have bought enough furniture to fill it…. But, to his friends Macdonald 
sadly admitted that while his facts always proved startling, “I can say less 
of the helpful results.”211

Macdonald was also a sporting man. He was a keen horseman and a mem-
ber of the Toronto Hunt Club. “He was always well mounted,” writes Lucy 
Booth Martyn.212
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54.  View of the front 
of Upper Canada 
College on King 
Street West where 
the Princess of 
Wales Theatre now 
stands. [TPL T31168] 

55.  Portrait of Alexander 
when he was proba-
bly 7 or 8 years old in 
1874-75. He was quite 
an athlete and would 
later be a Master213 
at Upper Canada 
College alongside of 
Stephen Leacock. 
[WLC]
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He was proud of his children and when one of the boys was involved in an 
activity at Upper Canada College (the boys walked down to the King Street 
campus every day) Macdonald would arrange with his coachman, Brady, to 
go to the school. One of his sons, Alexander, was a winning cross-country 
runner and Macdonald would visit the race. He probably showed his pride in 
the customary clapping of hands and hearty pat on the back.214Much can be 
made about Macdonald’s stoic character and his strict adherence to religious 
norms but he had a very sensitive side nurtured by his mother and accentu-
ated by his philanthropic works. Oaklands reflected this side of his character 
as well. The little that is known of the interior of Oaklands tells us that 
Macdonald imported all his good Victorian furniture and fine china and sil-
ver collection but did not decorate the house lavishly at all. There were some 
paintings of landscapes and possibly a piano for hymn singing but generally 
there did not appear to be any great emphasis on material accumulation.215 
What does appear true is that Macdonald did have an ‘eye’ for good things, 
and what was in Oaklands was of excellent quality. 

His love of nature — its flowers and the musical lives of the birds — were 
assured in the design of the extensive grounds and his personal hobby of 

56.  One of several imported marble fireplaces in Oaklands showing the high  
quality of craftsmanship that Macdonald expected in his home. [HvB 1979]
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planting beautiful trees and shrubs. During the summers he would open 
his grounds to the Sunday School children who might not otherwise have 
had the opportunity to enjoy such an experience.216 A poem illustrates this 
love of nature and reveals his sensitivity to life, inner strength and the uni-
versal need for human compassion.

The Wounded Grey Bird
I watched a little grey bird,
 As it flew against a wall,
So stunned, so nearly lifeless,
 I saw it helplessly fall;
It gave one gasp and closed its eyes,
 It dropped its bruised head,
And all this in one moment,
 I thought that it was dead.
Between my hands I held it,
 And breathed upon its breast,
As something whispered to me,
 “Now try and do your best.”
And soon I felt it struggling,
 and then a kindling glow,
Which told the crisis over,
 Told of the life’s blood flow.
I placed it gently on my knee,
 To catch the sun’s warm rays,
So strange to see it fluttering,
 For ended seemed its days.
It gathered strength each moment,
 And then with new delight,
It left me to my nursing,
 And soon flew out of sight.
How oft in the great city,
 Does many a brother fall,
Stunned like the little grey bird,
 That dashed against the wall.
And wounded bird and man must die,
 We well can understand,
If someone out of loving heart,
 Reach not forth a loving hand.217
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Macdonald did not have much time for quiet thoughts during this 
period of his life, however. Due to a mismanagement of the 1875 election 
in the Central Toronto riding, R. Wilkes was forced to resign and John 
Macdonald was acclaimed for a short period to the House of Commons.218 

While likely in Ottawa, he commissioned family photos taken of all of his 
family in early 1875. The photos were framed and kept in a special leather 
case that when opened stretched out many feet of red velvet with pouches 
holding each photograph backed onto cardboard. Whether he travelled 
with these or they were kept at Oaklands is unknown.

57. Amy aged 22. [ JM1]
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58. Mrs. Annie Macdonald aged 42. [ JM1]
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59. Annie aged 16. [ JM1]
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 60. Marion aged 15. [ JM1]

61. Lucie aged 13. [ JM1]
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62. Jack aged 12. [ JM1]

63. James aged 10. [ JM1]
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65. Winnie aged 6. [ JM1]

64. Alexander Alcorn 
“Prant” aged 8. [ JM1]
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66. Ethel aged 4. [ JM1]

67. Duncan aged 2. [ JM1]
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68. Arthur as an  
infant. [ JM1]

69.  This portfolio when opened stretches out several feet to include red velvet 
pockets for each of the 12 photos plus one of a younger John Macdonald 
taken in a different year. [ JM1]
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His presence was not noted with great speeches or prominent bills. The 
Mackenzie Liberals were in power (November 7, 1873 to October 8, 1878) 
and although Macdonald represented one of the largest and most power-
ful ridings in Canada, he was largely insignificant. His strong sense of 
religious fervour caused him to push through a bill, in 1877, that has reper-
cussions to this day. The bill required the Speaker of the House to open 
all proceedings with a prayer. The Speaker was then required to alternate 
the language of the prayer between French and English every other day.219 

He also spoke out energetically on the scheme of a commercial treaty with 
the United States (anti-free trade) as negotiated by George Brown but on 
this occasion his business-like advice was not accepted.220 In the end it did 
not matter because the U.S. Senate rejected it. He was, however, listened 
to during the 1876 Budget speech where he showed his grasp and practical 
knowledge of finance.221

When the session of Parliament was over in 1878, Macdonald returned 
to Toronto and began the expansion of his warehouse to Front Street, 
(an event that may have cost him the 1878 election). With the expansion, 
Macdonald’s warehouse has its entrance on 21-25 Wellington Street with 
the back entrance on 32-34 Front Street.222 

However, the use of hollow iron pillars in the expansion was not strong 
enough to bear the weight of new floors and the stock stored there. The 
floor snapped and fell one-and-a-half feet. Loss of life was averted due to 
the heating pipes adding strength to the bailing beams and pillars. 

Macdonald raised the floors and replaced the pillars with solid wooden 
ones at a capital cost of $12,000 plus the cost of overtime for his men.223 To 
offer their personal support to Mr. Macdonald, his employees presented 
him at Christmas with a beautifully illuminated script that said in part, 
“we express to you our grateful sense of the unvarying kindness, liberality, 
and consideration experienced by us at your hands, from our first entry into 
your establishment to the present time.”224 They mentioned his approval 
and financial support for their Mutual Benefit Society; his handsome 
donation to those who worked so hard after the accident; and expressed 
wishes for his long life and many more happy family Christmases.225

During this unfortunate accident the 1878 election occurred. It was a de-
cisive loss for the Liberals and saw the return of Sir John A. Macdonald 
(to June 6, 1891) and his National Policy. John Macdonald lost by only 
three hundred votes226 and his supporters suggested that if he had not been 
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so tied up with his warehouse, he probably would have won the election 
against Mr. R. Ray.

These words of high praise accurately conclude this period of Macdonald’s 
most active time in social service and his political and business career. 
Although no human being is ‘perfect’ in the true sense of the word, 
Macdonald’s life to this point reflects a lifetime commitment to an ideal; 
a pattern of life that saw him strive continually for perfection and success. 
Whether we approve of his strict adherence to these beliefs or not, he had 
the almost rare quality of practicing, without fault, those things that he 
preached. He was a man of honour whose word and hearty handshake 
were more binding than any written document. He was now fifty-five 
years old but anyone who felt that his political defeat would end his active 
public presence would become surprised.
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chapter 5

The Harvest of Life

just as spring brings new life to a year, so did the 1879 spring begin a 
new era in John Macdonald’s life. For the next eleven years Macdonald 
would continue his activities but at a somewhat slower pace. He would 
also spend more of his time travelling with members of his family through 
Europe, America and Canada. Recognizing that his strength was waning, 
Macdonald tied up loose ends and enjoyed the “harvest” of his life.

That spring he took Amy and Lucie with him for a visit to Britain.227 The 
Toronto they left behind at the dock one early morning was one that was 
in the process of dramatic change. It would later be the time referred to as 
the springboard to twentieth century industrialization and specialization. 
The city’s population was doubling and its industrial employees increased 
just as rapidly.228 Foreign imports through Toronto’s docks had increased 
five times that of the 1858 amount of $3,530,198.229 New innovations of elec-
trical power, improved transit systems were around the corner and with 
them social problems such as the severe transit strike in 1886 (supported by 
the Mayor and his police force). 

The BNA Act had left social welfare in the hands of the provinces and 
rapid progress was proceeding under the guidance of J.W. Langmuir, the 
first Inspector of Ontario. While social services were still regarded as 
municipal concerns230, he expanded and improved mental hospitals, gen-
eral health care institutions, jails and industrial schools. His 1874 Charity 
Aid Act facilitated some of the projects already in progress and encouraged 
more private organization of local aid programs.231
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70.  A view of Yonge Street in 1888 looking north from Front Street. Most distinc-
tive are the electrical wires along the street and the commercialization of the 
downtown core. [TPL T12847]

A result of this seemingly uncontrollable expansion was the increase in 
crime. Macdonald saw these crimes as direct results of losing touch with 
faith. He was disgusted at the official opening of the Toronto (Don) Jail 
when leading members of society turned the luncheon into a drunken 
spree — a fine example for the future occupants of this 300-prisoner jail.232

Returning from his overseas trip Macdonald must have realized more 
clearly the results of public inactivity towards crime and he spoke to the 
problem during a speech to the prisoners of the Toronto Jail on Christmas 
morning 1879. He used the analogy of the ‘way in’ and the ‘way out’ signs 
seen before popular institutions in Toronto. He proposed that the ‘way 
into’ prison was through a sequence of events — one leading directly to 
the other: bad company, drunkenness, profanity, Sabbath desecration and 
finally “utter indifference” to anything or anyone. Macdonald continued 
by giving two ways out of prison: forceful escape or becoming “men and 
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women” through Jesus Christ. He said that the example of the Prodigal Son 
suited their needs perfectly and if they would repent, their future would be 
assured.233 The success of the speech is in doubt but not the determination 
of Macdonald.

Through 1880 Macdonald continued his regular activities at work and 
within the church and in 1881 he was appointed a lay delegate to the 
first Ecumenical Conference held in the City Road Chapel, London.234 
This high point in his religious life followed a trip the previous spring to 
Britain and Europe with his wife, Annie (22 years old) and Marion (one 
year younger). Examining with his family the success of Methodism in 
Ontario, Macdonald would have been proud of the nearly thirty congre-
gations in Toronto and the beauty of the churches he helped build.

The following year was an important one for Macdonald. A man always 
looks forward to the day when he hesitantly gives his daughters to a 
betrothed. His first daughter from his second marriage, Annie, married Mr. 
Montgomerie Lewis in February and his second, Marion, married James 
Morrow Esq. in October. The first nights after a wedding are always filled 
with nostalgic memories of the children’s youth. Times like this couldn’t 
last long, however, in a house like Oaklands since it was still filled with 
nine children ranging in age from twenty-nine years old to eight.

Christmas that year was a joyous family day and in the evening the home 
party was one of the most pleasant scenes at Oaklands. Father Macdonald 
was full of high and buoyant spirits and joined in the fun and frolics of 
the younger children. He always felt that by joining in with the children, 
(at the proper times) a father could keep his sons and daughters from the 
“alluring snares of sinful amusement.”235

Reflecting on past years, Macdonald noted in his diary how Providence 
had spared his life during the freak accidents that had occurred during his 
ocean voyages or when travelling from town to town on his speaking tours. 
He saw this as God’s message that “there is still for me a work to do.”236 
He felt this same way when his youngest son, Arthur, an avid horseman,

fell from his horse in Queen’s Park and was critically, almost fatally, 
injured. With family prayers and the doctor’s preparation of very 
strong (almost syrupy) coffee he recovered but never regained his 
full strength.237
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Another feature of his home life was the encouragement he gave his chil-
dren to succeed at what they considered most important to themselves. 
His son Alexander was not interested in the family business but enjoyed 
studying the classical languages as his father did. Macdonald would often 
share his hobby of translating Latin238 verse to English with Alexander 
and encouraged him to attend Victoria University and then to continue 
his studies in Germany. When Alexander wanted to breed purebred fox 
terriers his father said that if he won the scholarship to Victoria, he would 
match the $500 so that a terrier bitch could be imported from Britain. 
In the following years “Ponty” (as he was nicknamed) would win awards 
against the toughest competition in North America for his dogs.239 Again 
Macdonald acclaimed that personal honour surpassed any accident of 
birth by allowing his son to follow his own career. He continued, however, 
to guide his children according to his own ideas of success and honour 
such as the time when one of his boys stayed too long at the home of his 
fiancée. Macdonald sent a telegram with the message: “See Prov. XXV. 17.” 
which reads: “Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s house, lest he be 
weary of thee, and so hate thee.”240 This reflects both the nature of parental 
control over their children at this historical time but also the use of the 
Bible to bring a point across. His son returned home.

 
71.  Left portion of a family portrait taken in 1883 at the western end of Oaklands. 

From left to right: Alexander Alcorn (Prant), James Fraser (Fraser), John 
Kidston ( Jack), Ethel Alberta, Duncan Macgregor, Mrs. Annie Elizabeth 
Macdonald, Lucie Elizabeth, John Macdonald, Winnifred Julia. [NG]
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72.  Right portion of the photo above from left to right: Lucie Elizabeth, John 
Macdonald, Winnifred Julia, Annie Eliza (with umbrella) and Monty 
Lewis, Amy seated with a shawl, Arthur Nimmo sitting on the grass, and 
Marion and James Morrow. Marion and James were married on October 19, 
1882. The identities were listed on the back of the photo and written down 
by the Senator’s granddaughter, Dorothy Lytle (nee Macdonald). [NG] 

Along with family, Macdonald felt strong ties to his friends and colleagues. 
Although he was known for his business sense and his religious commit-
ment, fewer in the community would have known how he manifested his 
friendship during times of real need. In his February 1882 journal he wrote:

Visited Mr. Ballantyne who is ill. [On February 22, 23, 24, and 25th he 
had similar entries.] Called to see Ballantyne this morning to read and 
prayed with him. On February 27th: Ballantyne died this morning at 
7 o’clock. Weather very mild. February 28th: Ballantyne buried to day at 
Necropolis. Weather very mild. 

On November 9, 1882 Macdonald wrote: Thanksgiving Day.241 Revd Dr. 
Leach preached from “Praise to the Lord” Psalm 111. Attended the funeral of 
Mr. W.T. Mason as one of the pallbearers. Service conducted at Metropolitan by 
Revd H. Johnston…

Later in November 1882 Macdonald was confined to his bed. He had 
become very ill and lost a great deal of blood, probably due to tuberculosis. 
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73.  Mrs. Annie Elizabeth Macdonald in the mid 1880s. She lived another 19 years 
after the Senator’s death, most of them at Oaklands. [WLC]
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With the careful nursing of his doctors and wife, his quest for life brought 
him back to health and allowed him to once again cross the Atlantic with 
his wife, Winnifred and Ethel. He loved to travel, read and speak of the 
historical things that he saw. Unfortunately, his over-enthusiasm irri-
tated his lung and throat condition and he again became so weak that he 
returned to Oaklands.

A year later he and Lucie were in Ottawa. With Lucie waiting in the cab, 
Macdonald went to visit the Governor General and his wife at Rideau 
Hall. He wrote in his journal: At noon went to Rideau Hall…Received by 
Lord & Lady Lansdowne…Lady Lansdowne242 was so simple and unaffected 
in her manner that I was induced to ask that she might allow me to present 
Lucie to her who remained in the cab….

On New Year’s Eve 1883 Macdonald wrote: Attended Church night service 
at our own church. Lucie, Jack, Fraser, Pont, Winnie, Ethel, Duncan, & Arthur 
being present. Amy feeling rather tired staid at home…(list of ministers)…68 
people were present…

A year after that on his 60th birthday Macdonald wrote: 

Saturday, December 27: Today completed my 60th Year…
How little have I accomplished.
How soon will the end come
May I be ready when the Master calls
May I bend to his will
Whatever it may be.
May the remaining years be the best.
Dear Amy no better.

Having already gone through the traumatic deaths of his mother, first wife 
and first born, Macdonald had to finally face the death of his favourite 
child, Amy, who had suffered a great deal in her young life. Reverend Dr. 
Dewart records her request of Macdonald. “Pa, if I had lived, you would 
have left me some portion of your property, wouldn’t you?” “Yes dear, I 
would,” the grieving father answered. “Then, I should just like you to give 
what you would have left as my share to some good charitable institution, 
established to alleviate the pain and suffering of persons afflicted as I have 
been.”243

She died that winter of 1885 and Macdonald did as she asked. He had 
always been a supporter of the Toronto General Hospital and had recently 
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74.  Amy Macdonald (on left) was Macdonald’s second child by his first wife. That 
she was his favourite child might be seen by the efforts he went to in memo-
rializing her through a large donation to Toronto General Hospital. [ JM2]
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helped with the construction of a pavilion for gynaecological surgery and a 
convalescent ward244 and now pledged $40,000 to the hospital (the equiva-
lent of 20 years’ wages of a professional man). Macdonald wrote to Senator 
McInness that he hoped the public hospital “May be made a means of 
blessing to the great suffering class which need the alleviation which it is 
designed to afford.”245

As Macdonald told the young men of the YMCA, “do not let disaster 
overwhelm you” and so after a period of deep mourning, Macdonald once 
again joined the active world. Religiously he placed his reputation on the 
line by supporting whole-heartedly the principle of “home-mission” as fol-
lowed by the Salvation Army. The Army had not been well received by the 
Methodists but Macdonald felt that the service these dedicated Christians 
were giving to the neglected and ‘lost flock’ was crucial to the social aware-
ness of a growing urban centre. When General Booth came to Canada on 
his first trip in 1886, Macdonald held a reception for him at Oaklands and 
donated $1,000 to assist the Army in securing the King’s Cross quarters.246

Macdonald continued his philanthropic activities that included donations 
to every branch of the Christian Church including to Roman Catholic 
nuns who requested aid.247 He also contributed generously to such chari-
ties as orphanages, asylums, shelters for the poor, and industrial schools.248

At risk to his health, Macdonald again travelled to the United Kingdom 
but for a special opportunity that every imperialist dreamed of — a chance 
to see Queen Victoria. He brought along Lucie, Winnifred and Fraser 
to see the Colonial and Indian Exhibition in London.249 On seeing the 
Queen, Macdonald writes: 

Here she is, within ten feet of where we stand. Her face is broad and 
full in features — a regular Guelph. Her face is red, very red. In this 
respect her photographs convey no idea of her appearance — very 
short, very stout, yet carrying herself with great dignity, and every 
inch a Queen....Here is a woman who has been living amid the 
manifestations of the loyalty of her people for fifty years, and yet she 
is not indifferent to the expression of loyalty of her colonial subjects, 
but every cheer receives its befitting acknowledgement.”250 

Shortly after the regal day Macdonald again became severely ill and 
only through the capable hands of Sir Joseph Lester did he regain 
enough strength to return to his wife and other children.251
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His rest was not long because the Methodist General Conference was held 
(September 7, 1886) to discuss the idea of federating Victoria College with 
the University of Toronto. The idea of a federation of colleges in Toronto 
had met with mixed responses both in the public eye and on the Victoria 
University Board. The debate against leaving Cobourg was very strong 
at the Conference and lasted four days. The importance of the situation 
was reflected in the presence at the conference of Sir John A. Macdonald, 
Premier Mowat and Minister of Education Ross.252 C.B. Sissons records 
the effective speech by Macdonald:

The Hon. John Macdonald, who was a delegate, spoke the language 
of a businessman and may well have been responsible for turning 
votes. He created laughter and applause and murmurs of dissent by 
criticizing the financial policies of Victoria as ‘attempting to drive a 
wholesale business on the amount of capital that would be required 
for a small peanut concern.’ He effectively met the argument of 
the perils of a great city for students, and concluded by pledging 
$25,000 to the College, whether it should be in federation, which he 
preferred, or independent at Cobourg or Hamilton.253

In line with his position of Senator of the University of Toronto (begun in 
1877-78), member of the Board of Regents of Victoria College in Cobourg, 
and trustee of the High School Board and Upper Canada College254, it 
is understandable why his powerful yet ‘down to earth’ speech so influ-
enced this conference. It is unfortunate that he did not live to see Victoria 
University move to Toronto.

While helping young adults with post-secondary education, Macdonald 
was also concerned with those not fortunate enough to acquire such an 
opportunity. He was Vice-President (along with President W.H. Howland 
and Vice-President Goldwin Smith) of the Industrial School Association 
of Toronto that established the first industrial school in Mimico.255 
Macdonald was also concerned with the mistreatment of children and 
chaired the public organization meeting of the Humane Society of Toronto. 
Under the initiative of J.J. Kelso, the educational and active solicitation 
program fought for better laws (Child Protection Act, 1888) and improved 
treatment of children in the courts — all of which Macdonald supported 
in his last years.256

The next year Macdonald received a political honour that no other man 
can claim — he was the only Liberal to be appointed to the Senate by 
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Sir John A. Macdonald257, a friend of Macdonald. He held the position of 
honour and was consulted by the other Senators on business and financial 
matters. The appointment by Sir John A. was the reward to a political 
opponent but one who still conveyed the Scottish belief in individualism 
and hard, honest work. He also crowned his YMCA career by assisting in 
the construction of the large new building at Yonge and McGill Streets.258

Senator Richard Scott recounts that in 1888, Macdonald travelled to the 
West Indies on behalf of the Toronto Chamber of Commerce and returned 
to the Senate with a proposal for reciprocal trade. When the possibility of 
Newfoundland and Labrador joining Canada was broached, Macdonald, 
accompanied by Ethel, travelled there to see for himself how feasible the 
project was.259 He was fascinated by what he saw and expressed enthusi-
asm about Canadians and citizens of Newfoundland getting to know each 
other and working together within one dominion. He used this opportu-
nity to expound on the similarities between all of Britain’s colonies and the 
happy likelihood of union.260 

He reported what he learned in a series of 15 very lengthy articles for The 
Globe. The Editors introduced the series with “The keen business faculty of 
Mr. Macdonald with his habit of close analysis and his thorough acquain-
tance of public affairs render him one of the most competent observers who 
have ever trod the soil of the Ancient Colony [begun in 1610 as Britain’s 
first colony in North America].” They further explain that his “letters will 
aid the public materially in forming a judgment on the important matter 
now coming up for discussion – namely, the entrance of Newfoundland 
into the Dominion.”261 

Macdonald concluded his series with:

Let Newfoundland present her case, not in the form of unreason-
able demands. Let Canada not lay herself open to the charge of 
proposing exacting conditions. Let Canada and Newfoundland 
alike remember that the safety and permanence of every contract 
depends upon the spirit of fairness with which it is considered and 
the spirit of good faith in which it is executed. Let the contract-
ing parties come to the consideration of this great question in the 
manifestation of such a spirit and the result will be the union of 
Newfoundland with the Dominion of Canada on principles which 
will commend the confidence of the people of both countries in a 
union which will be not only successful but abiding.262
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The letters did not convince enough people so negotiations between 
Newfoundland and the Dominion culminating in 1892 and led by Prime 
Minister John Thompson failed.263 But the letters did open up tourism 
and an appreciation of Newfoundland and Labrador never before seen 
in Canada. The Evening Mercury newspaper of September 20, 1888 in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland said of Macdonald’s articles:

We have read them with very deep interest, and with unalloyed 
pleasure. They are written in a popular and attractive style, and dis-
play no small share of literary power. What is more important, they 
are the production of a shrewd, intelligent observer, a keen business 
man, of matured experience, who is abreast of the times, and who as 
a Canadian legislator, has taken an active part in public affairs. The 
opinions of such a man necessarily carry with them great weight. 
We hail with much satisfaction their appearance in such an influen-
tial and widely circulated journal as the Toronto Globe, because they 
will thus command general attention, and will, as we believe, help 
to remove existing ignorance and prejudices regarding this country, 
and to make known, more widely its true condition at present, and 
its great natural resources which are still but slightly developed. 

Mr. Macdonald has written in a thoroughly impartial spirit. He has 
evidently been able to divest himself of prejudices and party feel-
ing, if he had such, before leaving home, and to look at our country 
and people as an intelligent traveler who sees things for himself, 
and wishes to collect information and to present it, without fear or 
favour, to the minds of other men. … He has obtained correct infor-
mation as to our natural resources, — our fisheries, agricultural and 
mineral lands and forests; and unlike some who have come here and 
without inquiring or learning, have injured the country by publish-
ing the crudest and falsest notions, Mr. Macdonald has presented 
to the world what we believe is, on the whole, as true and faithful 
account of our country and people as could be compassed in a short 
series of newspaper articles, by one who had only spent a few weeks 
in the island. 

He has been thoroughly fair to Newfoundland. He has not flattered 
us, but has honestly told us of our faults and shortcomings, but in a 
kindly spirit, and without giving offence. He has commended and 
praised what he considered worthy of approval. He has given us his 
views as to the right way of improving our condition, and getting 
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rid of present retarding influences — and all this in a quiet, modest, 
non-egotistical way.264

On his return, there was a General Christian Conference in Montreal 
with representatives from Britain, America and Canada. Because of his 
Methodist involvement and his support in the formation of a Toronto 
Branch of the Evangelical Alliance, he attended the conference. He pre-
sented a paper on ‘Capital and Labour’ and at the close of the conference 
was elected president of the newly formed Dominion Evangelical Alliance. 

He resigned the next year due to the Jesuit Estate Act265 and the divi-
sive religious nature of the Quebec government compensating the Jesuits 
$400,000 for land taken after the British conquest in 1759. There was an 
uproar outside of Quebec with the Dominion government being asked, and 
refusing, to veto the Quebec Compensation Act. Sir John A. Macdonald 
threatened to resign on March 15, 1889 if the staunch Orangeman and 
Conservative MP, Col. O’Brien did not withdraw his motion to veto the 
compensation. Sir John A. won and the resolution was withdrawn.

Senator Macdonald “absolutely refuse[d] to speak on the subject.” The 
New York Times reported, however, that he objected to the Dominion 
Evangelical Alliance using the organization for political purposes rather 
than concentrating on its work to unite Christian work by the members of 
the different Protestant bodies.266 

He remained involved in the Upper Canada Bible Society (he was a direc-
tor and for many years a vice-president) and was also an active member of 
the Upper Canada Tract Society.267

Macdonald planned one more major trip through the United States and 
western Canada. Before he left in June he wrote an address to the employees 
of the warehouse. He likened the warehouse to a Regiment with a system-
atic program of promotion. He suggested that the men be ambitious, and 
enthusiastic in their approach to work. Foreshadowing his own death he said 
that looking back on a career it is most important to be able to conclude: “I 
am thankful that I am able to say that in all my business relations, my one 
constant and unchanging aim has been to do my duty.”268 His analogy with 
a Regiment is both typical and understandable since the enormous amount 
of goods processed by the firm necessitated a systematic method of organi-
zation. As well as the department system expanding, it became necessary to 
compartmentalize within sections (using alphabetical codes) the large vol-
ume of goods with each section having its distinct staffs.269
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Macdonald did not believe in large salaries but they did keep up with the 
times. In 1870, the annual salaries of administrative and sales staff ranged 
from $200 to $700. In 1890, they were between $320 for junior staff and 
$1,500 for senior staff with Macdonald’s son, James Fraser earning $850 and 
his brother, Jack, $1,200.270 Promotion was achieved on the military system 
of step-by-step movement to the top according to merit. Those who rose in 
the ranks and headed departments had a chance of partnership if they were 
“men of experience and intellectual grasp.”271 This proved true in the case 
of Paul Campbell272 and his first son John K. who both rose through the 
ranks to become partners in 1887.273 In a private memorandum to his son, 
Macdonald told him of his own personal commitment to donate one-fifth 
of his income to deserving charities and it appears that his son continued 
this tradition.274

The success that Macdonald had amassed is seen in some of the pertinent 
statistics. Although his was only one of the twenty-four wholesale firms 
in Toronto275 it had managed to direct much of the old Montreal trade 
through its warehouse. The aggregate value of the goods was in the mil-
lions and imported from every part of the globe. Macdonald sent British 
and European buyers overseas twice a year to do the buying of both rare 
and common articles. He managed to keep the prices reasonable by large 
capital outlays in times of economic slumps wherein over-produced com-
modities could be bought in bulk.276 To handle this increased volume, the 
administrative and sales staff of the firm increased from the 1870 figure 
of eleven to twenty-one staff members in 1890.277 The real value of the 
warehouse was assessed at $96,999 in 1870 and rose to a total of $209,225.278 
Remember that unskilled labour made about $1 a day and tradesman about 
$2-$3.50 per day. Businessmen and professionals were making a good salary 
at about $2,000 per year. The success that Macdonald attained would allow 
him and his family the opportunity to travel widely and share their experi-
ences with a curious Toronto population.

With his twenty-year-old daughter, Winnifred, the Senator left for his 
long trip through the United States and Western Canada on June 28, 1889. 
In a series of twenty letters to The Globe he recounted his trip: the beauti-
ful scenery along the nine-thousand miles of traditional and developing 
North America, the people he travelled with, the climate and distances 
covered and those religious practices that he observed throughout. He 
tried to make the readers feel that they were travelling right along with 
him, seeing all the beauty but also the harsh realities of the times. He 
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75. Senator John Macdonald in the late 1880s. [WLC]
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travelled on the Northern Pacific Railway through the northern part of 
America (Chicago, St. Paul’s, Yellowstone Park, Spokane Falls and Alaska). 
One of his more notable travelling companions was the Hon. John Foster, 
a past representative for the United States in Russia, Spain and Mexico.279

To give just a small sampling of his many adventures, he wrote of the July 
fourth celebration, near the site of the Custer Massacre, where the U.S. 
troops were on one side of the field and Sitting Bull’s Sioux on the other. 
The Senator commented sadly on the great loss of the large Buffalo herds 
and then referred to a discussion with Lieutenant Galbraith of Fort Custer 
regarding the massacre. He concludes, “. . . as a matter of fact it was largely 
General Custer’s own fault.... He was, as many brave men have been under 
similar circumstances, too confident. He was outnumbered and destroyed.”280

While in the American midwest he had to take a forty-two-mile buggy 
ride and he writes about his horseman Davis, “who, by the way, was a 
character.” Macdonald took an interest in Davis’ fine horses, which led into 
a lengthy conversation. Macdonald asked him why he had not attended 
church for 15 years and why he persisted in smoking so much. “Do you 
realize that if you saved the amount of smoking money you spend, you 
could buy a house in New York (for about $360) in twenty years?” The 
young Davis thought this strange and asked the upright Macdonald if he 
owned a house in New York. Macdonald “in honesty, was compelled to 
acknowledge that he did not.” Case closed.281

On the return trip to Toronto, Macdonald took the Canadian Pacific 
Railway and must have remembered the many debates in the House of 
Commons over this same railway. In his last letter to Mrs. Macdonald, 
dated in Victoria, he closed with “I am grateful for mercies vouchsafed. I 
want you to read at worship, I Chronicles, 29th Chapter, from the 15th to 
18th verses.”282 Realizing that this was probably his last trip from Oaklands 
it was indicative of his mood. The quote is from David’s prayer to God 
before an assembled crowd. It speaks of the greatness of the Lord from 
which everything comes and the insignificance of mankind — “our days 
on earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding. I know, my God, that 
thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in uprightness; in the uprightness 
of my heart I have freely offered all these things, and now I have seen thy 
people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to thee. O Lord...
keep for ever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of thy people, and 
direct their hearts toward thee.”283
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In his last letter to The Globe he keeps to this spirit of David by referring 
to the “deplorable” cases of Indian women in Alaska where their condi-
tion is worse “by the large numbers of the roughest and lowest class of 
white men” found near them. He asks his readers, who had enjoyed shar-
ing the experience of his trip, to have confidence in him and to open their 
Christian hearts to these people. Specifically, he was raising funds for a 
Presbyterian Home for Alaskan Girls whose present future was worse than 
death. If every reader was to send him $1 or more, then “never will money 
have been better spent, never will it have accomplished better results.” His 
readership at this time included The Globe subscribers in America, Canada 
and Britain.284

Closing his last letter (published in The Globe 44 days before his death), he 
concluded:

And now that I find myself in my own city and my journey over, my 
verdict is that while loving the United States none the less, I find 
myself loving my own country more. Cherishing nothing, I trust, 
but the very kindest wishes for my American friends, and the great-
est possible success for their country, yet I am proud of my nation-
ality and fully assured from all that I have heard and seen, that no 
people on this wide earth have more to be thankful for than have 
the people of Canada, and, applying the words of the poet to their 
own country, none should be able with greater sincerity and feeling 
than they to say: “There is no place like home.”285

Immediately upon his return from Victoria, the Senator fell ill. His last two 
diary entries spoke of the deaths of his friends Mr. James Good and Mr. 
William Gooderham in September. He also noted the sad passing of his 
American friend Senator (Sunset) Samuel Cox in New York.286 His daugh-
ter Lucie Elizabeth was married on December 3rd and Macdonald was 
able to spend Christmas with his family. However, shortly after Christmas, 
he became severely ill and his worst complaint was that he was too weak to 
pray properly. He was tended to by his family physician, Dr. W.T. Aikens 
with the assistance of Dr. Grasett Cameron and Dr. Strangle at Oaklands 
and they performed a delicate operation but were unsuccessful in bringing 
his health back. Becoming weaker, he slowly slipped into unconsciousness. 
On the cloudy but mild winter evening of February fourth, he died with-
out pain, surrounded by his family.287 

“God buries His workmen, but carries on His work.”

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   106 16/05/11   9:17 PM



The Harvest of Life [107]

76.  Last known photograph of Senator John Macdonald in 1889, age 64.  
[TPL T13729]
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chapter 6

Epilogue and Conclusion

ON READING THE LIFE OF GEORGE MOORE 
London Merchant and Philanthropist 
When good men die 
They’re not forgotten; 
For from their lives 
There is begotten 
The noblest purpose, brave and true, 
To aim at what they dared to do; 
To find one’s work in other’s good, 
To spend the life which God has given 
In waging war for God and heaven, 
’Gainst vice and all its hateful brood.288

On Thursday morning, February 6th, Senator John Macdonald had 
a simple funeral service in his own parish church and was interred at 
Toronto’s Necropolis Cemetery by his family and close friends. He joined 
the ranks of other fine men buried there such as William Lyon Mackenzie 
and the Honourable George Brown.289

Tributes poured in from churchmen, chancellors of universities, business-
men, politicians like Sir Oliver Mowat (third Premier of Ontario), mem-
bers of the Senate (“probably in no similar case has there been such a 
manifest sense of loss by all members of the House”)290, and, of course, 
his own church.291 Although lengthy, the glowing Globe tribute sums up a 
number of Senator Macdonald’s accomplishments:

In a long journalistic experience we have never known a case in 
which general affection for any suffering man was more signified. He 
accomplished much but they do not explain the general kindness for 
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him. Something more than respect and admiration was given him. 
Mr. Macdonald was loved because he was loving. His life was suf-
fused with tenderness exceedingly rare in one who practiced and was 
successful in business and public life....We do not dwell here upon 
his ability, his prudence, his consistent devotion to sound principles, 
his friendliness to educational institutions...his success in business, 
his shining commercial integrity, his sincere Christianity. It was his 
loving kindness which will cause many a tear to flow this morning 
for his bereaved family from people who are strangers to them all.293

77.  The Macdonald tombstone in 
the Necropolis Cemetery, Lot 25, 
Grave A, overlooking the Don 
Valley. Included in this plot are 
Macdonald’s first wife and two 
children, his father, his second wife 
and some of his children and their 
spouses. At the bottom of the west 
side of the tombstone is engraved: 
“Blessed are the dead who die in 
the Faith.”292 [HvB 2011]
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A year later, Adam G. Mercer wrote in his book Toronto, Old and New: A 
Memorial Volume – Historical, Descriptive and Pictorial: 

Among the chiefs of commerce in Toronto no one has stood higher 
in public esteem than the late Senator John Macdonald. For forty 
years his name has been a synonym for business integrity and high 
personal worth. His lamented death removed from the ranks of 
industry one of the most honourable and upright men who have 
been connected with the commerce of Canada.294

In his YMCA presentation, Macdonald spoke about those people who 
ask: “How much did he leave?” The only answer was “Every dollar, he took 
none with him.” His philosophy had always been to enjoy the fruits of one’s 
labour and to share one’s good fortune with those about him.295 Although 
this was true throughout his life, it was also true of his Last Will and 
Testament. His emphasis was to provide for his wife and family but funds 
were also left to his long standing employees, a further $60,000 in memory 
of Amy for the hospital, substantial sums to Victoria University ($25,000), 
Home for Incurables, a University of Toronto Philosophy Scholarship,296 
Wycliff College, the Amy Macdonald Sick Relief Fund ($4,000), for mis-
sion work and provisions for his father’s second family.297 

The sums mentioned are considerable. He was a millionaire and his will 
showed a net worth of $1,205,910 or 2.83% of the total value of industry in 
Toronto at that time (based on 2,109 establishments).298 Put another way, 
his net worth equalled just over 100% of the total Ontario budget for social 
welfare in 1890.299 Macdonald’s land holdings totalled $478,000 at the time 
of his death. This equaled 0.35% of the land valued at $136 million in the 
City of Toronto.300

What can we conclude about the life of Senator John Macdonald? Rev. 
John Potts of the Central Methodist Church wrote that he was in many 
respects the foremost layman of Canadian Methodism.301 Other people 
noted that he was a businessman who saw his success and wealth as a 
by-product of hard work and honesty. To list his philanthropic activities 
with the YMCA, the Toronto General Hospital, Victoria University and 
the countless hundreds of individuals and groups he gave both time and 
money to would be too lengthy. His early career showed how systematic 
planning and preparing for the future by restraint in the present was the 
method to personal success. He used his Bible and the Methodist faith as 
the foundation for a ‘perfect’ life not only in his public enterprises but also 
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in his family relations and personal actions. His journals, therefore, con-
sistently refer to religious and temperance issues and rarely to business.302

In all his pursuits, he was a success. Throughout his life there were people 
who undoubtedly disliked what he stood for and his strong domineer-
ing method of executing his beliefs. But they were probably outnumbered. 
As all men, he has passed into the keeping of history and will be judged 
accordingly. Although there is doubt as to whether our generation would 
like Senator Macdonald, he is a man to be respected and admired for his 
pious integrity and his thirst for life. He felt that 

Life is to wake, not sleep;
Rise, and not rest; but press
From earth’s level, where blindly creep
Things perfected, more or less,
To the heaven’s height, far and steep.303
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appendix 1
 

John Macdonald   Family Tree

The first 6 generations of the following family tree were researched in 
1979 using tombstones, archival material, books, interviews, Last Will and 
Testament, and registries. Later generations were added with the invalu-
able help of Lucie Cantrell, Nick Godfrey and Dawneen McKillop. The 
Macdonald descendants owe them a debt of gratitude for years of research 
into their family tree.

 
First Generation

Duncan Macdonald born 1700 in Scotland

Son: John Macdonald

 
Second Generation

John Macdonald born 1735 in Scotland and buried in Foyers Cemetery, 
Invernesshire, Scotland

Son: Alexander Macdonald

 
Third Generation

Alexander Macdonald born 1761 in Scotland and died in 1828, buried in 
Boleskine Burial Ground, in South Loch Ness, Invernesshire, Scotland.304 
He married Jessie Fraser who was born in 1758 in Scotland and died in 1838 
and buried in the same cemetery. 

They had two sons: John Macdonald and Alexander Macdonald
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78.  The headstone reads: In loving remembrance of Alexander Macdonald, farmer, 
Knock, died 20th Nov. 1828, aged 66 years, and his wife Jessie Fraser, died April 1838, 
aged 80 years. “Blessed are the dead who died in the Lord.” This tablet erected by their 
grandson John Macdonald, Oaklands, Toronto, Canada, 1879. [DMC]

 
Fourth Generation

John Macdonald was born 1791 and died October 15, 1866. He married 
Elizabeth Neilson who died in January 1836 in Ireland while the family 
was planning to go to Canada. 

They had two sons: John Macdonald, the Senator, and Alexander Macdonald.

He married a second time (name unknown) and they had five children (the 
Senator’s half-siblings): James M., Jeannette, Nellie, Duncan and Maggie.
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Fifth Generation – The Generation of Senator John Macdonald

Younger Brother Alexander Macdonald was born about 1838 and died 
sometime after the Senator’s death.

John Macdonald was born 27 December 1824 in Perth, Scotland.

He died February 4, 1890 in Toronto and is buried in the Necropolis 
Cemetery, VNG Section305.

He married Eliza Hamilton on May 3, 1850. Eliza was born April 26, 1832 
in Aberdeen, Scotland and died on January 13, 1856 in Toronto. 

They had two children who both died unwed:

Jessie Eliza Macdonald, born January 14, 1852 in Toronto and died there on 
August 7, 1856.

Amy Harvard Macdonald was born October 26, 1853 in Toronto and died 
there on February 18, 1885.

John Macdonald married a second time to Annie Elizabeth Alcorn on 
August 14, 1857. Annie was born in 1833 in Aberdeen, Scotland and died 
on April 13, 1909306 in Toronto. She is buried in the Necropolis, Lot 133, 
Grave J. Her parents were Samuel Alcorn (1807-1900) and Lucy Norris 
(1802-1897).

The Macdonalds had 10 children. The following generations will follow 
each of their children in succession.

Sixth and Seventh Generations of Each Macdonald Child

The children in birth order307:

1. Annie Eliza (March 28, 1859)
2. Marion Louisa (August 28, 1860)
3. Lucie Elizabeth ( June 6, 1862)
4. John Kidston (November 4, 1863)
5. James Fraser (November 2, 1865)
6. Alexander Alcorn (October 22, 1867)
7. Winnifred Julia (September 19, 1869)
8. Ethel Alberta ( July 30, 1871)
9. Duncan Macgregor ( June 6, 1873)
10. Arthur Nimmo (October 6, 1874)
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We will now follow the line of each child to its most current data.

1.  Annie Eliza Macdonald was born on March 28, 1859 in Toronto. She mar-
ried Montgomerie Lewis on February 1, 1982. They had three children:

Helen Lewis (became a film editor in Hollywood, never married.) 
During our interview in 1979 she said the following about my interest 
in her family: “Look, baby, I think you’re crazy!”

Reggie Lewis and a third child who was female.

No further information is available on this branch of the Macdonald 
tree.

2.  Marion Louisa Macdonald was born on August 28, 1860 in Toronto. 
She married James Morrow on October 19, 1882. They had two children:

Brenda Morrow who married Angus Currie and they had two children: 
Michael Currie and Margaret Currie.

Curzon Morrow – there is no further information on him.

3.  Lucie Elizabeth Macdonald was born in Toronto on June 6, 1862. She 
died in Banff, Alberta on August 10, 1937. She married James Alexander 
Grant, MD308 on December 3, 1889 in Toronto. He was born in Ottawa. 
They had three children:

3.1 Annie Corriemony “Nan” Grant

3.2 Alan Grant

3.3 Helen Lucie Grant

3.1 Annie Corriemony Grant was born on October 10, 1891 in 
Ottawa. She died in Banff on September 1, 1953. She married 
Andrew Keene Hemming in 1915 in Halifax. They had one child: 
Lucie Ann Hemming.

3.1.1 Lucie Ann Hemming was born October 20, 1925 in Banff. 
She married Coline Thomas Cantrell (from Blayney, NSW, 
Australia) and they had two children: James Andrew and 
Deborah Joan.

3.2 Alan Grant was born about 1893 and died in the Vancouver 
Veteran’s Hospital, date unknown. He married Beryl Silver of 
Halifax and they had three children: Aline, Bruce Alexander and 
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Murray Athol.

3.2.1 Aline Grant married Frank Bollans of Banff (died in 
Cranbrook, BC) and they had three children: Ron, Barbara 
Greene and Cathie.

3.3 Helen Lucie Grant – there is no further information other 
than she never married according to her niece, Lucie Cantrell.

4.  John Kidston Macdonald was born November 4, 1863 in Toronto. He 
died on December 15, 1926 in Toronto. In his last year as President 
of the firm he earned $29,117 and the firm’s buildings were valued at 
$40,000 and the land worth $65,333.309 He married Sarah St. Clair 
“Clare” Hungersford who died on May 25, 1951. She is buried in the 
Necropolis Cemetery in Toronto. They had two daughters: Winifred 
“Julia” and Jean. Jean was born in 1910 and died in August 1989. She 
married a Routledge.310

5.  James Fraser Macdonald was born on November 2, 1865 in Toronto 
and died in 1950. He married Mary Eveline Milligan and they had 
three children: John, George and James Ramsey. He went into real 
estate after Macdonald & Co. closed down.

5.1 John Macdonald was born in 1890 (the year the Senator died).

5.2 George Macdonald was born in 1894 and died December 30, 1973. 
George married Edith Whitaker (born 1894 and died on November 27, 
1980 and buried at the Necropolis, Lot 133, Grave C). They had three 
children: George Fraser, Sally, John.

5.2.1 George Fraser Macdonald was born on July 27, 1925 and died on 
August 27, 1956.

No further information on 5.2.2 Sally nor 5.2.3 John.

6.  Alexander Alcorn Macdonald was born on October 22, 1867 in Toronto 
(four months after Confederation) and died in Balsam Lake, Ontario 
on October 29, 1958. He married Annie Charity Ballantyne Laidlaw 
on July 21, 1890 (six months after his father’s death). She was born 
February 13, 1867 and died on November 17, 1928. They had three daugh-
ters: Dorothy Annie, Margaret Rosalys, and Diana June.

6.1 Dorothy Annie Macdonald was born on Cottingham Street, 
Toronto on November 4, 1893. She died at 67 Glencairn Avenue, 
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Toronto on July 19, 1978. She married Frederick Hunter Lytle who 
was born February 16, 1884 and died on August 25, 1936. They had four 
children: Anne Margaret, Katharine Mary, Esme Elizabeth, William 
Frederick (whose stories are found in Appendix 4 of this book).

79-80. Dorothy was close to her grandparents. Here is a card sent to her by her 
grandmother, Mrs. Annie Elizabeth Macdonald (the Senator’s wife) for Christmas 
in 1903. [NG]
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6.1.1 Anne Margaret Lytle was born on March 7, 1916. She died 
in 1992.

6.1.2 Katharine Mary Lytle was born on May 15, 1919 and married 
Norman Phillip Fraser on March 22, 1941. He was born in Toronto 
on October 11, 1911 and died in Woodstock, Ontario on February 9, 
1985. They had three children: Simon, Susan and Lucy. 

6.1.3 Esme Elizabeth Lytle was born on November 27, 1923 in 
Toronto and died on August 17, 1992 at North York General 
Hospital, Toronto. She married William Harry Godfrey on May 
10, 1947. He was born in Russell, North Dakota on February 12, 
1912. They had three sons: Patrick Alexander, Timothy Alcorn 
and Nicholas William Godfrey [one of several Macdonald fam-
ily historians].

6.1.4 William Frederick Alexander Lytle was born on November 
13, 1925. He married Elizabeth Limon who was from Ft. William, 
Ontario and born on February 8, 1939. They had two children: 
Timothy and Christopher. 

6.2 Margaret Rosalys Macdonald was born on January 24, 1896 in 
Toronto. She died on February 28, 1964 in Oakville, Ontario. She mar-
ried Kenneth Dean Marlatt and they had three children: Rosalys, Peter 
and Kenneth.

6.2.1 Rosalys Marlatt married John Simpson and they had one son: 
Thomas.

No further information on 6.2.2. Peter and 6.2.3 Kenneth.

6.3 Diana June Macdonald was born at 112 Bernard Street, Toronto on 
June 30, 1910. She married Francis Lindsay and they had sons: Malcolm, 
Bruce, and Allan of which there is no further information.

7.  Winnifred Julia Macdonald was born in Toronto on September 19, 
1869 and died on July 13, 1955 in Toronto. She married Howard G. Barrie 
who was born on December 18, 1872 and died on August 19, 1942 and 
buried in the Necropolis Cemetery. They had three children: Margot, 
H. John, and Winsome. Winnifred and her husband were missionaries 
in China. [Information from Dawneen McKillop and her father David, 
2011]

7.1 Margot Barrie – no further information.
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7.2 H. John Barrie married Olive Margaret Joan Castleton who was 
born on March 12, 1912 and died on December 10, 1988. She is buried 
at the Necropolis Cemetery. They had four children: Clare, Howard, 
Charles and John.

7.3 Winsome Barrie – no further information.

8.  Ethel Alberta Macdonald was born in Toronto on July 30, 1871 and mar-
ried hardware merchant David A. McKillop on October 4, 1894. They 
moved to Jamaica as missionaries where they had two boys: Donald 
D. (Devon, Jamaica, July 5, 1899 — died in Calgary) and Malcolm 
(December 17, 1901 Devon, Jamaica — 1971 in Richmond, BC). Ethel 
received the British Empire Medal from King George V and became 
a member of the Order of the British Empire for her selfless commu-
nity work. She and her husband founded the Calgary Gospel Mission 
(1910) and the Old Folks Home. Together they expanded and unified 
much of the early charity work in Calgary through the first half of the 
20th century. Ethel died July 20, 1955 in Calgary and her husband died 
February 13, 1923 in Calgary.311

81.  A young Ethel as she might 
have looked during her youth 
volunteering for the Salvation 
Army before marrying Donald 
McKillop. [DMC]
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82.  (Top) A young David A. McKillop as he might have looked in his youth vol-
unteering as Associate Secretary of the Toronto YMCA. [DMC]

83.  (Bottom) This photo shows the family on their home porch in Jamaica in 1901 
or 1902. [DMC]
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84.  (Top) Ethel Alberta in later years. Some would suggest a startling resemblance 
to the Queen Mother of England in her later years. [DMC]

85.  (Bottom) Ethel Alberta won acceptance into the Order of the British Empire 
for her extensive community work. [DMC]
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9.  Duncan Macgregor Macdonald was born on June 6, 1873 (same day as 
his sister Lucie Elizabeth but a different year) and died on February 11, 
1926 — both in Toronto. He married Mable Gwendoline (August 23, 
1880 — November 19, 1910) and they had four children: John, Duncan 
Graham, Muriel Ballantyne, and Alan Alexander.

9.1 John Macdonald was born on September 26, 1912 and married 
Kay (unknown last name). They had three daughters: Cathy, Judy and 
Maggie.

9.2 Duncan Graham Macdonald was born in November 1913 and mar-
ried Mary (last name unknown). 

9.3 Muriel Ballantyne Macdonald was born in February 1915 and mar-
ried William Maycock. They had two sons: John and William.

9.4 Alan Alexander Macdonald was born in 1918 and married Joy 
Bristol. They had three children: Sheila, James and Jock. 

10.  Arthur Nimmo Macdonald was a bachelor. He was born in Toronto on 
October 6, 1875 and died there on December 15, 1947.312
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appendix 2

Last Will and Testament of 
Senator John Macdonald313

The text below is verbatim from Macdonald’s Last Will and Testament 
signed December 20, 1899, just months before his death. It is not typical 
to include the entire Last Will and Testament in a biography. However, 
readers can benefit from seeing the actual wishes of Macdonald toward his 
family, his employees and his charitable works. Seeing the actual content 
highlights, to the end, the values by which Macdonald lived and died.

86.  The first page of Macdonald’s Last Will and Testament. Note how it is typed 
rather than written. This would have been relatively new as all other probate 
papers were still hand written. [OA]

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   123 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[124] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

87.  Cover of the Last Will and Testament and probate papers of John Macdonald 
probated on March 25, 1890. [OA]
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I John Macdonald of the City of Toronto, Senator, - hereby revoke all for-
mer Wills and Testamentary Disposition at any time heretofore made by 
me, and declare this to be my Last Will and Testament.

1.- I APPOINT my wife Annie Elizabeth Macdonald executrix and my 
sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald executors of 
this my Will. 

2.- I DEVISE AND GIVE my dwelling house and property known as 
Oaklands314 and the lands connected therewith containing about thirty 
two acres unto my two sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser 
Macdonald their heirs executors administrators and assigns upon trust as 
to my said dwelling house and such portion of the said lands connected 
therewith not exceeding ten acres necessary for the convenient enjoyment 
thereof, and also my horses, carriages – books, pictures, plate, manuscripts, 
trowels and household furniture to permit my wife to use and enjoy the 
same during her lifetime and as to the remainder of my said Oaklands 
property upon trust to sell and convert the same into money and I empower 
my said sons at any time during the lifetime of my wife and with her con-
sent and from and after her decease at their discretion to sell and convert 
into money the unsold portion of Oaklands, and my horses, carriages, plate 
and household furniture and I declare that my said sons – shall hold the 
proceeds of such sales, calling in and conversion upon the following trusts, 
namely, first to pay the legacies given by paragraph [handwritten: “eigh-
teen” striking out] sixteen of this Will and the balance to be held upon the 
trusts hereinafter declared (paragraph fifteen) with respect to my residu-
ary estate and on the death of my wife I direct my said sons to hold my 
books, pictures, manuscripts and trowels in trust for my son John Kidston 
Macdonald. 

3.- I DEVISE unto my said two sons John Kidston Macdonald and James 
Fraser Macdonald their heirs and assigns my warehouse property being 
composed of Numbers 21, 23, 25 and 27 Wellington Street and 28, 30 and 
32 Front Street, Toronto, now occupied by John Macdonald & Company, 
upon trust to rent the same to the firm or corporation who shall carry on 
the business of John Macdonald & Co. for a term of ten years at a rental of 
not less than twelve-thousand dollars for the first, second and third years, 
- fourteen thousand dollars for the fourth, fifth and sixth years, and six-
teen thousand dollars for the following four years, the tenants to pay taxes, 
insurance and for ordinary repairs and alterations, and at the expiration 
of the said term, if my wife shall then survive, to rent the said warehouse 
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for a further term of five years at a rental of not less than sixteen thousand 
dollars per year and other outgoings as under present lease, and so on from 
time to time during the life time of my wife to rent the same for period of 
five years, subsequent rental to be fixed by arbitration. I DIRECT that my 
said sons shall apply the rents received therefore as follows; first, to pay the 
taxes of Oaklands; secondly, to pay to my wife eight thousand dollars per 
annum in equal quarterly payments for the support of herself and such of 
my children as shall be under the age of twenty four years of age; thirdly to 
pay such an amount as would be needed to keep the grounds of Oaklands 
and buildings in good condition said amount not to exceed two thousand 
and five hundred dollars per annum; and the balance of the said rents to be 
placed semi-annually to the credit of the rest account hereinafter referred 
to; and upon and after the decease of my wife and after the expiration of 
the current term for which the said warehouse shall be rented I direct my 
said sons to hold the same upon trust to offer the same for sale to my sons 
who shall then be members of the firm of John Macdonald & Company at 
a price to be determined by the valuation of two indifferent persons, one to 
be chosen by my sons engaged in said business and the other by my other 
children, and in case of their disagreement by an umpire to be chosen by 
such two persons, but if either party neglect or refuse to appoint a referee 
within twenty days after notice shall have been given to them by the other 
so to do then the referee appointed by such other party shall make a final 
decision alone; the purchase money to be paid as follows, twenty five per 
cent within [handwritten: “thirty”] days from the delivery of the award and 
the balance in four equal annual instalments with interest at [handwritten 
in: “nine”] per cent the same to be secured by a mortgage on said premises 
and I direct that my said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser 
Macdonald shall hold the proceeds realized from such sale upon the trust 
hereinafter declared concerning my residuary estate (paragraph fifteen). 

4.- I DIRECT that in the event of my said sons refusing or neglecting to 
buy my said warehouse property the same shall be sold by my sons John 
Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald so soon as conveniently 
may be after such refusal or neglect.

5.- I EMPOWER my said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James 
Fraser Macdonald at any time during the lifetime of my wife with her 
consent to sell and convert into money the said warehouse property; and 
also in case the said warehouse shall be injured or destroyed by fire and the 
insurance moneys shall be insufficient to pay the repairs or for rebuilding, 
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then I empower my said sons with the like consent to borrow upon the 
security of the said warehouse property such sums of money as shall be 
necessary to pay the cost of repairing or rebuilding as the case may be, and 
to execute such mortgages as they shall think expedient, and I declare that 
the person or corporation making the advance on the said security shall 
not be expected to inquire as to the necessity of said loan nor to see to the 
application of the moneys.

6.- I BEQUEATH to my son John Kidston Macdonald from the moneys 
to my credit in the business of John Macdonald & Company the sum of 
seventy five thousand dollars in recognition of the unwearied industry and 
energy he has displayed in his attention to his share of the management of 
the business of John Macdonald & Company.

7.- I BEQUEATH to my son James Fraser Macdonald from the said 
moneys the sum of twenty five thousand dollars in recognition of the 
great interest which he has manifested in attending to said business, which 
attention in his case as in the case of John Kidston Macdonald, has tended 
so much to improve the business assets and thus benefited materially my 
wife and each of my children.

8.- I BEQUEATH to my said sons the residue of my share and interest 
in said business of John Macdonald & Company, said business being now 
carried on by me in Toronto and Manchester in co-partnership with Mr 
Paul Campbell and my son John Kidston Macdonald, subject nevertheless 
to the payment of my debts and funeral and testamentary expenses.

9.- I DIRECT that from the sum which shall be standing to my credit in 
the books of John Macdonald & Company at the time of my decease my 
said sons shall deduct the sum of two hundred and fifty thousand dollars 
for the formation of a rest account and that an account shall be so opened 
in the books of John Macdonald & Company under that heading.

10.- I DIRECT that the balance which shall be standing to my credit in 
the said books after deducting the sum of one hundred thousand dollars 
bequeathed to my two sons as aforesaid and the said sum of two hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars, shall be divided into ten equal parts shares and 
that one such part or share shall be retained by my said son John Kidston 
Macdonald; one by the said James Fraser Macdonald; and a like part or 
share shall be held by my said two sons in trust for each of my other chil-
dren; and I direct that an account shall be opened in the books of the said 
business with each of my said children.
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11.- I DIRECT that my said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James 
Fraser Macdonald shall allow to each of my other children interest at 
the rate of three per cent per annum said interest to be credited to their 
respective accounts semi-annually; and I direct that a further sum equal to 
one per cent of the total shares of the said other children shall be added 
to the rest account semi-annually and that my said sons John Kidston 
Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald do credit themselves with a like 
sum [handwritten: “of one per cent per annum”] semi-annually as and for 
their trouble in the conduct and management of my estate.

12.- I DIRECT that there shall be semi-annually placed to the credit of 
the rest account interest on the principal to the credit of said account at the 
same rate as charged by the partners in the business on the capital which 
they respectively have therein to their credit.

13.- I DIRECT that in case the net rent realized from the warehouse shall at 
any time be less than eight thousand dollars and a sum sufficient to provide 
for the taxes of Oaklands, and other charges as hereinbefore stated, then my 
said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald shall from 
time to time, from the amount to the credit of the rest account, pay to my 
wife semi-annually the said sum of eight thousand dollars or a sum sufficient 
to make up the deficiency between the amount directed to be paid to her and 
the amount which shall be realized from the said warehouse.

14.- I DIRECT that when my youngest son Arthur shall attain the age of 
twenty four years, or in the event of his death at the time he would have 
attained that age had he lived, the sum to the credit of the rest account 
shall be divided into ten equal parts or shares, one part or share to be 
retained by my son John Kidston Macdonald, one by my son James Fraser 
Macdonald, and one part or share to be placed to the credit of each of my 
other children in the accounts hereinbefore directed to be opened with 
them respectively, and the amounts then standing to the credit of my chil-
dren respectively other than John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser 
Macdonald shall be paid to them respectively by seven equal annual instal-
ments together with interest at the rate of three per cent on the balance 
from time to time remaining unpaid payable half yearly.

15.- I DIRECT that from time to time as my executors and executrix 
shall think expedient all the rest and residue of my estate not consisting 
of money shall be sold and converted into money and that the moneys so 
realized shall be invested as directed in paragraph twenty seven and that 
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on the death of my wife or in the event of her death within ten years from 
my death then at the end of said period of ten years all residuary estate not 
converted into money and the rest and residue of my residuary estate and 
the mortgages, stocks and funds in which the same invested shall be forth-
with converted into money and the same shall be divided into ten equal 
parts or shares one of such parts to be retained by my son John Kidston 
Macdonald, one by my son James Fraser Macdonald, and a like part or 
share to be paid to each of my other children.

16.- I DIRECT that if any child or children of me shall die during minor-
ity and without issue then that the share of such child or children shall fall 
into the common fund and shall be divided equally among any surviving 
children.

17.- I DIRECT that if any child or children of me shall die leaving any 
child or children then such child or children shall be entitled to his her or 
their parent’s share the same to be payable to him her or them respectively 
on attaining the age of twenty three years.

18.- I DIRECT that my said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James 
Fraser Macdonald do pay the following legacies;

(1). To Mr Paul Campbell as a slight recognition of my confidence in 
him as an employee and as a partner in the business the sum of one 
thousand dollars.

(2). To such of my domestics as may have been in my employment at 
Oaklands for two years and upwards the sum of eighty dollars.

(3). To Victoria University for the purpose of the erection of buildings 
for the purposes of the said University in the Queens Park in connec-
tion with federation and for this purpose only the sum of twenty five 
thousand dollars.

(4). To the Home for Incurables in the City of Toronto the sum of one 
thousand dollars.

(5). To the University of Toronto for the Macdonald Scholarship the 
sum of two thousand dollars in lieu of the amount paid annually for 
that purpose.

(6). To the Toronto General Hospital for the Amy Macdonald Sick 
Relief Fund the sum of four thousand dollars in lieu of the two hun-
dred dollars now paid annually.

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   129 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[130] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

(7). To Wycliffe College, Toronto, the sum of one thousand dollars.

(8). For the contemplated mission to Martinique and Guadaloup of 
the Methodist Church of Canada, recommended by the last meeting 
of the Central Board held in the City of London, Ontario, the sum of 
two thousand dollars.

(9). I leave to my brother Alexander the sum of twelve thousand dol-
lars; to his wife one thousand dollars and to his three children the sum 
of one thousand dollars each.

(10). To my brother James the sum of seven thousand dollars, and in 
trust for his mother the sum of two thousand dollars; for his sister 
Jeanette one thousand dollars; for Nellie one thousand dollars; and for 
Duncan one thousand dollars; for his sister Maggie subject to her own 
control the sum of two thousand dollars.

(11). To such of my employees as at the time of my decease shall have 
been in employment for twenty years the sum of six hundred dollars, 
and to such as have been in my employment for ten years and less than 
twenty, two hundred dollars.

One half of the above bequests to be paid to the said legatees respec-
tively at the end of one year, and the balance at the end of two years 
from my decease.

(12). To the trustees of the Park Hospital315, for the purpose of erecting a 
building in memory of my beloved daughter Amy Harvard Macdonald, 
she having in her lifetime expressed a strong desire to make provision 
for the afflicted poor if ever she were able, the sum of one hundred 
thousand dollars, forty thousand dollars to be paid at my decease and 
the balance, sixty thousand dollars, in seven equal annual instalments, 
the first to be paid at the expiration of two years from my decease; 
interest on the unpaid portion at three per cent to be paid to the said 
trustees half-yearly in the meantime.

19.- I HEREBY DECLARE that all sums which shall be paid by me to 
the said legatees respectively between the date of this my Will and my 
decease shall be deemed payment pro tanto on account of the above lega-
cies and that all obligations now or hereafter incurred by me to the said 
legatees respectively shall to the amount for which the said legatees shall 
be entitled to rank therefore on my estate be deemed payment pro tanto on 
account of the said legacies respectively.
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20.- I DIRECT that if at my decease my son James Fraser Macdonald shall 
not previously have become connected as a partner in the said business he 
shall enter the same as a partner, but such entrance into the firm shall not 
in any way prejudice any position which Mr Paul Campbell may occupy by 
virtue of the deed of partnership which constituted him a member of the 
firm of John Macdonald & Company, which said Articles of Partnership 
are dated the fourth day of November 1887 and I direct that interest at 
[handwritten: “such rate as the members of the firm of Macdonald & 
Company themselves decide” striking out “the rate of ______ per cent” 
shall be allowed to each of my said sons on his capital in the said business 
and that the share of my sons in the net profits of said business shall be 
divided as follows, sixty per cent to my son John Kidston Macdonald and 
forty per cent to James Fraser Macdonald.

21.- I DIRECT that nothing herein contained shall give to any of my 
children other than my sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser 
Macdonald any estate or interest in the business of John Macdonald & 
Company or render as or either of them liable as partners therein or shall 
interfere with the absolute control, management and disposition thereof 
by my said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald, 
but that my said other children shall in respect of the sums bequeathed to 
them respectively and payable out of the said business be in the position 
of creditors of my said sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser 
Macdonald.

22.- Upon my decease all powers authority and option vested in or reserved 
to me under the said Articles of Partnership shall be forthwith vested in 
my son John Kidston Macdonald.

23.- I APPOINT my wife guardian of my infant children and on her death 
I appoint my sons John Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald 
guardians of such children, and they are charged with exercising towards 
such children as far as that is possible the loving oversight which their 
mother would have exercised.

24.- Should any of my other sons on attaining the age of twenty five years 
desire to enter into the said business as co-partners with my sons John 
Kidston Macdonald and James Fraser Macdonald and [handwritten: “in 
the estimation of my said sons”] possess the needed fitness for such posi-
tion, I desire my said sons to treat my son or sons so desiring to enter into 
such business in the most brotherly manner and to act towards him or 
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them as they have reason to believe I myself would have done, but always 
having regard to the existing partnership.

25.- The devise and bequest to my wife herein contained is in lieu of dower.

26.- I DIRECT that the sale of my freehold property which said sons 
[handwritten: “or my said executors or executrix”] are herein before 
empowered to make may be either by public auction or private contract 
and either for cash or upon terms of credit and in such parcels as my said 
sons or the survivor of them shall think fit and I empower them to execute 
such conveyances and do such acts as may be necessary to vest the same in 
the purchaser or purchasers, thereof.

27.- I DIRECT that all moneys realized by my executrix and executors 
from the sale of my residuary estate shall until the period appointed for 
the distribution thereof be invested by them upon first mortgage securities 
on freehold property in the County of York and in the City of Toronto, 
or upon Government Stocks, Municipal or Building Society Debentures 
with power to my said sons from time to time to vary the said investments 
into or for others of the same or a like nature.

28.- I EMPOWER my said sons with the consent in writing of my wife 
to advance to any child or grandchild of me the whole or any part of the 
expectant share of such child or grandchild.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto set my hand this
twentieth - day of December A. D. 1889.
SIGNED PUBLISHED AND DECLARED
as and for his last Will and Testament
by the above named Testator, John Mac-
donald, in the presence of us, both
present at the same time, who at his
request, in his presence and in the
presence of each other have hereunto
subscribed our names as witnesses.
[ John O’Hughes & William Mandeville Merrith]

 
Merrith was a barrister at law and no occupation was given for O’Hughes.
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88.  Last known signature of Senator John Macdonald used to sign his will in 
December 1899. [OA]

89.  As part of the probate proceedings, his executrix and executors had to itemize 
the value of his holdings. [OA]
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The inventory and valuation of the real and personal estate of Macdonald 
was prepared by John Kidston Macdonald using a standard form. It is 
interesting to note the value of the various items and also those items on 
the form that Macdonald did not have in his estate.

Household Goods and Furniture   $ 5,000
Farming Implements, etc.     50
Stock in Trade [crossed out with: 
Partnership interest in the business  
of Messrs John Macdonald & Co.]   702,000
Horses       800
Horned Cattle       60
Sheep and Swine [crossed out] 
Book Debts and Promissory Notes [crossed out] 
Money Secured by Mortgage [crossed out] 
Moneys Secured by Life Insurance   5,000
Bank Shares and other Stocks   13,000
Securities for money [crossed out] 
Cash on hand [crossed out] 
Cash in bank [crossed out] 
Farm Produce of all Kinds [crossed out] 
Other Property not before mentioned (if any)  2,000
Real Estate       478,000
       $1,205,910

It is interesting to note that Macdonald was true to his belief of not carry-
ing debt nor offering credit through promissory notes to others.
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appendix 3

Timeline 
 of John Macdonald’s Life 

27 December 1824 – 4 February 1890

1817 Stagecoach began to run between Toronto and Kingston from the 
Coffin Block stagecoach office.

Mid-1820s the Erie Canal completed.

1824 Born December 27 to Corporal John Macdonald and Elizabeth 
Neilson in Perth, Scotland. Father part of 93rd Regiment.

1827 Father promoted to Sergeant.

1829 Welland Canal completed partly in response to American initiatives 
in building Erie Canal.

1831 Father made Colour Sergeant of his regiment for the next three years. 
Regiment sent to St. Lucia, Dominica and Barbados. Upper Canada 
College completed on King Street in York.

1833 Britain frees slaves across the Empire.

1834 Regiment returns to Canterbury where Duke of Wellington gives 
Sergeant Macdonald the Regiment’s new colours. John was ten and 
must have enjoyed the ceremony. York incorporates as the City of 
Toronto.
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1835 In spring sent to Daventy Barracks in Northamptonshire where he 
met Sergeant Nimmo who taught him for 18 months. His father 
gives up Colour Guard to be the hospital sergeant. 

1836 In the Fall and through 1837 sent to Dublin, Newry and lastly Belfast.

1837 In December moved to Cork to prepare for service in Canada where 
there was “serious trouble.” Queen Victoria’s coronation. Rebellion 
by William Lyon Mackenzie defeated by loyal troops.

1838 In early January Macdonald’s mother dies of cholera. On January 23rd 
the Regiment leaves Cork. Macdonald was 13 when he left his mother 
buried in the famous St. Anne Shandon churchyard in Cork. The 
regiment arrived in Halifax and arrived March 5th (a rough 6-week 
trip). Macdonald attends Dalhousie College until November 6 when 
Regiment is moved to Toronto where it stays until 1843. Macdonald 
begins to study at Bay Street Academy. 

1840 In April Macdonald begins as a junior clerk at C & J Macdonald 
& Co. in Gananoque after he was rejected by two other firms. He 
gives his first regular donation (a life-long commitment) to Queen’s 
College. He stays at this firm for 2 years. First gasworks in Toronto.

1842 May 30th he began at “Victoria House” in Toronto under Mr. Walter 
Macfarlane. In the early fall he attends his first Methodist Chapel 
meeting. Upper Canada has expanded its population dramatically in 
the 1830s with 193,000 coming from Ireland alone. Europe’s popula-
tion had doubled in 100 years to 230 million so there was insufficient 
food to feed a growing population. Macdonald arrives in Toronto the 
same year that Charles Dickens visits and writes about Toronto.

1843 In June the 93rd Regiment leaves Toronto for Quebec to the tune 
“Auld Lang Syne.” It stays there until August 1848. In the winter, 
Macdonald converts to Methodism. First waterworks in Toronto.

1844 New Toronto City Hall opens. 

1845 September 23rd Macdonald gives him first sermon at Yorkville (later 
his home area). A few months later he passes his exam to become a 
“Local Preacher.” Beginning of The Great Famine in Ireland with 
even more immigration to Canada. Almost one million people die of 
starvation.
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1846 The first half of the year he concentrates on work and preaching. 
Second half he irritates his bronchial tubes and experiences weak 
lungs that make him sickly and concerned with death. He would 
have life-long problems with his lungs and throat. His father leaves 
the regiment and returns to Ontario. First Provincial Agricultural 
Exhibition opens. Kerosene invented by Dr. Abraham Gesner in 
Halifax.

1847 He is still sickly for the first half of the year. He befriends Sandford 
Fleming (20 years old while Macdonald is 22). June 6th is the Union 
of the Canadian Conference and British Conference of Methodism. 
July 21st Macdonald finishes work at MacFarlane’s. July 22nd he leaves 
for West Indies via Buffalo, Albany, New York, Boston, Lowell, St. 
John, Fredericton, Halifax and has a bad voyage on the Commerce to 
Mort Maria, Jamaica (Annotto Bay) in November. He joins a presti-
gious firm there and stays 5-6 months.

1848 June he returns to Toronto. St. Lawrence rapids conquered for travel. 
Cholera outbreak in Toronto.

1849 At age of almost 25 on September 27 he opens his first store at 
Richmond and Yonge Streets. The Great Fire destroys much of 
downtown area of city including Market Town Hall and St. James 
Cathedral. Macdonald’s store not hurt. 

1850 In March he takes his first inventory of the store — a practice he 
would continue throughout his career. On May 3rd he marries Eliza 
Hamilton. The Necropolis Cemetery begins to be laid out. Graves 
from Potters’ Field (NW corner of Yonge and Bloor) will be moved 
here by 1855. Macdonald and family will be buried here.

1851 April 23rd, Canada’s first postage stamp issued (3-cent Beaver).

1852 January 14 Jessie Eliza (1 = first child) is born. In May he begins to 
use a horse-and-buggy to make sales of his goods on the road to 
small traders outside Toronto. He helps organize the YMCA move-
ment in the city. On October 24 the Toronto Stock Exchange opens. 

1853 Macdonald opens wholesale store opposite what would become his 
warehouse on Wellington Street. The Northern Railway is open. 
October 20, Amy Harvard (2) is born. Crimean War begins and ends 
in 1856 with Britain, France, Sardinia and Turkey against Russia.
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1854 Macdonald’s wife dies. Reciprocity Treaty with U.S. is signed. Further 
outbreak of cholera. Toronto General Hospital’s new building opens 
on Gerrard Street and designed on Scottish hospital model.

1855 His goods are lost at sea so he goes to New York to buy interim goods 
to keep customers happy. He had insurance so actually profited by 
the ship being lost at sea.

1856 August, Jessie dies. The Grand Trunk Railway opens with Toronto 
becoming the centre of a spider-web of rail lines.

1857 Disastrous year for most businesses. Macdonald fares well as he 
has no debt and does not sell on credit. On August 14 he marries 
Annie Elizabeth Alcorn, only child of wealthy Dublin-born whole-
saler. Canada adopts decimal system for its currency. Queen Victoria 
names Ottawa as the capital of Canada.

1858 Gives December dinner for pioneer missionaries to BC. Buys 
Oaklands property. Names property after grand oak tree forest. A 
storm cuts the peninsula free from the mainland at Ashbridges Bay 
forming the eastern gap to the east of the harbour.

1859 March 28 Annie Eliza (3) is born. The A.T. Galt Tariff comes into 
effect. Hundredth anniversary of the Battle of the Plains of Abraham. 

1860 August 28 Marion Louisa (4) is born and Oaklands built for young 
family. Reciprocity with U.S. ends. Civil War begins in the U.S. (to 
1865).Toronto’s population is 42,000.

1861 Macdonald spends a few weeks in the UK. In December the Toronto 
Stock Exchange re-organized (36 stocks). Toronto’s first streetcar 
used (a railway-style car pulled by horses).

1862 Macdonald opens 4 ½ story warehouse on Wellington Street (in the 
Coffin Block). June 6 Lucie Elizabeth (5) is born.

1863 Macdonald wins Upper Canada seat for Toronto West. November 
4 John Kidston (6) is born. In the Winter, Macdonald goes to West 
Indies for a rest.

1864 Charlottetown Conference for Maritime union. First steps to 
Confederation in 1867.

1865 Re-elected for Toronto West. November 2 James Fraser (7) born. 
The Confederation Debates examine railway expansion, western 
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expansion, U.S. Civil War and Defence of Canada, the Reciprocity 
Treaty and international trade, political deadlock and representa-
tion by population. Macdonald originally opposed to confederation.

1866 Oct 19, Macdonald’s father dies when Macdonald is 41. There is 
now daily steam service to Montreal. Fenian Raid defeated (Irish 
Republican Brotherhood founded in New York in 1858 had hoped to 
end British Rule by drawing British troops to Canada and away from 
Ireland).

1867 July 1, confederation of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick declared. Defeated in the fall federal election. It’s the 
third country to adopt a federal system of government (after U.S. 
and Switzerland). October 22, Alexander Alcorn (8) is born.

1868 Macdonald becomes a Toronto General Hospital trustee for two 
years. May 8th he presides over breakfast for missionaries going to the 
Northwest Territories. He also presides over the 43rd Anniversary of 
Missionary Society meeting in Guelph.

1869 Winnifred Julia (9) is born.

1870 In December he goes to New York and then to Liverpool for 9 days 
on the steamer Russia. The Riel Rebellion begins. First Canadian 
coins minted leading to foreign coins not being legal tender within a 
few years. Small portion of present-day Manitoba joins Canada.

1871 July 20, BC becomes part of Canada. July 30 Ethel Alberta (10) is 
born. October 8th the Chicago fire devastates the city. Macdonald 
sends down goods and money to help. 

1872 He is President of the Toronto YMCA and lays the new cornerstone 
of Shaftesbury Hall in June. In October Lord Dufferin, Governor 
General of Canada visits the YMCA. Provincially, conservative 
Ontario elects Liberal Oliver Mowat as Premier to 1897.

1873 April 4th the Metropolitan Methodist Church is dedicated. June 
6th Duncan Macgregor (11) is born. PEI joins Canada. 1873-1878 
Mackenzie Liberals are in power. 

1874 In September, Macdonald is appointed a fraternal delegate to the 
U.S. Methodist Conference. Oct 6, Arthur Nimmo (12) is born —
Macdonald’s youngest child. Macdonald is 49 years old.
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1875 May 21st, Macdonald acclaimed in the federal by-election for Toronto 
Centre under Prime Minister Mackenzie.

1876 February 4th Macdonald gives his employees a brochure outlining his 
business philosophy. He then heads off to Ottawa for the next sitting 
of Parliament. In May he went to U.S. for Methodist Conference. 

1878 In May he is defeated by Mr. R. Hay (by 490 votes) in the federal elec-
tion. He concentrates back on his business and expands warehouse 
with front door on Wellington and back door on Front Street. There 
is a major accident in the warehouse. He goes to the International 
Conference of the YMCA. The Toronto Stock Exchange receives 
Ontario government recognition. Sir John A. Macdonald returns to 
power until 1891. The National Policy (economic nationalism) created 
for railway completion, immigration and tariff policies.

1879 Pilgrimage to the Old World with Amy and Lucie. Macdonald is 55 
years old. The 1879 Tariff goes into place with the general tariff up 
from 17.5% to 20%, finished goods from 10% to 20% and fully manu-
factured goods from 25% to 42%. Sir Sandford Fleming (a friend of 
Macdonald’s) presents paper to Royal Canadian Institute proposing 
the world be divided into 24 time zones. For Christmas Macdonald 
speaks at the Don Jail.

1880 At Christmas he addresses his employees. Throughout the next decade 
electricity comes to Toronto. Dr. Emily Stowe becomes Canada’s first 
female licensed physician.

1881 In February he gives a missionary address at Bloor Street Church. He 
goes on a European trip for an Ecumenical Conference with his wife, 
Marion and Annie. 

1882 He becomes Chair of the Board of Trustees for the Toronto General 
Hospital. On March 28th Annie marries M. Lewis. On October 19th 
Marion marries James Morrow.

1883 In November Macdonald was very ill for three weeks. He lost a lot of 
blood during the illness.

1884 Street arc-lights glowing and The Globe becomes the first incan-
descent electric plant in the province with presses soon running off 
electricity.
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1885 Took a trip to the UK with his wife, Winnifred and Ethel. His lung 
and throat condition worsens and he becomes very weak. Last spike 
laid in Eagle Pass, BC completes construction of CPR line across 
Canada. November 16, Métis leader, Louis Riel, hanged for high 
treason as result of North West Rebellion.

1886 Macdonald holds a reception for General Booth at Oaklands. 
General Booth is the founder of The Salvation Army. Macdonald’s 
support went against the wishes of other leading Protestants in 
Toronto. Macdonald takes another trip to UK this time with Lucie, 
Winnifred and Fraser. They see Queen Victoria at an exhibition 
which Macdonald writes about for The Globe.

1887 November 9 he is appointed to the Senate by Sir John A. Macdonald 
(no relation). He is the only Liberal appointed by Conservative 
Macdonald to the Senate. The new YMCA building in Toronto is 
dedicated.

1888 In August Macdonald travels to Newfoundland and Labrador with 
Ethel and writes a series of 15 long articles for The Globe to helps 
Canadians understand Britain’s oldest colony and to encourage dis-
cussions about Newfoundland and Labrador joining Canada. On 
November 22 he travels again with Ethel to the West Indies.

1889 In January he addresses the Board of Trade for improved rela-
tions with British Guyana and West Indies. June 22 he addresses 
his employees formally for the last time. June 28 he travels to BC 
with Winnifred via North Pacific Railway (Chicago, St. Paul’s, 
Minneapolis, Yellowstone, Spokane Falls, Portland and Alaska). 
They travel back through Canada and arrive home on August 30th. 
August 31 Macdonald is very ill with indigestion. From September 
to December he mostly rested, read, wrote and prayed. December 3rd 
Lucie marries Dr. J.A. Grant. December 22 he read all of the Gospel 
of St. John. On December 26 he falls ill again.

1890 At the age of 65 he dies in Toronto on February 4th. Just 10 days later 
King’s College (now part of the University of Toronto) was almost 
completely destroyed by fire including its library of 35,000 books. On 
October 22nd Alexander marries Annie C. Ballantyne. 
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appendix 4

The Next Generations

In most of his pursuits, Senator Macdonald was a success. Like so 
many successful men, however, he was not uniformly followed by equally 
successful children. Some of his children did exceptionally well in their 
chosen fields and others did not. Each generation has their strengths and 
weakness and Macdonald’s children were no different. Part of the prob-
lem for his children who remained in his business was that Macdonald, 
himself, and other prominent wholesalers in Toronto in the 1870s and 
1880s had failed to see the new trend of direct purchase practices through 
department stores that eventually led to the success of people like Timothy 
Eaton, who Macdonald had helped when he was starting in business. 
Macdonald’s sons did not see the trend either and so the firm died away 
slowly in the 1920s.316 Other children did well. Winnifred is seen by rela-
tives as highly successful in her missionary work in China while A.A., after 
teaching at Upper Canada College alongside Stephen Leacock and others, 
went into the breeding of dogs and cattle.

What follows are reminiscences by some of Macdonald’s descendants:

William Lytle, his great grandson;

Alexander (Prant317) Macdonald, the Senator’s son, writing a let-
ter to his sister Lucie; 

Lucie Cantrell is the granddaughter of Macdonald’s third child, 
Lucie Elizabeth Macdonald, and

John R. Macdonald was the son of Duncan Macdonald.
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They are offered not in any particular order but as primary sources of 
information for interested readers and future researchers into the life and 
times of Senator John Macdonald. In traditional biographies such materi-
als would not be included. However, this book is also a family history for 
Macdonald’s descendants and the following material may be lost if it is not 
recorded formally in a published book.

We begin with selections from the memoirs of William Lytle, Macdonald’s 
great-grandson and grandson318 of of Alexander Alcorn Macdonald (often 
referred to as A.A. or “Prant”). He wrote a short family history of both 
his Lytle and Macdonald roots. He has kindly given permission for you 
to read his memories and thoughts about the Macdonald family as best 
he can remember. Mr. Lytle was born in 1925 and wrote these memoirs in 
his later years. I have taken (without editing) all the material that relates 
directly to the Macdonald family. I have only corrected typographical and 
a few spelling errors. You will find some wonderful correlations between 
his memories of family lore and historical facts recorded earlier in the 
book. Checking the Macdonald family tree may be helpful in identifying 
the people mentioned below. Not all facts are historically accurate but that 
is part of the charm of family histories — an opportunity to take what we 
know and compare it with historical research.

A Family History 
by William Lytle

Introduction
Apart from Tad (Katharine Lytle), I’m the only one left with connections 
going back to my grandfather, Alexander Alcorn Macdonald, who was 
born in 1867, the year of Confederation and through him to some frag-
ments of his earlier life at Oakland’s. This is not a family tree, listing whom 
begat who ad nauseum, but a patchwork of personal memories with the 
license to be vague at times. If this account doesn’t stimulate or inform, it 
may give you a good night’s sleep. W.L. 
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90. Family portrait a few years after the Senator’s death. Mrs. Macdonald and her 
parents the Alcorns, are seated in the middle. The men from left to right, accord-
ing to William Lytle are: James Fraser, Alexander Alcorn, John Kidston, Duncan, 
Arthur. He was unable to identify the women and children. [WLC]

Senator John Macdonald and Family
I believe he was destined for missionary work in Jamaica but for health 
reasons came to Canada and Toronto. His father was a Colour Sergeant in 
a Highland regiment, and a stern Highland Methodist. The Scots feared 
only God and ignorance. 

Anecdote
When John M was a baby he was set down on a gun carriage at some military 
Tattoo and during an artillery volley he began to wail with fright. His father 
strode over and said “Hush your noise, sir,” now, there’s tough love for you.

I don’t know about brothers or sisters, but he produced a lot (13?) of children 
of his own. He began as a humble clerk, sleeping under the counter and 
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saving his money. He prospered in the wholesale dry goods business, having 
a large goods warehouse on Front Street. A devout Methodist and lay min-
ister, he ordered that a tithe (a Biblical ten per cent I think) be given to the 
Church or good works every week from the warehouse takings. In those days 
there was no provision for the care and housing of the poor, who depended 
on the charity of well-to-do citizens. He was a clever and creative business 
man and, among other things, began the practice of putting individual prices 
on merchandise so shoppers didn’t need to ask clerks.

Eventually he was known as The Merchant Prince. He bought thirty-five 
acres at the crest of Avenue Road Hill and built Oakland’s, a fine Victorian 
mansion, mentioned in a number of books on early Toronto. Later on 
his neighbour across the road was Sir William Mackenzie of CPR fame, 
who lived in Benvenuto, razed some years back and replaced with a stylish 
modern apartment complex named, of all things, Benvenuto. This building 
was designed by a talented young Brit named Peter Dickinson who came 
here after the war. Oakland’s was reached by a driveway along what is now 
Woodlawn Avenue from Yonge Street, still the main entrance to De La 
Salle College.

John Macdonald played an important role in local politics and philan-
thropic works, later joining Sir John A. Macdonald’s Senate. When he 
died the property was sold to Miss McCormick — an American of 
McCormick-Deering implement fame [later to become International 
Harvester]. Story has it that she had her own private negro orchestra —  
[“a sort of Esterhazy musical pinnacle that no member of the haute monde 
of Toronto society has since equaled, or even approached.”319] and installed 
a bowling lane. Later it became De La Salle, the Catholic boys’ school 
which has preserved the buildings and grounds to this day.

The Children
John’s family consisted of the following: 

Fraser, Alexander (A.A.), Arthur, Duncan, and Jack. Girls: Winnifred, 
Ethel, Lucie and others I don’t know.

Sundays were strictly observed, and the only reading allowed was the Bible 
and Pilgrim’s Progress. The day was devoted to Church-going, services, and 
noble thoughts. John M. traveled about by horse and trap, acting as a lay 
preacher. 
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Anecdote
One Sunday, A.A. went over to the brickworks and brought home some 
clay, which he molded to serve as marbles. These were arranged in the 
sun to dry and harden. His father found them and marched A.A. and his 
marbles back to the brickyard where they were tossed back.

Anecdote
After John M. was well established and living at Oakland’s he was visited 
on occasions by a young man who was eager to get on in business, and 
asked his advice. One day after he had left my great-grandmother said to 
her husband, “I think you’re spending too much time trying to help that 
young man. I don’t think that Timothy Eaton is ever going to amount to 
anything.”

Anecdote
In the wintertime Avenue Road was a sea of mud and snow, and carters 
had a difficult time getting their horses and wagons up the hill. Winnifred, 
who later devoted her life to missionary work in China, was a deadly shot 
with a snowball. According to my grandfather, they decided to block the 
hill with big snowballs, and then pelt the poor drivers from behind the 
security of the high board fence surrounding the property. Unfortunately, 
paterfamilias arrived in his coach, driven by the faithful Brady, and all hell 
broke loose. Granddad remembers grabbing the only shovel he could find, 
a small brass one from the fireplace, and racing out to help clear the way.

Anecdote
I don’t know much about my great-grandmother, but there is a report that 
when checking to see if the housemaid was dusting properly, she wrote 
SLUT in the dust where the woman had failed to clean.

Sam Alcorn — I’m not sure where he and his wife fitted in, perhaps g-g-
mother’s brother, anyway, Alcorn Avenue is named after him. [Sam Alcorn 
was John Macdonald’s father in law.]

I will talk about those members whom I knew, as they were long-lived and 
pretty much in their prime when I made my entrance in 1925. 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   146 16/05/11   9:17 PM



The Next Generations [147]

Alexander Alcorn was known as A.A., “Prant” (source unknown), 
“Perfesser” by some locals at Victoria Road, and by his daughter Diana as 
Granpa Cooch from some early storybook and latterly, simply as Cooch 
by all of us. 

I spent much time with him at the Lake [Balsam Lake] and worked as 
a cattle-boy for him. We traveled the country roads fixing fences, salt-
ing cattle, and later on taking cattle-buying trips to Haliburton and other 
places. His driving was legend in the country and he would travel on the 
left-hand side of the road while expounding on certain Greek verbs. 

All the boys went to Upper Canada College, then on King Street, and they 
hoofed it there and back. A.A. was Head Boy in 1886 and his name is in the 
Prayer Hall. He was a long distance runner winning many races, and gave a 
cup for this event to the School after he left. He went to the University of 
Toronto where he specialized in Languages: Latin, Greek, French, Spanish 
and German, and from there to the University of Heidelburg in Germany. 
He spoke fluent German. This was pre-World War I Germany. He was 
invited by some young bloods to visit a castle where a duel was being held. 
This was their idea of sport. The weapon was a sabre, and the body was fully 
protected up to the head. A doctor was at hand, and when a slash occurred 
he would have a quick look and tell them to continue. A sabre scar was a 
sign of macho achievement, and much prized. 

A.A. had a form of bronchial trouble and was advised by a specialist in 
Germany to spend as much time as possible in outdoor occupations. After 
returning to Canada he took a teaching position at UCC, his old school, 
teaching languages. The school lacked a sports program, and he helped to 
create one, eventually coaching the hockey team to an OHA champion-
ship, unique for a high school team. He knew the original masters for 
whom the school Houses were named. Jackson’s, McHugh’s (my house), 
Wedd’s, etc. He knew Stephen Leacock there, who was a clever and amus-
ing colleague. The school ran a class in banking and business practices run 
by a hopeless accountant employed for that class only. The students made 
his life miserable and created a constant uproar. Leacock referred to it as 
“the Chinese quarter.”
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Anecdote
One exercise in the banking class the students undertook was the deposit 
and withdrawal of funds. One boy was the teller, another the customer. 
To relieve the tedium of this routine, on one occasion the depositor tied a 
kerchief over his face and staged a holdup, to which the teller reacted with 
gratifying alarm and general chaos ensued.

Anecdote
Jackson was English, as were most of the masters, and rather a snob. To 
Jackson’s delight, the son of a former connection in England, a member of 
the upper classes one gathers, and visiting from England with his new wife, 
was invited to dinner. The wife, it became apparent, was distinctly one of 
the lower classes. After dinner Jackson showed them a prized folio of old 
engravings, including the martyrdom of a saint in boiling oil. Seeing this, 
the young woman observed in broadest Cockney. “Ow, ain’t they givin’ ’im 
a fair bisting” (basting).

Anecdote
A young master came to A.A. one day and asked his advice about his 
future prospects at the school, to which A.A. replied, frankly, “none.” The 
young man returned to England and later Edward Peacock became the 
Governor of the Bank of England.

A.A. left the school himself after a number of years. He already had a fine 
kennel of show fox terriers, and decided that raising purebred Hereford 
cattle would be his life work. One great advantage was the fact that George 
Laidlaw [his father-in-law] had acquired four thousand three hundred acres 
of bush and pasture land in Victoria County around Balsam Lake, his home 
turf. A.A. by his own admission knew little about cattle but was determined 
to learn. He told me of his first experience buying cattle at the Toronto 
stockyards. Dressed in a fine English-made tweed suit, he met with the 
salesmen, affable con artists, who said “Now, Mr. Macdonald, you just choose 
the ones you want, sir.” The mix included a number of red and white cattle, 
but A.A. knew nothing of the breed at that time. Trying to appear confident 
and knowledgeable, he said he waved to the Herefords and said, “Well, let’s 
get rid of them for a start” leaving him in possession of a bunch of low-grade 
beef stock. “That was the day I began to learn, my boy, and learn I did.” 
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He spent the rest of his life in the cattle business, raising both purebred 
Herefords and trading in beef pasture cattle, purchased locally and fat-
tened on the Laidlaw estate pastures.

Anecdote
The Domino strain was the most famous in North American Hereford 
breeding history. Imported from England to the King Ranch in Texas, a 
hundred-thousand acre operation, it was ideal for rugged grazing condi-
tions and was a fine beef producer, superior to the rangy Texas longhorn, of 
Spanish origin. Kansas City was one of the great railhead cattle markets in 
the old days, destination of the long overland drives and then rail delivery. 
A.A. went there to an auction to buy his first breeding stock, and acquired 
a fine female with a calf at foot and bred again. Talk about luck. The calf 
she carried eventually became Aldon Apollo, at twenty-four hundred 
pounds the Grand Champion bull of the C.N.E in 1928. A.A. lived his life 
at what we called “the Ranch” overseeing his farm and cattle business until 
he died in 1958 at 90-plus, in his bed, overlooking Balsam Lake. For many 
years he was a Director of the C.N.E, and finally, a Life Director. Both he 
and Granny Donald won many prizes for their dogs, his fox terriers and 
her Pomeranians, one of which, a champion, weighed all of two-and-a-half 
pounds. (I have some of their medals.)

And now the Laidlaw connection [George Laidlaw was his great grandfather] 

Annie Charity Ballantyne Laidlaw, My Grandmother
This was where the two main streams in this side of our family meet and 
join. A.A. met and married her when she was very young, the daughter 
of George Laidlaw, a busy entrepreneur in Ontario railway development. 
(There is a biography of him by James Filby). George a self-trained arche-
ologist in aboriginal artifacts created a large collection from digs in the 
area which became a major part of the R.O.M.’s permanent collection. 
She had five brothers and two sisters. Jim, Charles, Bill and Harvey, and 
one who died in infancy. Her sisters were named Katherine, and Elizabeth 
Trout. She was scantily educated as were many girls at that time and of 
strong, if somewhat uncertain, temperament. A good mind, and clever, 
but unfocussed, something that might be directed by education and social 
forces had she lived today. They went to Heidelberg, where she had to cope 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   149 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[150] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

without any experience or language, and was not, one might assume, a 
happy camper. A.A had quite the time keeping up with her financial pec-
cadilloes. She did however, develop the old house at Balsam Lake, extend-
ing and making it one of the most charming houses in the area. When “in 
a mood,” she would retire to her room closing her black curtains, and see-
ing no one, and having meals brought to her door. Then she would revive 
and be her odd and charming self again. She died of cancer when I was a 
few years old.

Anecdote
When in Germany, she bought some furniture which she insisted on 
bringing home as a souvenir of the German style. At great expense A.A. 
retrieved it from bond in Toronto, and later under a drawer they discovered 
a label showing it had been made in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Anecdote
She became pregnant during menopause, some years after her last child; 
Margaret was born, and embarrassed by her condition, retired to a chaise 
and packed pillows around her under a coverlet so visitors wouldn’t catch 
on. The child, Diana, was more of a contemporary of my sister Anne than 
her own sisters. She was deposited with mother, who was then married, 
while “Granny Donald” went to Atlantic City to recoup.

Anecdote
At Christmas time A.A arrived (at my family home) redolent of the wide-
open spaces, accompanied by a couple of semi-plucked Plymouth Rocks. 
There was also a large turkey from the A.R. Clarke Company via Uncle 
Bill Lytle. Latterly it arrived frozen, leading to much angst on mother’s 
part, and on one occasion a deafening thud from the kitchen when it got 
away and rolled across the floor, threatening life and limb. A.A. would 
park his car on the front lawn, then call a certain Inspector Lytle, one of 
the country Lytles, who he had helped to get onto the Force, in order to 
avoid a ticket.
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J. Fraser Macdonald 
He was self-important but clever. Didn’t see eye-to-eye with the Senator. 
Did well in Real Estate, but spent money and ended up on the bottle, a 
peripatetic drinker. It was my grandfather’s task to collect him from what-
ever law enforcement establishment in which he found himself, and take 
him home or ship him to Homewood, the clinic at Guelph where gents 
went to dry out. He married and I’m not sure how many or the gender 
of his children, but in later life they sustained him in what was known 
then as “reduced circumstances.” Perhaps his most famous spree according 
to A.A. began with a trip with Aunt Mary (Milligan) along the Panama 
Canal, where at some point he went ashore for a brief visit, and failed to 
return. A.A. got a call from the gendarmes in Detroit to say that his brother 
clad only in a blanket, was in dire need of assistance to return home to his 
native soil. And by some means, A.A. complied, and shipped him off to 
Homewood.

When he could no longer afford it, he quit drinking. His pattern of liv-
ing then consisted of winters spent in some genteel boarding house and 
spring through fall spent with A.A. and Diana at the Fort, our old house 
at Balsam Lake. Diana had a particularly nasty Scottish terrier, who at one 
point made off with Uncle Fraser’s truss, which was retrieved with some 
trepidation. Diana, with her penchant for silly names, called him Hun 
Bun. Each spring he would announce in the social section of the paper that 
“Mr. J. Fraser Macdonald would be spending his summer with his Brother, 
Mr. A.A. Macdonald, at his home, the Fort Ranch Balsam Lake.” Upon 
returning to town he would announce his place of residence for the winter. 
He had a collection of his late brother Jack’s clothes, well made and stylish 
but hinting at a bygone era, a raccoon coat that revealed only his spats, and 
an immense collar. Double-breasted waistcoats and other snappy para-
phernalia created the impression of a dandy who had seen better days. He 
visited us at Oriole Road to smoke and drink tea with my mother. She had 
a retinue of odd relatives who dropped by and always received a warm and 
sympathetic welcome. Afterwards she would sigh and say to A.A. “I had 
over an hour with your etc. this afternoon.” Note the “your.” Uncle Fraser 
usually ignored us children. I went to visit him with A.A. in the Lindsay 
hospital when he was dying of eurimic poisoning, then in his eighties. He 
was not quite with it, and it was a sad occasion for granddad. Hun Bun 
died shortly after that.
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Winnifred Macdonald
Aunt Winnifred, Aunt Winnie, was a sweet soul who married a Doctor 
Barrie. They went to China to operate a mission hospital, and spent their 
lives there. During the Japanese occupation their hospital was surrounded 
by barbed wire and patrolled by Japanese soldiers. Their children, John and 
Margo were born there; Margo worked for the Brits in Washington during 
WWII, but had a type of breakdown and was never quite right from then 
on. John was a brilliant pathologist and after Pearl Harbour they escaped 
back to Toronto. I saw Aunt Winnie only a few times. She was quite old 
when she died, after a long life of service to her Chinese converts, and of 
course, God.

Arthur Nimmo Macdonald 
I became aware of Uncle Art when I was quite young. He used to come to 
Oriole Rd. to spend the evening, and often brought a mickey of rye “for 
Dot” (my mother Dorothy) which he described as “the handy ranch bottle,” 
complete with his brand penciled on the label. He owned a quarter-section 
outside Calgary where he is reputed to have raised horses. (Somehow that 
section was never dealt with in his will, and it’s still out there. Given the 
complexities and numbers of his heirs, nobody can be bothered doing any-
thing about it.) He was a kind, if eccentric man, who was never able to 
take a job. He held a commission in a militia regiment but could never 
remember anyone’s name, and gave it up. Fortunately it was peacetime. 
As a young man he liked to ride around Queen’s Park, the equivalent of 
Rotten Row in London, I guess. His horse threw him into a tree and he 
lingered near death at my grandfather’s house, where the doctor fed him 
coffee rendered to a “syrupy condition,” as A.A. told me. An odd choice but 
he recovered. He loved horse racing, tennis, and boxing. He moved into 
the Clarendon apartments in 1927 and stayed there until he had to move 
to a retirement home on Avenue Road where he could get some care. He 
never married, but seemed to appreciate a well-turned ankle. He used to go 
to Forest Hills and Wimbledon for the tennis, and various English tracks 
for the racing. He had a big smile and wore large horn-rimmed glasses. 
Though he went to a good tailor, his sartorial requirements made him look 
a bit like a baggy pants vaudevillian. Clutching the loose material at his 
crotch, he would shake it and say “See, Dot, lots of room, lots of room.” He 
rarely appeared before four o’clock, and made long trips out west to visit his 
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barber, who had moved from the King Edward Hotel. Uncle Art always 
had a brush cut, which he would rub vigorously when amused. He slept 
in a large comfortable chair, and never in bed, nor did he ever turn on the 
stove in all the time he was there. He would buy a couple of whole-wheat 
buns and an orange for his breakfast. 

Anecdote
He was very generous and used to take Diana and Tad or Anne to the 
King Eddy for lunch. They knew what to expect. First, he would sweep 
all the condiments away, then, if wearing his rubbers, he would take them 
off, tossing each one in the air and catching it. Then the meal could pro-
ceed. He was well known there, and got excellent service, and when leaving 
would tip everybody generously. Going to the movies and restaurants with 
Uncle Art gave us a degree of savoir faire which left little on the social 
scene to rattle us. If we met the Queen and she failed to toss her hat in the 
air it would be a dull day after our outings with Mon Oncle.

Anecdote
He liked to go to the movies. Once, coming out of the Eglinton, he was 
deep in a discussion of the proper way to sit a horse, and to illustrate, 
bestrode the nearest lamppost, clutching it tightly between his knees. “See, 
Bill” he cried, “it’s the knees, it’s all in the knees” “I see, Uncle Arthur,” I 
remember muttering, burning with embarrassment.

When A.A. was in town the three of us would go to the Hollywood or 
the Beverly and then repair to Fran’s [restaurant] for coffee. At that time 
they had eight stools. I would listen while they argued the merits of vari-
ous boxing greats. He took me to a Newsboys boxing match, prodding 
me down the aisle with his heavy rubber-tipped stick. Crossing Lonsdale 
Road he would plod slowly to the middle of the busy street waving his 
stick like a baton and fortunately for all concerned, the traffic made way. 
I visited him in the home before he moved to the hospital where he died. 
He wanted me to have his tennis racquets, made by Lilywhite’s in London. 
I went and got them and then, half rising from his wheelchair he gave me 
a short, fierce lesson on the backhand and the proper approach to the net. I 
was made to take a racquet and imitate his movements, with much chiding 
on his part, I kept the racquets for years, but they had deteriorated beyond 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   153 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[154] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

repair and I consigned them to the Big Pro Shop in the sky. I was a pall-
bearer aged sixteen, I think, when we carried him to the Macdonald burial 
site in the old St. James cemetery [acutally the Necropolis], near what is 
now the Riverdale Farm. I painted a picture of the occasion. It vanished 
years ago, and was a pretty dreary scene, I have to admit. 

Duncan Macdonald
I never knew him. He worked at the warehouse and married Aunt Mina 
who I believe had been a practical nurse. They lived in a big red brick 
house at the top of Bathurst Street on a large plot of land. The place was 
always referred to simply as “Bathurst Street.” I knew Aunt Mina, who 
came to Oriole Rd. quite often. She was a pleasant, very kind and com-
petent woman who could fix and even build things she wanted or needed. 
They had three boys and a girl. John, Peter, Bill, and Muriel. Bill survives 
at this writing.

John ( Jack) Kidston Macdonald
I never knew Uncle Jack, but I heard about him from A.A. 

Anecdote
To encourage the addition of chestnut trees to the property, John M. 
offered his children a penny for each nut they raised to a seedling. Most 
settled for a few, and got bored. Jack produced at least a dozen, and this was 
an indication of his devotion to money.

He took over the business and became wealthy. He apparently failed to see 
the signs of change exemplified by the rise of the department stores such as 
that “young man Timothy Eaton.” He loved fine horses and drove a stylish 
rig and pair, wearing a specially tailored ensemble. I have a set of buttons 
he wore on the waistcoat of his costume. 

A.A. told me that at his funeral there were SIX clergy to eulogize the old 
bastard and nudge him into Heaven. The warehouse business went out 
of style, but Jack left a wealthy widow and two daughters, Jean and Julia. 
Aunt Clare lived in a large house on the Northwest corner of Heath St. 
and Avenue Road, with a carriage house at the rear. Most large houses 
had these and they were converted to garages or torn down. Aunt Clare 
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lived in style with a Chinese chef in attendance. She wore elegant widow’s 
weeds for years, and with her fading beauty and spun gold hair, driving her 
Buick convertible, black with white walls and red leather, she was a sight to 
behold on her Sunday pilgrimages to Christ Church, Deer Park. She was 
a pleasant enough woman, and often when Tad or Anne were debutantes 
and had to have a good fur evening cape, they would borrow one from her. 
She died many years ago now, and the house was replaced by a brooding 
modern apartment, trés chic and trés expensive.

The Macdonalds — the Third Generation.

Uncle Duncan and Aunt Mina’s Children
Some very early memories are of the Macdonald boys coming from their 
cottage across Balsam Lake to replace our dock, a perennial victim of 
spring thaws. They would emerge from the bush with freshly cut cedar 
stringers to be supported by a wooden crib filled with rocks. Then I would 
follow them to the old Laidlaw barns to salvage great barn siding planks 
from the ruins, which were cut to provide decking.

The structure would remain locked in the shore ice until spring when the 
entire mix would take off and scatter our dock around the South shore. 

All four children served in WW2. John, Pete and Bill in the Navy, Muriel 
in British Women’s Army. Pete was an engineer officer and had a collision 
with a gun mounting in high seas, injuring his back; it plagued him all his 
life. He and Mary’s family are alive and well in mid-to-late career. Pete 
died a few years ago and Mary recently.

John was a promising writer, winning the Longman’s Green award for 
fiction, for a novel called I believe, Darkly the River Flows. John returned 
and joined the Government in Ottawa. He and Kay had three daughters, 
Cathy, Judy and Margie. John died a few years ago at a great age, but sad to 
say, suffering from Alzheimer’s.

Muriel went to England in 1938 to study music, specifically the violin, or 
“fiddle” as she called it. When war broke out she sold her return ticket and 
“joined up,” qualifying as a motor mechanic and driver. She was assigned 
to a certain Dr. William Maycock, visiting various military establishments. 
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While on tour they fell in love, but at each stop they had to resume their 
proper roles, she opening his door and saluting smartly. He went to the 
officer’s mess, and she was given lunch money to go to the nearest pub, 
along with the local hoi polloi.

They survived the bombing of Bristol when the water was cut off and they 
only had beer to drink, what a shame. When I went to England in 1951 
Bill was then Director of the Lister Institute in Elstree, a center for blood 
research and the development of plasma. They had two boys, William and 
John, prep kids at the time. They had an elderly pre-war car which broke 
down periodically. At that point Muriel would don her issue coveralls and 
wiggle under the car, with Bill acting as a confused but willing assistant, 
handing down tools on command, as one would in an OR. William and 
John are a businessman and a barrister respectively.

Bill, the youngest, married Joy Bristol, and they had three children Sheila, 
Jim and Jock. Joy died a few years ago. 

Winnifred’s Children
Aunt Winnie, as I mentioned, had John, Margo and another daughter, I 
believe named Winsome who spent her life in England.(?) John Barrie was 
a brilliant, kind, and immensely amusing man, who was a noted pathologist, 
working at the Banting Institute. He bought property in King Township and 
took up farming on the side, raising Black Angus, juggling the two worlds 
with the aid of his wife Joan. They had Clare, Howard, Charles and John. 
Elizabeth and I spent a wonderful time minding the place and enjoying 
the country and John’s company. When Aunt Winnie died it was arranged 
that Margo would share the St. Hilda’s house with Helen Lewis, a colourful 
member of the family, and worthy of a tell-all biography of her own. 

A.A. Macdonald’s Girls — Dorothy, Margaret, and Diana
First, the marriages — Dorothy Anne Macdonald married Frederick 
Hunter Lytle and produced Anne, Katherine, Esme, and yours truly. 

Anecdote
Some time after my mother was born she lacked a registered name. G. 
Donald said “Tim, we must register that child or we will be in trouble” (or 
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words to that effect.) A.A. thought long and hard and while visiting his 
kennels he was inspired to use the name of one of his favourite bitches, and 
voilà, Dorothy Macdonald.

Margaret wed Kenneth Marlatt, from an old Oakville family who owned 
the Marlatt Leather business. They had a beautiful house and garden and 
lived extremely well, traveling and buying nice things. I think I have a din-
ing room table from Oakville in the garden shed. I always remember Aunt 
Margi, a beautiful woman, driving a canary-yellow Packard convertible. 
Talk about class. They produced Kenneth, Rosalys, Peter and Ken. Ken 
died shortly after the war as an instructor in a training flight with a student 
pilot. In the family tradition, Aunt Marg bred and showed Airedale terri-
ers, and was an excellent judge of all breeds.

Diana lived with us in the winter and with A.A. in the summers until she 
met Francis Lindsay, an ex-Kirkfield boy who had apparently had a crush 
on her when quite young. He returned as a member of the RCMP, wooed 
her and won. 

Anecdote
Francis used to court Diana at Oriole Road and everybody would clear out 
of the living room and leave them alone except me. I was around thirteen 
and thought they would like some company. Francis had already given me 
a pair of surplus riding boots, and one evening Anne decided to intervene. 
In the front hall she hissed in my ear, “Just stay out of there and he’ll give 
you the goddamned horse.”

The Lindsays loved Balsam Lake and eventually owned the place where we 
had summered as a family. Francis rose to the rank of Commissioner of the 
RCMP [from August 15, 1967 to September 30, 1969].

Anecdote 
The Force decided to present the Queen with one of their magnificent 
black horses bred at Calgary for the Musical Ride. She would use the 
horse for special review occasions, a coup for the Force. Francis went over 
to present it to her, and she was delighted with its appearance and han-
dling. At the lake, Francis had what I called his Holland Marsh outfit, for 
working in his large veggie garden. Decaying cap, ancient rubber boots, 
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checked shirt and soiled trousers. One day the phone rang and Di called to 
him saying it was long distance for Commissioner Lindsay. Seated at the 
kitchen table and all business, he took the call. It was the Queen’s Equerry, 
calling to extend the Queen’s gracious thanks and appreciation for the fine 
present from the Force. I was killing myself, seeing Francis on this end in 
his grubbies and imagining some impeccable bloke on a gilded chair at the 
other end. 

Diana had three sons, Malcolm, a Crown Attorney, Bruce, and Allan, 
both serving in the RCMP and now retired. Allan and Valerie retired to 
the Lake. When Francis died his funeral was held at St.Thomas Church, 
Victoria Road with a proper RCMP escort, as pallbearers in dress scarlet, 
and he was buried in the old cemetery beyond Kirkfield with a volley from 
the assembled constables, a striking and touching scene.

Dorothy went with her sisters to Bishop Strachan School, where she won a 
prize for Religious Knowledge. After leaving school she went to live in Paris 
for a year and knew French pretty well, but was shy about using it, apart from 
the fact there was no one here who spoke it. She married Dad [Frederick 
Hunter Lytle] and they settled down at Oriole Rd., a wedding present from 
his mother, I think, to produce and raise us four. She was a beautiful young 
woman, dark like her mother. I have a wedding picture of her.

World War II
When my sisters got out of school I was excused from Brown School 
which let out at the end of June, later than BSS. Mother packed up for 
the summer. Bedding and other bulk things went in wicker hampers and 
sent up by train to Kirkfield, then to the house. I remember once that we 
borrowed Uncle Bill’s Packard touring car, as well as Granny Lytle’s Frank, 
who drove us and Mickey to the Lake. The girls used to stock up on the 
latest 78’s and take a windup Victrola along. Mary Murchison, a “fertile 
bough” as A.A. would say, had among her many children a daughter named 
Olive, who was “slow.” Mother refused to let Anne and Tad play Rudy 
Vallee records when Olive was in the house helping Mary clean, for fear 
she would be led astray by the music and the lyrics. Olive, however, may 
have fallen prey to other temptations, in spite of mother’s efforts. At the 
Lake we read, swam, picked wild berries and in my case, fished as much as 
I could. It was at Balsam Lake that I heard that war had been declared. AA 
rose at 6.a.m. to make tea, as well as make a lot of noise with stove lids and 
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firewood. He came to my room and announced that Germany had invaded 
Poland, and we were on our way. I was fourteen. The following summer 
we listened to reports of the Battle of Britain, getting the daily scores of 
German and British aircraft shot down. 

Most people we knew of enlistment age entered the Services. Anne 
became a quarters officer in the WRCNS (Women’s Royal Canadian 
Naval Service), and was posted to Greenock in Scotland. Phil ended up 
in Italy with the Seventh Light Field Ambulance unit. Harry Godfrey, 
though he didn’t meet Esme until after the war, was flying Spitfires with 
our air force. The Commonwealth Air Training Plan was started, and 
pilots came here to train out of harm’s way. The Active Service Canteen 
was formed and local girls went there to volunteer, dishing out food and 
dancing with trainees from all over the Commonwealth. We had a Welsh 
coal miner come to tea, and apparently washing your hands where he came 
from involved stripping to the waist to get rid of the coal dust.

I “grew into” the war, and when I was seventeen Gavin Langmuir inveigled 
me into the Second Bat Fort York on Tuesday nights, did some weekend 
stuff and two weeks summer camp at Niagara-on-the-Lake. In June of 1944 
I got completely “in,” as an Infantry recruit. I finished up as an instructor at 
Petawawa, and a volunteer for the Sixth Pacific Division, which was never 
required when Japan surrendered.

I’m using the end of the war as my ending as well. By now each member of 
our extended family has a history of their own, and can swap tales if they 
want to. Tad and I represent the last of the Oriole Road bunch, and we are 
now involved with the sixth generation. That’s it. Enjoy.

* * *

William Lytle’s grandfather, A.A. Macdonald, or Prant as he was known 
by his siblings, wrote a short note to his sister Lucie upon the death of 
their brother Duncan. Lucie Cantrell now owns the letter.

The York Club, Toronto 
Friday [February 11, 1926]

Dear Lucie,

Dear old Duncan shipped out quietly yesterday a.m. at 7:45. I was with 
him most of the time from Monday afternoon — at the last minute of his 
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life he knew me at odd seconds — just enough to say “Thanks, Prant” — ? 
Bronfee came yesterday morning and slowly recited “Abide With Me” — 
standing beside Duncan.

D. opened his eyes and said twice — “I have no fear” — Those were his 
last words.

D. Bogel said it was a “fearfree death” — it was more so than D. meant — 
for his mind as well as his body was at rest and in peace. You were one of 
the deep-rooted loves of his life — Duncan told me that he simply wor-
shipped you — I telephoned to Miss F. and asked her to tell Helen. I saw 
Dunc Cathright. He looks like a boy again. Oh, Lucie dear. I am glad for 
him, but my heart aches for the loss of him — I loved him.

Yours Prant.

* * *

Lucie Cantrell is the granddaughter of Macdonald’s third child, Lucie 
Elizabeth Macdonald. Her grandmother married Dr. James Alexander 
Grant. Dr. Grant was the personal physician to Sir John A. Macdonald 
and probably met Senator Macdonald during his time in Ottawa. It is 
possible that the Senator’s involvement in politics led to the introduction 
of his daughter to Dr. Grant. Lucie Cantrell remembers her grandmother 
in many ways. Ms. Cantrell ’s story can be found in endnote 102, page 
238. Here are four photos from her personal collection of her grandmother 
Lucie Macdonald.
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91-94.  Various photos of the Senator’s daughter Lucie Elizabeth Grant, nee 
Macdonald. [LCC]
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John R. Macdonald was the son of Duncan Macdonald and, therefore, 
a grandson of the Senator. I interviewed him in 1979 and he sent me a 
follow-up 4-page letter. As much as I can read the handwriting, here is 
the unedited version of the letter:

Monday

Dear Mr. Van Bommell, [sic]

Here are some thoughts that occurred to me after we spoke. I tried to keep 
my mind on things that I may not have told you.

There is an error on the front page of The Merchant Prince. The county name 
is wrong. I can’t remember the right one off hand. Peter Macdonald knows it.

There is an entry in one of the Journals with Bill Lytle about JM [Saturday, 
October 4, 1884] would be having a long talk with Fraser who had been to 
the theatre to see Sir Henry Irwing (?) in something. Fraser must under-
stand that the theatre was the first step in the walk to destruction. [Actual 
quote is: Had a very long conversation with Fraser about going to see “Irving.” 
He took it very well….]

There was a big water tank on the tower at Oaklands. Miscreant boys in the 
family were sent to sit on it in a chair and left there in the dark as punish-
ment. There was also a good deal of whipping (of what kind I don’t know 
— cane? Strap probably). JM’s harsh approach to child rearing inherited 
from his father but he did not transmit it to his children, an easy going lot 
with great personalities and deep kindness in them.

No one ever mentions how JM spoke. We know he would have spoken 
well, from his writing, but I wonder how much accent he had. A lot I 
would think if he grew up in Perth and in a highland regiment.

I see a person of great mental energy, strong feelings, considerable native 
intelligence, engrossed with God probably more than with any one else. 
Conceited, arrogant and all. A just man. 

Have you read his address to his employees that was bound in book form? 
A real horror. They should serve him as they serve God. The needs of 
the firm superceded their own. A real case of render unto Caesar what is 
Caesar’s and with God what is God’s and don’t fail either. Also his Xmas 
address to inmates of Toronto Jail in which he told them they were there 
because they deserved to be and they had better mind their ways before 
they earned eternal damnation.
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Did anyone tell you the story about his driving to work (as he did every 
day) in his carriage with Brady driving and his sons rode their horses 
alongside (4 of them. Uncle Prant [A.A. Macdonald] was a scholar and 
never worked in warehouse) one morning and a man walking by raised 
his hat to him. JM raised his in return. Then recognizing the man after the 
carriage had passed him, he had Brady turn the carriage and over took the 
man and said, “Sir, I raised my hat to you. If I had recognized you I would 
not have done so. You are a scoundrel, Sir. Drive on Brady.” I don’t know 
any of his descendants who would have had the presence for that. 

More character notes I forgot to put in before — powerful will, driving 
energy, rather superficial and primitive, of ?? religion.

Family prayers twice a day with whole household assembled. One tenth of 
all he made went to God, Methodists/churches and ministries, Salvation 
Army, and Victoria College.

Strongly anti-alcohol. His journals filled with fulminations against drink – 
which must have been a fearful thing amongst the urban poor who didn’t 
have much else in the way of comfort.

I think the complete lack of concern with social position at Oaklands is 
unbending. Here is a nouveau riche family of pretty personable people, 
with some education according to the standards of the day, and a good 
deal of intelligence that was sought out by the leading figures of the day. 
When they wanted something — Sir William Mulock (sp?) collecting for 
Victoria and getting past Prant when JM on his death bed and getting a 
cheque large enough to jeopardize the future of the warehouse — Timothy 
Eaton coming for advice and talk when he was starting up — here is a 
family that could have led socially even if led to Reform side, and just 
didn’t give a damn. This characteristic was inherited by all descendants, and 
may be reason most of my cousins ended up as drunkards — they grew up 
into 1st World War and didn’t survive it or Depression.

Have you seen the thing in Austin Seton Thompson’s Spadina (Pagarin 
Press, Suite 103, Bay Street, 1975, p. 109 and 133) about JM.Very interesting 
if true. It is interesting to speculate as to what might have happened if he 
had bought the Baldwin property and added that to Oaklands. You will 
have seen this reference in No Mean City and other architectural texts.

In Vol II of Careless’ Brown of the Globe (MacMillan, 63) there is an inter-
esting reference on page 118 to his playing chess with Brown after sitting 
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of Parliament. Other references on page 96, & 243, which refers to him as 
a Candidate for Parliament and director of Bank of Commerce. I think 
there are also references in Thompon’s book to his connection with B of C. 
Austin Thompson, of course, stresses his own family’s participation which 
was possibly dominant.

I mentioned the importance of older sisters in raising younger family 
members. Lucie particularly (Anne and Marion married or were away 
early). Uncle Prant look up to. Uncle Fraser hereby disliked as a bully and ? 
This exhausts my memories for moment will rush to now catch 2 p.m. mail. 
If you have any questions, send along. Yours J.R. Macdonald

[Mr. Macdonald added several other notes on scrap paper attached to the 
letter.]

Crammed everything up to end on page 2 then had another thought. 
What about Uncle Sandy, Alexander Macdonald321 [Senator’s brother], ten 
years younger than his brother and destined to pass his life in the shade. 
A rather nice, alert, little man in his eighties is all I remember. He ran the 
warehouse stables all his life! (Granted a big stable on Balmoral) when JM 
put up memorial to his grandparents Alexander and Jessie Fraser in Foyers 
Cemetery above Loch Ness he said erected by Senator John Macdonald of 
Oaklands, Toronto. Same thing with memorial window in Cork. No refer-
ence to Sandy. He definitely had a horse ass side!

Forget ancestors. In Foyers Cemetery. (You can find Foyers on a map of 
Invernesshire.) The cemetery is about a ½ mile southeast and about 1/8 mile 
higher up beside wall). There is the stone JM erected to his grandparents:

Alexander Jessie Fraser 
1761–1828 1758-1838

As I said, he would have remembered his grandmother as he did not leave 
Scotland so far as I know until ’37. (On other hand, if you are right, he may 
have spent a part of his boyhood in Jamaica). In this cemetery there are 
very worn stones to a Duncan Macdonald b 1700 and a John Macdonald b 
1735. These would have been Alexander’s father and grandfather. 

? Macdonald Fraser also was born into this family and married into it 
before marrying a Fraser says they were the parents etc. of our Alexander. 
Her own great grandfather was Alexander who may well have been the 
son of our Alexander and older son of my great grandfather who born in 
1799 when his mother was 42. If you accept the last, then the family tree is:

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   164 16/05/11   9:17 PM



The Next Generations [165]

Duncan b 1700 
John b 1735 

Alexander b 1761

___________________________________________________________

Alexander b ? John b 1799 
Scottish branch of family Senator Macdonald

Another note. Don’t forget first marriage was tragic. Elizabeth daughter 
of a Hamilton who gave her big Bible. Jessie first daughter died in child 
birth. Amy born. Mother died (of consumption I think). Amy who died in 
1885 very important at Oaklands, I think. Survivor of a milder age perhaps. 
Lived by younger members of family with Lucie. A not too well young 
woman referred to as gentle Amy. Simply poetic. All very sad.

The National Archives have a certain amount on JM, all of which I imagine 
you have. I ? my pictures of Oaklands exterior. I have seen pictures of the 
interior of Oaklands. Can’t remember who has them. Possible Winifred 
Higgins. John Barrie might help in locating them. Have now missed 2 p.m. 
post. Will stop. You will hear again if I have more thoughts.
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appendix 5

Business Success 
what it is and how to secure it

A Lecture Delivered before the Toronto Young Men’s Christian 
Association by John Macdonald (1872)

This appendix is a complete reprinting of Macdonald’s lecture as pub-
lished by Adam, Stevenson & Co. in 1872. The book is here so that its 
ideas are not lost.

The copyright on this short book ran out long ago and the book is not read-
ily available as a primary source of what one of Toronto’s most successful 
businessmen, politicians and philanthropists thought about how a young 
person could become a business success. The audience were young men of 
the Toronto YMCA and so Macdonald addresses his remarks using only 
the male form. I have not changed or edited the book at all other than to 
break up long paragraphs for easier reading. 

Much of Macdonald’s message to young women and men is as applicable 
in today’s commerce community as it was over 139 years ago. The words 
may sound ‘dated’ but the advice is timeless.
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to
the young men

of our
dominion,

— its business men to be, —
this little volume is dedicated

with the
best wishes of their friend

the author.

Preface
I had promised to deliver a lecture for the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of this city in the early part of last year, on “Business Success.” 
Duties, many and pressing, prevented my fulfilling that engagement ear-
lier than last month. Many who heard it then (including business men, 
in whose judgment I have much confidence), and others who heard of it, 
expressed a wish that it might be published.

The thoughts contained in it have been gathered from observation during 
the many years of an active business life. It will not be considered pre-
sumptuous then, if even the writer should think that their study will prove 
of service to the man of business, while the young man about setting out in 
life (whatever his calling), cannot but be benefited by their perusal.

It may be said that there are causes which lead, not only to success, but to 
failure, which are unnoticed here; this, I admit; but the ready will remember 
that the matter was prepared not with the view of furnishing an exhaustive 
treatise on so important a subject, but as a lecture only, within which noth-
ing more could be pressed than would interest an audience for a reasonable 
length of time.

Enough will be found, however, if carefully read and duly acted upon, to 
guard from failure; — enough to point the way to a successful business 
career.

I have preferred, in this small volume [70 pages], making no additions to 
the manuscript. This will make it more welcome to those who have but 
little time for reading, and none the less to those who have most.

The book, I trust, will have the effect of leading to a higher standard of 
commercial morality; of deterring some from entering business whose  
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talents fits them for other callings; of inspiring others with high resolves 
to battle bravely and to win; and of leading all to acknowledge that God 
is seen in commerce as He is in every part of His vast universe; and that 
without His blessing, “it is vain to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the 
bread of sorrows.”

J. McD.

Oaklands, Toronto June, 1872

Business Success
It has been affirmed that the majority of business men fail at some period 
of their career: that not more than five out of every hundred succeed. Both 
statements are startling; and yet neither should be hastily dismissed with-
out careful examination. Whatever differences of opinion there may be 
about the first, we are inclined to think that experience will fully confirm 
the second.

There are changes so great in any country as those found among its busi-
ness men. Nor any calling is there, or profession, which yields so small a 
measure of success as business, in proportion to the numbers engaged. You 
find Judges on the Bench and Lawyers at the Bar, you find others actively 
engaged in their professions for ten, twenty, or thirty years. Not so with 
business men: you look for old familiar faces and they are gone. As you pass 
along the streets you find, instead of well known names, those of strangers, 
and before you are well familiar with them they disappear to give place 
to others. Think of the men in your own city, who not only sat upon our 
Bench, but adorned it; whose opinions were respected not only at home, 
but beyond it; think of those who in Law and Medicine took the very first 
place in their professions; men of mark, whose names became household 
words, and who engaged in active duties to the last, passed away full of 
years, and full of honours; and then look back, if you will, and count the 
number and tell the names of your successful business men of the same 
period. You will find but few, nor will you be able, we think, to make the 
average of those who succeed, more than five per cent.

Take up a Directory of this city which will carry you back twenty or thirty 
years: look for the names of the business men of those days: they have dis-
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appeared! You will be struck in finding the number who have been unsuc-
cessful; but great as the number is, do not think it greater than that found 
in other cities of the same population: there is not a town or hamlet on 
this continent, which does not furnish the same results. The story of the 
majority of business men is, that they have been unsuccessful. But some 
will say: Canada is too small a field to form a fair estimate of the pro-
portion of successful business men. Take a wider one: look at the United 
States! We venture to assert, without having examined the figures, that not 
five per cent of the merchants of New York succeed. Quite likely says one: 
American merchants generally, are little better than a set of sharpers. Not 
so. There is no higher type of business men to be found than the high-
toned American merchant.

That there are unprincipled traders in the United States, we think quite 
possible; but have we not this class among ourselves? We cannot see the 
propriety in any man bringing a sweeping charge against the business men 
in any country, simply because his transactions may have been (perhaps 
from choice) with the least reliable of its traders. Equally unsafe would 
it be to form our judgment from the verdict of those who complain only 
because they found themselves less skilled in sharp practices of trade, than 
the sharper men into whose hands they fell. Some of the most advanced 
men of the day are business men, foremost in every good work; with views 
too broad, sympathies too noble, and souls too great to suffer them to 
do anything small, mean, or contemptible; — whose princely incomes 
afford them ample opportunities of originating and executing benevolent 
schemes on a large scale. Such men are found in every land to-day, but in 
none do you find finer specimens, or in none do you find a larger propor-
tion, than in the United States. 

Yet, take the city of New York in the year 1871: it had three hundred and 
twenty-four failures, with liabilities amounting to $20.740.000. In the 
United States the failures in 1871 were 2915, with liabilities $85.252.000; 
in 1870, 3551 with liabilities $89.242.000; while in 1861, the liabilities were 
$207.000.000; and in 1857, over $291.000.000. These figures I know are very 
startling, and many will at once say that they must represent a loss to credi-
tors far beyond any thing, in proportion, which exists in Canada. Let us see.

From 1864 to 1869, a period of a little over four years, there were in this 
Dominion, three thousand three hundred and thirty-two Insolvents, suf-
ficient with their families to people a city; and with liabilities sufficient to 
build it substantially, to adorn it with squares, fountains, handsome public 
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buildings, churches and schools. Look at Ontario, this favoured province, 
not in a year of scarcity, but in a year of plenty, — in the most prosperous 
year of its history; one might well say: surely there were not failures! We 
learn from the Monetary Times that there were three hundred and twenty-
eight, with liabilities probably not under $5.000.000. Each number of the 
Ontario Gazette contains the notice of new Insolvents. In the issue of the 
last week of February, were notices of twenty-six. Assuming that to be a 
high weekly average, that the number seven; and you would then have not 
less than three hundred and sixty-four Insolvents per annum.

We find in a paper of the Province of Quebec, dated February 29th, the 
notices of twelve Insolvents for that Province; this only a local paper in a 
period of not more than seventeen days and for such notices in each of the 
Provinces we may look with as much certainly as we look for the spring-
time and the autumn. If this be so, one is ready to inquire: Is it safe to go 
into business? Is it wisdom to adopt a calling which has so few prizes and 
so many blanks? If business to so many means disaster and bankruptcy; if 
men of good ability, moderate capital, and fair prospects, have long battled, 
and yet in the end have had all swept away, how, I would ask is it possible 
that I can travel that road and escape its dangers? — navigate that ocean, 
and pass safely through its storms? — fight that battle, and not fight only 
— but win. 

It would be a good thing not only for those engaged in trade, but for the 
entire community who share, more or less, in the suffering and loss which 
failures bring, if each man beginning business would propose these ques-
tions to himself, or to some one upon whose judgment he could rely; — a 
good thing if he would insist upon an honest and faithful reply. The result 
would be, that thirty per cent of all the men who go into business would 
discover that there were other fields in which they could better distinguish 
themselves; callings for which their talents were more suited, and which, 
though promising to bring with them greater labour, would also bring to 
them greater reward. 

And yet although trade has its risks, uncertainties and failures, there is no 
need that business men should be unsuccessful. True, there are dangers, but 
men may escape them. There are laurels to be won, and men may win and 
wear them, as having been fairly and bravely won.

It is possible that one’s business career may be one of unbroken triumph; 
possible to reach a first-class commercial position, while friends will delight 
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and foes, if men have them, will be compelled to acknowledge that they 
who have honourably aimed it are successful business men.

Some regard business as a lottery; others as a game of chance, in which 
none but the fortunate win; others tell you that tricks are a necessary part 
of trade, that not everything in business is fair, even over-reaching and 
untruthfulness; and, that without these, success is impossible. It is time 
that such ideas were swept away, for they are dangerous and untrue.

That there may be found untruthful and over-reaching men in business, we 
are ready to admit; and because such men may have accumulated means in 
business by cunning, or possibly fraud, there are those who have conceived 
that success in business is to be secured only by such means.

The proportion which are unsuccessful traders bear to our successful ones 
is so large that we are not surprised that many should regard business as a 
lottery, and conclude that while here and there one may find a successful 
business man, yet, that the great majority must fail. These are all mistakes.

There are certain business principles which, if strictly and constantly fol-
lowed, will as surely result in business success, as that a vessel by careful 
navigation can be safely brought to her destination, or that brave troops, 
skilfully handled by a brave general, may be led to victory. Failure is not 
necessarily a part of business, nor must it be concluded that fifty or even 
ten out of every hundred men who go into business must fail. I know that 
to be the honourable, failure is possible; men have been ruined in their 
efforts to save others; just as many a bold swimmer has been pulled down 
by a drowning man whose life he sought to save. The fire will desolate on 
land; ships will go down at sea; markets will drop suddenly; occasionally 
there will be a shrinkage of values; bills of Exchange will be returned; 
banks will fail; and thus men, honest and well-intentioned, will sometimes 
find themselves compelled to ask the consideration of their creditors; and 
although in such cases there may have been a lack of becoming prudence, 
yet these remarks are needed to rescue such men from the odium which so 
often is connected with failure, and to save them from being classed either 
as fools or knaves.

Making full allowance, however, for such cases, we contend though that 
ninety per cent of our failures might be avoided: and that business might 
be a certain instead of an uncertain thing; that disaster might be the excep-
tion and not the rule. There is no need that men should break down in early 
life, as the result of continued business perplexity. No need that homes 
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should be made sad and cheerless, through business difficulties, which 
ought always to be happy and cheerful;—no need that business which a 
wise Providence designed should be the means of contributing so largely 
to the comfort and happiness of the human family in every part of the 
world, should be the cause to so many of misery and ruin: business may be 
stripped of nine-tenths of the doubt which now surrounds it and men may 
see with some confidence, when they begin a business career that they will 
be able to bring it to a prosperous and successful close.

Nearly six thousand of our seamen are drowned every year, as the returns 
to Parliament for 1870 show! Apart from the brave sailors who thus annu-
ally perish, how many are there who go down to the sea in ships, either on 
business or pleasure, who find every year a watery grave. That this waste 
of life is no necessary part of travelling by sea, is abundantly proved by the 
long and prosperous career of the Cunard company.

True, they have lost seamen and may yet lose more. Men will in a fool-
hardy way, expose their lives by sea as well as by land; but during the thirty 
years and more, from the first trip of their first steamship to the present 
hour, every passenger who has not imprudently exposed his life or died 
from natural causes, has been safely landed at his destination. Nor has a 
letter or parcel been lost through the negligence of the company. Their ves-
sels have been in every storm; have borne the rage of every hurricane which 
has swept over the ocean during these long years;—mid rain and fog, and 
sleet and ice; watchful and careful, they have carried their passengers with 
great safety than those passengers could have travelled by land by any con-
veyance, and have fairly won the high reputation they enjoy today, by a 
management in the navigation of ocean steamships the most perfect and 
the most successful, the world has ever known.

The bungling of the Crimea was the real enemy our brave soldiers had to 
contend with. Want of food, clothing, tents, and even fuel, in the depth of a 
Crimean winter, soon produced their results: — exhaustion, fever, cholera, 
and trench work wrought among them far greater havoc than did the fire 
of the enemy.

The Expedition to Abyssinia proved that mismanagement, endangering 
the lives or even the health of troops, is no necessary part of a military cam-
paign; that it is possible to lead an army through a country, the difficulties 
of which are vastly greater than those of the Crimea with perfect safety; 
that commissariat arrangements and sanitary regulations can be made so 
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perfect, that men need not suffer for food, clothing, tents or fuel, and that 
the health of the troops may be maintained at as high an average as if they 
were stationed at Aldershot, or better still, at the garrison in Toronto.

So with business. Thousands fail every year, but they need not. The fact 
that men live through the same crisis which swept others away, is proof 
that they might have done the same. That men have lived through many 
crises in which men stronger financially than they were, have been ruined, 
and that though some of these storms have been terribly severe, have nobly 
braved them all, not perhaps with capital unimpaired but with credit unaf-
fected, and with character untarnished. Men who, guided by lofty principle, 
scorned the idea of taking advantage of a panic to propose a compromise; 
never asked what was expedient, but what was right; whose bark when the 
rage of the tempest was past, was found at anchor; a spar or two gone, per-
haps a little battered, but still at anchor; while here, and there, and yonder, 
lay stranded and broken wrecks in wild and shapeless confusion. That such 
men could outride such storms is enough to prove the others could do the 
same, and that it is no more necessary for a man to fail because he goes into 
business than it is for a man to be drowned because he goes to sea.

But why, it may be asked, have the Cunard company been so successful? 
All that can be obtained in human skill and ingenuity is brought to bear 
in the construction of their vessels; everything about their ships must be 
of the very best. The ship itself, its machinery, charts, compasses, steering 
gear; officers tried and capable, brave and daring; yet, cool and cautious; 
engineers, men high up in their profession; crews, the best that can be 
secured. In their passages the first consideration is safety; the second is 
speed; the third, profit. Is it any wonder that they have been so successful?

Some of the volunteers thought the medical examination of the force 
designed for the Red River expedition unnecessarily severe. Had every 
man who deemed himself fit to undergo its hardships been allowed to 
form part of the force, many would have gone, who would have hindered 
rather than helped it. It was deemed best that the force should be formed 
only of men of strong and sound constitutions. Their way lay through an 
unknown and uninhabited wilderness, where it might fairly be expected 
there would be formidable obstacles to meet which would require all the 
strength and endurance of healthy and powerful men. The successful com-
pletion of that expedition, without a single casualty; shows how wise were 
these precautions; and how perfect was the organization.
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Let business men have the same fitness for their calling as our Canadian 
volunteers of the Red River expedition had for theirs; the same enthu-
siasm as these brave fellows had in entering upon the difficulties of that 
unknown and unexplored way; the same care, the came caution, which 
the Cunard company has exercised during their lengthened career, and 
you will have the same successful results. Let it be understood that a busi-
ness man requires something more than friends, or means, though both 
are excellent; and it is difficult to get on without either. That if he lacks 
character, it matters little what else he may have. That he wants brains and 
common sense, for many a man has the one, who lacks the other. That he 
wants business fitness, and a confidence that leads him to look upon dif-
ficulties as play things, — to think, and speak, and believe in nothing but 
success. In one word, have in business as elsewhere, always the right man in 
the right place. Then the number of your successful men will be immensely 
increased, and a commercial crisis a matter of rare occurrence.

Success is possible in a bad cause as well as in a good one; yet we under-
stand by the word, the favourable or prosperous termination of anything 
attempted for purposes of profit or improvement. Business is a word of 
such extensive and indefinite signification, that it may be applied with 
great propriety in describing the occupation of many who are not engaged 
in trade. We look at it only from its mercantile aspect.

What measure of those qualities which make great business men is inher-
ited and what acquired, we do not undertake to determine; whether a man 
can become a business man of high order, who is not born a merchant we 
leave others to decide. 

When Peabody [George Peabody was a dry good merchant and later philan-
thropist working in the U.S. and England. He is often acknowledged as the 
father of modern philanthropy, having established the practice later followed by 
Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller, Bill Gates, and Warren Buffet], in 1856 
went to Danvers to revisit the scenes of his childhood and to receive the 
honours which his fellow townsmen were anxious to offer, he said; —

Though Providence has granted me unvaried, and unusual success, in 
the pursuit of fortune in other lands; I am still in heart the humble boy 
who left yonder unpretending dwelling. There is not a youth within 
the sound of my voice, whose early opportunities and advantages are 
not very much greater than were my own, and I have since achieved 
nothing that is impossible to the most humble boy among you.
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The modesty of Peabody led him to speak thus, but he was mistaken. Great 
business ability, such as he possessed, is not profusely bestowed. A man 
who stood in the very first rank among the merchant princes of London; 
who in trade won laurels as many and as proud as they; who became the 
benefactor not only of the country of his birth, but of that of his adop-
tion; who received marks of distinguished favour from the President of 
the United States, and to whom the Queen of England presented her own 
portrait specially prepared for him upon a plate of pure gold, must have 
been a man among many thousands; and every boy whom he addressed 
could not more become a merchant like Peabody than he could become 
a general like Wellington, or an engineer like Stephenson. Aim high, be 
ambitious to take the first business position; but do not be surprised if you 
fail to reach the lofty position of Peabody, and men of his class, and do not 
be discouraged; for we know that there are positions which if not nearly as 
influential as that held by him; wealth, which if not nearly as great as he 
possessed; credit which if not nearly as extensive as he enjoyed; yet, once 
obtained; would entitle you or any one to be regarded in this or any land 
as a successful business man.

You cannot form a correct estimate of a man’s business success by mere 
outward appearances. The ambition to make a social flourish upon in-
adequate means is not only an evil, but a growing one, and many are led 
to mistake outside glitter for accumulated wealth. It would be as unsafe 
to judge a man’s success by the outward flash he makes, as it would be to 
estimate the value of the mine by mere surface indications. You will be told, 
if you would rightly judge the value of the mine, you must test it below its 
surface; and the banker will tell you that in his parlour, you will find a bet-
ter picture of a man’s business position than you could possibly get from 
mere outward appearances. There are those who pay homage to wealth, — 
men are courted for their means; — yet great means do not always imply 
great business ability.

Some acquire a reputation for business ability and success to which they 
have no claim; their ability consisting merely in inheriting the large means 
employed in their business. Others by monopolies or restrictions acquire 
the control of articles of trade solely for their own enrichment, to the loss, 
and ruin, perhaps, of other trades.

Legislative acts have been framed, tariffs enacted, legislators corrupted, for 
no other purpose than to secure such monopolies for individuals or corpo-
rations. What matter though coal be put beyond the reach of the poor, so 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   175 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[176] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

that they are enriched; and equally regardless are they of the disturbance 
which the increased price of any commodity may create so long as the 
result is turned to their profit; and then men look at the immense palaces 
the fruit of such gains, and call their owners successful business men.

Such men are mere adventurers and their gains the results of bribery, cor-
ruption and fraud. Equally unsafe would it be to regard the very rapid 
acquirement of means in every case as a test of business success. If so the 
most successful men of our time have been the members of the Tammany 
Ring [a group of unprincipled officials, who got rich by plundering from oth-
ers. So called from Tammany Hall, the headquarters of high New York officials, 
whose dishonest practices were exposed in 1871, the year before Macdonald’s lec-
ture]. For no men every made money more rapidly, and if all be true, none 
every made it more dishonestly.

Wealth acquired through long years of honourable business life is an evi-
dence of success; and where with great wealth you find a great heart; and 
great enjoyment in the right use of means, you have the finest type of a 
successful business man. 

Yet to great wealth we must not attach undue importance; for how many do 
we find whom having enormous means, are nevertheless miserable, mean, 
and poor. True “The hand of the diligent maketh rich.” We may have dili-
gence and its reward, and yet the man himself may be utterly incapable of 
turning to any useful account the means he has acquired. Some hoard large 
means from no other motive it would appear, than to have men say of them 
that they died rich. Such men may have piled away in chests thousands in 
gold and silver, but for all the good their gold is likely to do themselves 
or others, they might as well have so many stones. Such men live in daily 
fear of burglars and skeleton keys, of banks breaking, of commercial ruin; 
of such, and there are many everywhere, one is ready to say: “there is more 
hope of a fool than of him.” 

There is no young man in this assembly, who, while in a respectable situ-
ation, enjoying life as he passes through it; has confidence in his fellow 
men, is bright, cheerful, and hopeful, though he may not be possessed of 
fifty dollars, who could exchange places with such a man without being an 
immense loser.

Wealth that has been acquired by ruining manufacturers, underpaying 
employees, and bring about the failure of weak competitors, cannot bring 
pleasure. For the thought will obtrude itself even amid the splendour of 
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establishments so secured, as one looks at their ships or palaces, that they 
have been secured by oppression, injustice and wrong. We do not see that 
you can form a fair estimate of a man’s success by looking at him apart 
from his destiny. He may count his gold by millions, but gold does not 
bring happiness. Where men live to accumulate it for its own sake, and toil 
for it so as to forget that they have a hereafter, it becomes not only a snare, 
but a curse, and it would have been better for such men had they lived 
and died poor. It was once asked of such a one: “How much did he leave?” 
“Every dollar,” was the quick and suitable replay. “He took none with him.” 

Where there are no correct views of a man’s responsibility; where there 
is neither desire nor heart to use means rightly; enormous wealth sim-
ply means enormous anxiety; accumulation instead of bringing content-
ment only creates the desire for more; a bondage the most cruel, a thirst 
for wealth which refuses to be satisfied; and as millions are added to the 
already enormous pile, the cry is still; more! more! Richer and happier by 
far, and more useful to the world, is he who, satisfied with modest means, 
enjoys the fruits of his labours. Nor is there one here who having the choice 
of positions, but would choose the latter —

Who only asks for humblest wealth;
Enough for competence and health,
And leisure when the day is done;
 To read his book by chimney nook,
 Or stroll at setting of the sun.
Who toils as every man should toil:
For fair reward, erect and free, —
These are the men, the best of men,
These are the men we mean to be.

“Better is a handful with quietness, than both hands full, with travail and 
vexation of spirit.”

Gold, I know, is with many the measure of a man’s success. If it has cost 
him the loss of health, produced an enfeebled frame, or weakened intellect, 
what has he gained? If it has made him a grub worm, and kept him ever 
looking with his eyes fixed on the earth so that he had neither pleasure or 
desire to look up at the bright blue sky; if while it has led him to be thickly 
lining his pockets, has also led him to neglect the cultivation and enrich-
ment of his mind, so that he is bankrupt in everything but gold, whatever 
measure of success the world may ward him as a business man, he has been 
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an immense loser. Should his application bring upon him suffering as it is 
likely to do, so that he becomes an invalid; or should he be spared to reach 
old age, which to such a one would certainly bring its infirmities; he would 
be found a poor man without the resources which would enable him to 
endure the one state, or without the cheerfulness which is the charm of the 
other. While he who through life has felt that neither the pressure nor the 
emoluments of business could lead him to neglect the garnishing of his 
mind, draws to its close with richly stored resources within himself, which 
render age not only endurable but delightful, who as he thinks:

  On years that time has cast behind,
  But reaps delight from toil and pain,
  As when the transient storm is past,
  The sudden gloom and driving shower,
  The sweetest sunshine is the last,
  The loveliest is the evening hour.

He is a successful man who meets his obligations with promptness, and 
who for his business has a “rest” sufficient to meet all its contingencies; 
whose name stands high in the first commercial circles; whose judgment 
and counsel is sought and respected, and whose whole course is above sus-
picion and worthy of imitation; whose business is ever in such a state that, 
if removed by death, enough will be found to discharge every obligation, 
and enough remain for those dependent upon him.

He is the most successful, who, in addition to the capital employed in his 
business, has means and time to do good with them; whose life, in the best 
sense, is a busy one; who makes money not only by his fellow-men, but for 
them; who enjoys life as he passes through it; who, though in business, is a 
busy man; is, in the best sense, a busy worker who is watchful to improve 
those opportunities where his means, influence and experience enable him 
to do most good.

“Nations become rich and powerful by the continued and well-protected 
efforts of individuals to improve their condition and rise in the world. The 
labour and the savings of all such are at once the source and the measure of 
national opulence and public prosperity.”

 To the humblest we may then say:

  “Hold up your brow in honest pride;
  Though rough and swarth your hands may be,
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  Such hands are sap-veins that provide
  The life-blood of the nation’s tree.”

 What are the causes of failure?

The first we notice is Incompetency. Hundreds of men go into business in 
Canada, and we presume elsewhere, who, for everything connected with 
its management, are thoroughly incompetent: clergymen with sore throats, 
school-masters who find confinement oppressive, farmers who tell you that 
their work is laborious; mechanics who think “keeping store,” as they term 
it, more respectable than their own trade; now and then a stray doctor; and 
although there are those in each of these classes who succeed, they do so 
mainly from a force of character which would equally well serve them in 
any other pursuit.

If you wanted a book bound, you would not be likely to send it to a car-
penter; nor, if you wanted a broken leg set, would you be likely to send for 
a tinsmith. Would it not be well for doctors, clergymen and mechanics, 
who think that without any training they possess a thorough fitness for 
business, to remember that years of application were needed to fit them 
for the duties of the callings they are throwing aside; that without such 
preparation they would have been unable to have sustained themselves as 
they had hitherto done, and that some training at least would be required 
for the business they are about to attempt. 

It is simply cruel to encourage such men to go into a business with the 
simplest details of which they are utterly ignorant; cruel to take from them 
the earnings of years when it is quite apparent that the end can only be 
disaster; entering upon a business of which they know nothing, to be left 
behind in a race for which they are altogether unqualified; to become the 
victim of some unprincipled trader, or to fritter their means away through 
sheer incompetency and to find out, when too late, that they had no fitness 
for business and should never have attempted it.

Eighty per cent of our failures are the result of Extravagance.

Don’t be startled; that will be found to be under, rather than over the mark. 
Extravagance is a disease which, though in some admitting of treatment, in 
others is incurable. There are some who act, as soon as they have obtained 
a credit, as though their fortune had been made. Their business and home 
expenses, assume proportions of an unwarranted nature; nor do they pause 
to consider whether such expenditure can be long maintained, or whether 
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it is likely speedily to come to an end. Such men run their course in an 
incredibly short time. When the end comes, they call it imprudence. It is 
dishonesty, and nothing else. There are many men in business to-day, who 
are building houses, buying lands, and living in a reckless and extravagant 
style, on the strength of credit obtained for strictly business purposes.

There are others who fail through extravagance, but do so more slowly; 
tempted first to indulge in some unwarranted expenditure, they resist 
for a while, perhaps, but then yield. The appetite for further expenditure 
becomes a craving one, and as it increases the ability to resist it dimin-
ishes. They wavered when they should have been firm, vacillated when they 
should have resisted; and from that hour their downward course began.

Suppose a young man who has recently commenced business with moder-
ate capital, good credit, and fair prospects. Things go on well. His wife, who 
knows little of business, but takes it for granted that he is doing well, puts 
in her claim, let us say for a piano. If he studied her happiness and his own, 
his answer would be: “Gladly, when we can afford it, and a piano stool, and 
a music stand, and anything else that we really require; but we must wait 
patiently until it can be well afforded, without inconvenience to business, 
or without jeopardizing the means of others.”

Do not think that I suppose an improbable case. There are few failures 
which take place in the country where you will not find a piano among the 
household furniture, and as a matter of course, you are always told that it 
belongs to the wife.

Now, he is the best husband who can talk to his wife in this way, and she 
the best wife who, fully appreciating his motives, is contented with such a 
reply; and each so denying themselves, in due time husband and wife will 
be abundantly rewarded. But the man yields, the piano is bought, for he 
says he can get this bill renewed. Then the carpets look shabby, and they 
must get new ones. The furniture is old-fashioned, and the curtains are 
faded, and when the first step is taken it is the simplest matter to glide into 
others equally uncalled for. Then follow the neglect of business; the accu-
mulation of bills; the protesting of notes; the stoppage of credit; the loss of 
confidence; the meeting of creditors; the visit of the sheriff ’s officer; piano 
gone, carpets and curtains gone; the man broken-spirited, broken-hearted. 
The morning that shone out so promising already dark and beclouded. 
Then, in too many instances, the bottle, — then the grave.
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Hundreds of men are ruined through Intemperance. When a man finds that 
he requires stimulants to give him the energy needed for his business, he is 
in a bad way. When you find men stand back from you in conversation, or 
turn their heads away from you lest you should discover their habits, they 
are in a dangerous position. When you find them constantly dull, dreamy, 
and stupid, make up your mind, if you are a creditor, that unless there be a 
speedy and radical change, you may look forward to a bad debt, and to the 
man’s destruction.

In Great Britain, where a very large amount of business is transacted by 
travelling, thousands of young men and their customers have been ruined 
by the drinking usages of the road. A young man who is a commercial trav-
eller need not be a drinker. Nor need he, to sell goods, offer drink to others. 
We would be glad if the commercial travellers of our young Dominion and 
their customers would alike set their face against an evil which has already 
slain so many bright, promising young men, and desolated so many happy 
homes, and shew to the same class in the Old World that here they can do 
business upon its own merits, and are opposed to practices which, though 
having the appearance of present profit, are but sowing the seed which can 
bring forth nothing but ruin and death.

Many fail through Speculation. They see those who through long years of 
patient industry have acquired position, influence and means, and whose 
trials, by the way, they know nothing of; and despising the slow but certain 
paths of their own business (the safest at all times), enter into some wild 
and reckless undertaking by which they expect to make a fortune immedi-
ately. Others, they are told, have tried the same thing, but they were stupid, 
had no business talent, had not seized the right time — were fools. 

Upon such men words and arguments are wasted; it is folly to talk to them 
of meeting bills, either with the banker or wholesale dealer; they hope to 
be bankers or wholesale dealers themselves within six months. There is 
an oil property, and in the venture there is a perfect mint of money. There 
are a few shares to be had in some joint-stock company, which will yield 
immense returns, and they are to be had at par. Or a village has just been 
mapped out in the wilderness, or is going to be, and the place is destined to 
become one of the most important cities on the continent, and they intend 
to secure a large number of lots. And so with a thousand things; some of 
them as ridiculous as the bogus companies of the South Sea Bubble days. 
[The South Sea Company paid off England’s wartime debt of ten million pounds 
in 1711 in exchange for six per cent interest and a monopoly of trade to the South 
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Seas. Shares were issued and speculation ran rampant grossly overvaluing the 
stock. The management figured this out in time to take out their money before the 
shares became worthless leading to a stock market crash that would take nearly 
100 years to overcome.] 

There is extant a list of nearly two hundred bubble companies started in 
the year of bubbles, none of which were under £1,000,000, and some went 
as far as £10,000,000, stg. One was designed to make salt water fresh; 
another to furnish merchants with watches; a third to discover perpetual 
motion; a fourth to plant mulberry trees and breed silk-worms in Chelsea 
park; a fifth, to import large jackasses from Spain in order to propagate a 
larger kind of mule in England; while an advertisement was issued that at 
a certain place “on Tuesday next, books will be opened for a subscription 
of £2,000,000, for the invention of melting sawdust and chips and cast-
ing them into clean deal boards, without cracks and without knots.” Not 
less ridiculous are some of the schemes into which men rush to-day, —
with means not their own, but entrusted to them only for legitimate busi-
ness purposes, bringing upon others loss, perhaps suffering, and stamp-
ing themselves for all time to come as dangerous men whom it would be 
unsafe to trust.

We have no “Wall Street” here, and we are glad of it. Many of its brokers 
to-day are but wrecks of what were once thrifty business men. Tempted to 
try their hand at some fancy stock, they listened in an evil hour, were led 
on step by step, until they lost property, business habits, friends, all. Henry 
Ward Beecher recently delivered a lecture on “Wall Street.” [A prominent 
clergyman of the middle 19th century, Beecher’s fame on the lecture circuit led 
to his becoming editor of several religious magazines.] He stated that he had 
buried from it, in a period of twenty-five years, four generations of men. 
He says it is a dunghill of mushrooms; there is in it every year a vast growth 
of men, and every year they are trampled down in hosts. “I know,” he says, 
“but one or two men in that period who have been able to make permanent 
gains; nor was this done by speculation; they added other means of accu-
mulation which were the foundation of their stability.”

Profanity and Sabbath-breaking bring about commercial disaster. They are 
presented together, for they are inseparable. We have no confidence in the 
success of either a profane man or a Sabbath-breaker; nor have we any 
confidence in the future of the young man who is either the one or the 
other. Nothing, to business men, is of greater moment than the confidence 
of creditors; this class of traders may impress men so as to secure their 
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habits are known. The command to labour for six days is an imperative as 
that which enjoins rest upon the seventh; and while a blessing is promised 
only in connection with the proper observance and rest of the seventh. 
When men tell you they are so closely confined during the week, and have 
to work so hard that the only church they can get to is the country — the 
only minister they can hear, Dr. Greenfields — you may mark them, for 
sooner or later they will fail. Some there are who, belonging to none of 
these classes, fall behind from positive inability to keep up with younger 
and more active competitors. To use a common phrase, they get “behind 
the age,” and others, from circumstances of nature peculiar to their own 
case, and without intention to defraud, bring upon themselves disaster, and 
for which they feel as deeply, perhaps more so, than the creditors to whom 
they occasion loss.

Although failures are of regular occurrence, it is in the crisis when they 
come thick and fast. And then wise ones shake their heads and gravely tell 
you that they saw it coming; that it has been caused by excessive importa-
tion, injudicious credits, reckless overtrading, and a continued contraction 
of the money market. All these causes, we take it, exist more or less in 
every crisis, for they are certain, sooner or later, to produce commercial 
disturbance. But these wise people find his out just when every one else 
finds it out — when it is too late. Raise the standard of your business men, 
let fitness and character be regarded as indispensable to the obtainment 
of credit, let the honest trader feel that his competition is to be only with 
honest traders, and the assets of commercial men will represent a value 
they do not now possess.

The merchants of Tyre were princes, her trafficers the honourable of the 
earth; her sails were spread to every breeze, the sound of her oars heard in 
every sea. When her wares went forth she filled many people, and enriched 
the kings of the earth. Of the prophet Ezekiel’s description of her wealth, 
beauty, influence, and far-reaching commerce, it has been said that for 
graphic power, high poetic imagery, and historic accuracy of detail, the pas-
sage is unequalled in the whole compass of literature. What a commentary 
her history presents of the changes which take place, not only with great 
commercial men, but with great commercial centres. When we remember 
that she who, in the days of her glory, “heaped up riches as the dust, and 
fine gold as the mire of the streets,” is to-day but a scene of ruins and of 
the deepest poverty, upon whose fallen ramparts the fisherman spreads his 
nets; when it is remembered that her towers, her temples, her palaces, her 
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harbour, her commerce, her wealth and her glory, are all things of the past, 
how can one help exclaiming, “What city is like Tyre, like the destroyed in 
the midst of the sea!”

It would be pleasant to trace the development of commerce from its 
decline among the Phoenicians to the present period, when the trade of 
the British Islands has attained a magnitude never reached before in the 
history of the world; but such a subject would take us beyond our limits.

Let us say, however, that if Tyre had her merchant princes, so has Great 
Britain; that if the honourable of the earth were the trafficers of the one, so 
are they of the other. But Britain has a glory which Tyre never knew. Her 
chief city, which needed not Macaulay’s unborn artist of New Zealand to 
render famous—while it is the centre of the nation’s trade—is the centre of 
the nation’s charity. It is undoubtedly a great honour to the Lord Mayor of 
London (an office usually held by one of London’s merchant princes), but 
perhaps the chief attraction of the office consists in the fact that the Lord 
Mayor is the great almoner of the nation. 

No spot is there where the cry of suffering or oppression is heard more 
readily than in the Manson House; none is there from which help comes 
so quickly or so munificently. Whether the cry come from the beleaguered 
Parisians, dying by the thousands from exhaustion and famine; from Persia, 
in the low moans of famishing men; from gory battle-fields where, side by 
side, those who, but a few hours before, were deadly foes, have been made 
friends by reason of their common suffering; or from the homeless thou-
sands of Chicago, as they stand amid the ruins of their charred and black-
ened city — the great heart of the English people is moved. No question 
is asked in reference to faith, colour or government. It is enough to know 
that there is suffering, and that it cries for help. The one broad, strong tie of 
human brotherhood is all that is needed to call forth the splendid offerings 
of Britain’s princely merchants; and food and raiment, and gold and silver, 
are poured forth with a princely generosity, which, while it meets the wants 
of the suffering, calls forth the admiration of the world.

I am aware that it has been sneeringly said of Great Britain that she is a 
nation of shopkeepers; yet where do you find such a nation, and where do 
you find such shopkeepers? To such princely merchants we point you, and 
ask you to imitate their example if you would enjoy like success. 

To succeed in business, one should have a strong preference for it, amount-
ing to a passion; should possess a fitness for it, should be early and well 
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trained in a good school. It is questionable whether any man every made 
his mark in business, who did not, as a boy, exhibit a strong liking for it. A 
passion so great as that which led Philip to forget the glazing of the win-
dows as he stood in rapture gazing at the paintings; which found Flaxman 
penciling at six, Stephenson modeling engines in clay while a child, Sir 
Christopher Wren evincing his preference for mechanics, and Nelson that 
love of bold adventure, and that happy unconsciousness of ear, which gave 
promise of his splendid and brilliant career. These all became great men; 
their names and their deeds are part of their nation’s history; nor will either 
be forgotten so long as our language is spoken, or time endure.

Budgett was born a merchant. [Samuel Budgett (1794-1851) was a British 
merchant and philanthropist.] At the age of ten, when on his way to school, 
Arthur, his biographer, tells us he found a horse-shoe; he carried it three 
miles and sold it to a blacksmith for a penny. That, he says, was his first 
penny. He kept it for some time. He found, while at school, that while a 
halfpenny would purchase six marbles, for a penny he could buy fourteen. 
At once he began to traffic in marbles; he bought in the larger, and sold in 
the smaller quantities. He next buys a quantity of cucumbers, upon which 
he clears ninepence; when he had two shillings and sixpence he bought 
a young jackass, this he sold to a Mrs. Ellis for five shillings. (You see he 
looked for respectable profits.) Mrs. Ellis had no money, but she had a 
pair of new stays, which cost her ten shillings; these he took as collateral 
security. Meantime the donkey died, and Mrs. Ellis demands her stays. 
He contended that the donkey died through ill-treatment, and refused to 
return them. 

These incidents exhibit the amazing passion for trade in a lad of tender 
years, and to some extent furnish us with the secret of his successful life. 
Budgett, in many respects, is not our model, although Arthur has writ-
ten his life with much ability and we commend its perusal to young men, 
assured that it will prove of service to them. There is one point, however, in 
the character of Budgett, which we cannot pass by without injustice to his 
memory and the subject we are treating. 

It is the point which we like most; — While not yet fifteen, he had made, 
by trading, thirty pounds; the whole of this he gave to his parents, and 
although they purposed returning it to him, were never able to do so. 
I choose rather to find in this act the foundation of his fortune. While 
thoughtful men, as they look at the business bequeathed by him to his chil-
dren, with is spacious warehouses, its hundreds of employees, its returns 
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— estimated probably by millions — will not fail to trace a connection 
between these results and the act to which we have referred; or call to 
remembrance the words spoken by the Saviour to the rich young man 
in the gospel, as conducive to his happiness in this world and the next: 
“Honour thy father and they mother.” We are not afraid of the success of 
the young man, whatever his calling, who honours his parents. Indeed we 
would not be afraid to predict it, while we would hesitate to pronounce 
favourably upon the future of him who, though having first-rate abilities, 
spoke lightly of his parents, or treated their counsels with indifference.

Parents often make grievous blunders in deciding upon the future of their 
children, simply because they have already determined in their own minds 
what their future callings shall be. How often do we hear parents speak 
of their children as though they had no will of their own, as though they 
would be equally successful in that calling for which they had a positive 
hatred, as in that to which they were most attached. Hence some parents 
say: “Our Tom is a sharp, cunning fellow, we are going to make him a 
lawyer.” Another will say: “Chris is so very quiet I am afraid we will have 
to make him a minister;” while a third says: “We are going to send Jack to 
his uncle’s office and make him a merchant.” It would be a good thing for 
the church and the world if there were fewer ministers who have been thus 
made, and it would be well for parents to wake up and learn that they can 
no more make their boys merchants than they can make them ministers.

There are boys who strongly desire to go to business, and their parents say, 
“No,” and, like Mrs. Swift, say to them, “You must be a lawyer.” There are 
boys who want to be mechanics, and their parents say, “No, you must go to 
business;” and as the result of this conflict between the will of the parents 
and the wish of the boys, we have briefless lawyers who would have made 
splendid business men, and we have unsuccessful business men who would 
have made splendid mechanics.

Where the passion for a calling exists, you generally find the fitness for it; 
and where that fitness is wanting, it is the merest folly on the part of parents 
to urge their children to follow it. This pride on the part of parents, which 
leads them to fear that, if their boys go into business, they will rub against 
those of obscure birth, is something with which we have no patience, and 
can find no words to describe the contempt with which we regard it. It 
is time, not in this country alone, but everywhere, that the worth of men 
should be estimated, not so much by the accident of their birth, as by their 
character; time that it should be acknowledged that the son of a coal-
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heaver has as much right to aim at the best positions in the land, as the son 
of a lord, and securing which against great odds, is fairly entitled to wear 
the honour he wins. No man, however high his birth, standing side by side 
with such a man should feel other than honoured, for—

 “Princes and lords are but the breath of kings: 
 ‘An honest man’s the noblest work of God.”’ 

The young man whose life is to be a business one, should begin its study 
early, prosecute it patiently, acquire it thoroughly. He should be at it not 
later than fifteen, and it will require all the application he is capable of giv-
ing it for the next ten years, to fit him for the responsible duties of a busi-
ness life; and away through the long years after, if he would be successful, 
he must be still learning. No young man ever succeeded who was afraid of 
work; no young man ever will. The less his time and thought are exercised 
about tight-fitting kid gloves, flashy jewellery, and that exquisite style of 
“getting-up” so essential to the very existence of some young men, the bet-
ter. The more ready he is to work, to work hard, and long, and willingly; the 
deeper interest he takes in the business welfare of his employer; the more 
he throws his energies into his work; the or more he is influenced in all that 
he does from principle; the more likely is he to succeed. When you see one 
taking as deep a concern in all that pertains to the interest of his employer 
as though the business was his own; whose zeal behind his master’s back is 
the same unflagging, steady character as when he is present, you may safely 
mark him; for, find him where you will, you will find one in whose word 
you can confide, and upon whose honour you can rely.

The advantages of being well trained in a good school cannot be over-
estimated. Not one young man in every hundred, either in Canada or 
in the United States, learns his business as he would have to learn it in 
Great Britain. There, from five to seven years of close attention are thought  
necessary to prepare a man for business; but at the end of that time he has 
acquired it thoroughly, so that it will secure him a living in any part of the 
world, and fit him for taking the first commercial position.

Every man in the United States is eligible for the Presidency. It is not 
strange, therefore, that young men who have been twelve months in the 
packing room, should think themselves competent, in their own language, 
to “run the concern.” Or that one who had been the same time in the 
warehouse, should think himself quite able to do the foreign buying. But in 
Canada, where ideas are more conservative, it is a matter of astonishment 
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that young men are not more wishful to acquire that thorough groundwork, 
that mastery of their business, without which success is almost impossible. 
There must be a vast improvement in the business training of our young 
men, a greater attention to system and detail, a more thorough acquain-
tance with every department of business, before we can expect largely to 
increase the number of our successful business men.

We have spoken of the folly of parents urging their children to follow a 
calling for which they have no liking. We have before us the names of fifty 
young men, who, twenty-five or thirty years ago, went to business, some of 
them possibly to please their parents only. Their history will give us some 
idea of the uncertainties of a business life, and will show us also that it 
requires something more than a parent’s wishes to make that business life a 
successful one: — Twenty-seven are dead and missing, three became min-
isters, two lawyers, one a physician, one a forwarder, one became deranged, 
seven are in situations. Of the fifty, eight have been in business on their 
own account, of these five have failed. Three are in business to-day, and 
occupy good positions as business men. If this should be thought a small 
proportion, it is only right to say, that as compared with business young 
men, of the present day, they were all fully up to, several of them much 
above the average. 

It is a common thing to see iron steam ships anchored in the Gare loch 
in the Frith of Clyde for several days before going to sea. The absence of 
magnetic disturbance has led to its seclusion as one of the best places for 
the testing of compasses.

Every young man who is about to commence business should first care-
fully examine whether he possesses those principles by which alone he can 
hope to steer. He is about to undertake a perilous journey, let him look well 
to his compasses. Begin well; not too young. Nothing is lost by waiting a 
few years. Years bring a maturity of thought and judgment, a knowledge 
of men and things, which no very young man can possibly possess; and 
which, once obtained, will be valuable beyond anything that can possibly 
be conceived by that restless young man whose only discipline has been 
hasty and imperfect.

Experience in some cases is really more essential than capital; — with-
out it no business can be conducted successfully. As it must be secured, it 
had better be acquired with patience than purchased by bitterness. Let no 
uneasy, restless promptings, no impatience to be your own master, lead you 
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hastily to take a step not well and duly considered, not warranted by the 
circumstances of the hour, and the result of which you may have to regret, 
perhaps bitterly. 

You have much to learn; learn it well; seize the proper time; select your 
location wisely, make good arrangements; begin modestly. Do not attempt 
to do in one year what it has taken others twenty to accomplish. Your 
apparent gains may not be so large as those who aim at a trade question-
able and hazardous; because altogether unwarranted by their means; but 
what you make will be more certain. While you carry no more sail than you 
are able to manage in any storm, you secure the confidence of those whose 
confidence is your best capital, while those who crowd on all their canvass 
are ever in danger of a shipwreck, and steadily impair the confidence of 
those who can best help them. You may be called a small buyer; never 
mind, go on; carefully and modestly, but go on: slow and sure is a good 
motto for every young man commencing business, alike for himself and 
his creditors. Caution is always a safer element in a man’s character than 
flash; nor do they who make “haste to be rich” accomplish the most good 
or prove the most successful. You will remember that in the long run, the 
tortoise beat the hare.

It has been said that the best way to secure peace is to be prepared for war. 
To secure business success guard against every possibility of failure. That 
you may be able to do this, you want the carefulness which avoids disaster, 
and the enthusiasm which knows of nothing but success. Be careful in your 
expenditure; not penurious or shabby; — but careful.

We have said that eighty per cent of our failures are the result of extrava-
gance; we might add, of all the misery in the world, and yet if young men 
have not learned the secret of living within their means before they go into 
business, they are not likely to do so after. Many a young man, possess-
ing fair business abilities, has found his way blocked in the obtainment of 
credit, and has been astonished to find that men not nearly as well up as 
himself obtained support; the merchant or banker to whom he applied, in 
making a fair estimate of his chance of success decided against him, and 
in favour of the other, who, though less showy was all the more sure. There 
is not an extravagant young man in this or any city whose habits are not 
known, or who is likely to succeed as long as he continues them.

The prudence so essential, not only to a man’s success but to his happiness, 
is not learned at the bench of the carpenter, the counting house of the mer-
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chant, or the lawyer’s office; it is learned at home. It is learned as everything 
else that is good is learned: from one’s mother. 

And what a young man is when he leaves home, he is likely to continue to 
the end. Is it too much to say that no man becomes a great man who has 
not a great mother? She may not be rich, she may not be of earth’s great 
ones, hers may be a lowly position, her few friends humble as herself; she 
may, nevertheless, be great. Great in love of truth, great in the possession 
of a sound mind, great in her power of framing the future of her children, 
as they behold every day the nobleness of her own character, as she almost 
unconsciously imprints upon them that self-reliance, which is worth more 
than gold, that honour which is above suspicion. 

He who leaves such a home to fight life’s battle, takes with him a heritage 
that proudest he can possess. While such a mother is seen “looking well to 
the ways of her own household, and eating not the bread of idleness, her 
children rising up and calling her blessed and her husband, also, and he 
praising her;” how can one help exclaiming. “Many daughters have done 
virtuously, but thou excellest them all.” It rests with the mothers to say 
what our merchants will be; whether they are to exhibit those qualities 
which make them successful, or those which render success impossible. 
Wills have to be broken, restraints have to be imposed, self-denial learned, 
perhaps painfully; — all these lessons have to be taught him by a mother 
who fully comprehends how essential they are to his future, and intelli-
gently understood by the boy before he has finished that education which 
will enable him to go forth into life.

Mothers who pamper their boys, who encourage them in an expenditure 
which can ill be afforded, which can beget only habits of idleness, extrava-
gance and pride, who cannot think of having them do what their fathers 
had to do, are ruining them. They do not think so, I know, but they are; 
and that poor, dear boy of yours (we may say to many a mother), who is 
so good, and so gentle, and so kind, and who knows so little of the world 
(although he knows vastly more of it than you think he does) has been 
unfitted by you (with the best of intentions I have no doubt), yet by you, 
for that station in life which he might have filled with credit had his train-
ing been different; and who, unless he be taught, and that speedily, that 
there are fields in which he may win greater distinction than in hanging 
about his mother’s skirts; unless he go out into the world and prove himself 
a man, he will become an incubus on society; and so far as any practical 
benefit he is ever likely to be to any one, beyond some fancy hair dresser, 
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or going to evening parties, he might just as well be put in a band-box, and 
allowed to remain there.

There are hundreds of young men among us, and some who are no longer 
young, who are suffering life to pass away in the unbroken dreams of what 
“the governor” is going to do for them. While others will tell you with the 
great seriousness, that they have a rich old aunt either in Ireland, or else-
where, or some other relative at whose decease they will be “made” for life. 
They tell you this with an earnestness which would lead you to believe that 
no tidings would give them greater pleasure than those of the death of the 
kind friend by whom they expect to be remembered. 

Send your boys out into the world, let them become familiar with its rough side. 
Let them make their own mark. Teach them to be noble, self-reliant and true.

Be careful of your expenditure; every dollar you withdraw from your busi-
ness needlessly is a thrust at your success. It is like taking away an effective 
man in presence of the enemy. It is worse; it is like taking an effective man 
and handing him over to the enemy. Some wonder why the end of the year 
finds them no better off than they were at the beginning. There have been 
large sales, fair profits, but no addition to capital. There need be no mystery. 
They indulged in everything their fancy led them to desire. This because it 
was a trifle, that because they wanted to be like some neighbour, and some-
thing else because they wanted to surpass another. The temptation all the 
stronger because these matters, whatever they might be, had not to be paid 
for for several months. These people never know what it costs them to live; 
an account they never keep; self-denial they do not understand. Could you 
get them to keep an account just for twelve months (but you could not), of 
all the money spent upon trifles, you would startle them, though we fear 
you could not cure them, for in business or out of business, such persons 
never succeed. They pass through life making no headway, and when age 
comes upon them, it finds them without provision for its infirmities.

Be careful of your time. Time is money; husband it well; let it be under-
stood that, when men look for you in business hours, you are to be found. 
You cannot afford to be gossiping with others, or have others coming to 
gossip with you. Many a man has been ruined by that readiness which leads 
him to attend to every one’s business but his own, neglecting to attend to 
his own fortune, as he busies himself with the affairs of others; to be pitied 
at last for his pains. In every community it is the simplest thing to put your 
finger upon scores of just such men.
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Be careful of your companions. If you want to succeed, the theatre, the 
saloon, the gambling hall, are not the places for you. He would not be a 
prudent merchant who would open accounts with young men, knowing 
them to be frequenters of such places. Don’t seek companions who can 
only corrupt, while you can find so many who can profit.

Don’t engage in work that is hurtful, when you can find so much that is 
elevating; the world is full of work in which you can be helpful to your 
fellows:

 “Lives of great men all remind us
  We can make our lives sublime,
 And, departing, leave behind us
  Footprints on the sands of time.
 Footprints that perhaps another,
  Sailing o’er life’s solemn main,
 A forlorn and shipwrecked brother,
  Seeing, shall take heart again.”

You can find, in the work in which this and kindred Associations is engaged, 
enough to occupy the time you may have to give, enough to call forth the 
talent you possess, you will find among the workers in such Associations 
congenial spirits, whose friendship may not only be profitable, but life-
long, and all the more endearing because found in connection with work 
so elevating; and thus from the first you may show that it is possible to do 
well for both worlds, to be “diligent in business, fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord.”

Young men have found their account sometimes suddenly closed, forget-
ting that the banker or the merchant could foresee that the money spent at 
the saloon, the gaming table, and at the livery stable for fast horses, could 
have one end only, and that end ruin — not of business only, but of mind 
and body. They felt that in opening the account they made a mistake, they 
decide, however, to make a present loss, rather than afford an opportunity 
of making it greater, and so close the account. If you want to be successful, 
be careful of your companions.

Be careful of your character. “A good name is rather to be chosen than 
great riches. — Prov. 22, i. Character, like a shadow, accompanies all men, 
and whether good or bad, it cannot be shaken off. A father who leaves to 
his son a good name, and that only, leaves him a priceless inheritance; one 
which will never fail him if fully appreciated and properly improved.
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Love the truth. Let nothing move you from it, for no earthly consider-
ation swerve from it, suffer loss if it must be, but speak the truth. Never 
equivocate; never give an answer to mislead, or an answer that you know 
misleads; never take advantage of your reputation for truthfulness to pro-
mote your own ends by framing your speech so as to have the semblance 
of truth while in your heart you know you are misleading; such conduct is 
more reprehensible than glaring falsehood, and though you may thus gain 
a temporary advantage, rest assured that upon no such foundation can you 
erect a successful business.

Be careful of the interest of your creditors; if you are anxious that none 
should lose by you, you begin with the best incentive to success. So long as 
you are thus influenced, you are furnished with one of the best safe guards 
against failure. Credit is capital; do not abuse it. You have secured it pos-
sibly more on account of your character than your means. So long as you 
maintain it unimpaired, it is a fortune; be careful with it. Feel that your first 
duty is to discharge your obligations, to divert into unwarranted channels 
not one dollar which should be applied to reducing them. Your capital puts 
you in possession of means, if you waste the one, rest assured you will 
destroy the other. 

The man who relies upon a credit to enable him to carry on his business 
may be called I know a dependent man, and yet I fancy that if business 
were reduced to an absolutely cash basis, many large and healthy con-
cerns in the old world, and in this new one, would find themselves sud-
denly pulled up. But admit that the man who does conduct his business 
on a credit derived from the merchant or banker, is a dependent man. It 
has been so ordered that every high-minded man does experience just in 
that state, a pleasure and a satisfaction as great as he is ever after likely 
to know, no matter how great the volume of his business or the extent of 
his means. Nothing can give greater pleasure to a high-minded business 
man than to discharge his obligations; and in doing this he is affording 
his creditors the best evidence he can give them that their confidence has 
not been misplaced.

But he is doing more than this, even though a humble trader, he tends by 
every such transaction to strengthen and uphold public credit. He leads 
even the doubtful man to put confidence In his fellow man, he leads those 
who look at balance sheets only as actuaries, to feel satisfied that, although 
the crisis may come, and may bring with it much suffering, and much loss, 
that with men thus careful of their credit, who thus look upon their obli-
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gations as sacred, the crisis may be severe, and may be wide-spread, but it 
cannot be universal.

Do not be restless because you have to do your business upon credit, so 
long as you feel you have never abused it, or intend to do; so long as you 
are conscious that you are worthy of it, and intend to be; so long as you 
feel that it is a benefit, not only to yourself, but to those who bestow it. 
You occupy a good position, a proud position, one that will afford you 
as much pleasure as you are ever likely to know, throughout your entire 
business career, and while the man who is constantly straining his credit 
to the utmost limits, and ever calling give! give! has it continued with 
doubt, if indeed it is not curtailed or stopped, yours will be increased, as 
your business requires its expansion, and that to the mutual advantage of 
your creditors and yourself.

When the crisis comes, and when men who have much at stake look over 
their assets, and as name after name passes under their eye, the question is 
not so much what a man has, but what he is; not what his means, but what 
his character. Is he truthful? Will he equivocate? Will his assets be found 
to be the property of this father-in-law, or of some creditor trumped up for 
the occasion? or will he be one who has nothing to hide, but will be found 
on that, as upon every other occasion, clear as the noon day?

This carefulness, while it will inspire you with fortitude, will lead you to 
avoid all speculations; will lead you to be satisfied that at nothing will you 
make so much, or do so well, as at your own business. A miner sometimes 
stumbles upon an immense nugget of gold, or one may find a diamond 
of enormous value; but that the value of either gold or diamonds are not 
affected by such occurrences, is good evidence that they are but accidental. 
So with speculation; one man in ten thousand, reckless enough to employ 
in some wild enterprise the means entrusted to him for his business, may 
come out safe; but where he does, more than one thousand will fail.

The young man who, in Wilmington, not long since, helped a feeble old 
man over a street-crossing, was engaged in active business; that act was but 
the outcropping of his own goodness of heart. Soon after he found himself 
very unexpectedly remembered in the old man’s will to the extent of Forty 
Thousand Dollars. He had already found his reward by contributing to 
the old man’s comfort; the legacy was an unexpected reward, though not 
a richer one than the other. But the young man who make it their busi-
ness to wait at street-crossings to help feeble old men over, that they may 
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be remembered by them in their wills to the extent of Forty Thousand 
Dollars, will have to wait a very long time — as they deserve to do.

This carefulness will lead you statedly to take your stock and balance your 
books. Which of us would feel safe with a captain who neglected taking his 
daily observations; nor with such a captain would we be surprised to find 
ourselves among the breakers. You may regard it as a safe rule that the man 
who does not take some method of periodically ascertaining his position, 
is not likely to make a successful business man. 

This carefulness will lead you judiciously and constantly to insure your 
property. It is simply amazing how many men are ruined by the neglect 
of this simple matter; not in terribly desolating fires merely, but in fires 
which happen throughout the year in our towns, villages and cross-roads. 
Men who obtain a credit should feel it to be a duty incumbent upon them 
to insure their property against loss by fire. This carefulness leads many 
to insure their lives. The husbanding of the means for the payment of the 
premiums is itself a discipline of the most healthy character to every begin-
ner, while the thought that he does this to promote the welfare of those he 
may leave behind him, and to make his creditors yet more safe, enables him 
with a lighter heart and a firmer purpose to push his business. 

This carefulness will make you cheerful. Many a man has failed in business 
through his manner; has been unconscious of the cause, and had no friend 
honest enough to tell him the truth. A man who has a monopoly of a com-
modity which people want, and must have, and which they can obtain only 
from him, may be as gruff, and uncouth and as surly as he pleases, without 
affecting his income. But where men have to deal in commodities the very 
same as hundreds of competitors have to offer, bought as well, held in 
quantities as large and qualities as good, they will go to the man whose 
face has the most sunshine and who serves them most pleasantly. And you 
cannot blame them. There are some men, and good men too, and honest 
men, yet they pass through life as though no pleasant sunbeam had ever 
shed its soft light across their countenance, and who have never learnt the 
important lesson, that true suavity of manner is an important element in a 
man’s business success.

A Rothschild or a Baring may assume a stiffness or an indifference of 
manner without injury to themselves, which would simply be fatal to any 
young man who had his business to make. To one of the Rothschilds a 
German prince brought letters of credit; he was shown into the inner room 
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of the famous banker, whom he found busy with a heap of papers. On his 
name being announced the banker nodded, offered his visitor a chair and 
went on with his work. The prince who felt that everything should give 
way to one of his rank and dignity, was not prepared for this treatment, 
and, standing, said, “Did you not hear, sir, who I am?” repeating his titles. 
“Oh! very well,” said Rothschild, “take two chairs then.”

Until you become a Rothschild or a Baring, a little more attention will be 
expected on the part of those who bring letters of credit to you; and you 
never will become either the one or the other, nor will you ever be pos-
sessed of the means or influence of many men found in grades far below 
such commercial giants, unless you impress your mind, not of a prince 
merely, but of your humblest patron (who may one day become a prince), 
that, in doing business with you, he confers as great a favour upon you 
as you can possibly confer upon him. Whatever a man’s position, it costs 
little to be courteous to all. The constant exercise of this quality will min-
ister immensely to his own happiness in passing through life, while it will 
greatly contribute to the happiness of others.

As soon as you can afford it (not before) get married. No companion can 
be so helpful to you in every respect as a good wife. No spot in this world 
should have such attractions for you as your own home, made comfortable 
by your own industry, and gladdened by the smiles of those who love you.

Young men should marry as early as circumstances will warrant, as one of 
the best means of saving them from numberless snares, and securing their 
happiness and prosperity. Marry in your own station; don’t wait until you 
have amassed a fortune, that you may look for the hand of some Nabob’s 
daughter, possibly to be refused; when the sympathies of youth no longer 
remain, and when such a marriage, even if practicable, could be but one of 
policy or convenience. You can always find among your own friends those 
quite as good as yourself, and whose sympathies and associations, being 
like your own, afford the best evidence that your life will be a happy one. 
It is as true to-day as it was when written by the wise man, that “Who so 
findeth a wife findeth a good thing.” — Prov. Xviii, 22.

Be enthusiastic. From the moment of your beginning, let your motto 
be forward! Be determined to be successful, or the probabilities are you 
will fail. Inspire every one about you, as far as that is possible, with your 
own earnestness, cheerfulness and truthfulness. Place every man in your 
employment in the position for which he is best fitted. Keep no drones 
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about you; have no unfaithful men about you; no eye-servants who, though 
making their bread from your business, are neither true to its interests nor 
to you.

Be the mainspring of your own business, the controlling and directing 
power which keeps the whole in constant and harmonious motion; impress 
every one around you that you are a thorough master of your own business, 
able to guide your vessel in the tempest as in the calm; that difficulties but 
inspire you with the greatest earnestness to achieve greater results.

Take an interest in every one in your employment; an interest in their 
comfort, welfare and happiness. Give them your confidence; don’t suffer 
faithful services to go unrewarded. In addition to what you promise to pay 
them, let them feel that they, as well as you, have a direct pecuniary interest 
in the development and extension of your business, and that the more they 
are able to make for you the more will they make for themselves.

Advertise your business. Better, however, a hundred times, never do so, 
than do it untruthfully. If it be true that not more than five men out of 
every hundred succeed, make up your mind to be one of them, if but one 
of that five, take the highest commercial position; try for it. Do not expect 
to escape without detractors. There never was a successful man, and there 
never will be, who had not and who will not have his enemies. The envious 
will look on and say, with apparent sincerity; that they hope this will not 
end in disaster, while nothing would give them more pleasure than your 
failure. There will be those who, while speaking fairly to your face, would 
damage your credit if they could. But there is a power in the really earnest, 
progressive man, which bears down the combined assaults of envious and 
spiteful men. Never mind them; go on. What though they call you mean, 
as perhaps they will; over-reaching and unprincipled, as possibly they may; 
go on, extend your business upon sound and honourable principles, and 
every hour you will increase the distance between yourself and your tra-
ducers; and as you go up, they will go down.

Keep wisely extending your business, making all you can; and, as you do so, 
giving all you can. Undertake nothing upon which you cannot ask God’s 
blessing; do not forget that it is His blessing alone which maketh rich, and 
addeth no sorrow; and do not forget that all who seek success without it — 
however large their business or numerous their friends — will find that, for 
all their toil and care, they have but gathered for this world and the next, 
“Sadly at last, nothing but leaves.”
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So conducting your business, you will have little to fear from the crisis; 
for although it is certain to bring ruin to thousands, it is almost equally 
certain to benefit you. The crisis either makes or mars a man. “The crisis of 
1837, which brought ruin upon so many thousands, made George Peabody. 
Three-fourths of all the banks in the United States fell with a terrible crash; 
thousands of prosperous traders were ruined; credit for the time paralyzed; 
American securities were worthless. Amid all this upheaving, Peabody 
stood firm. In the parlours of the Bank of England, where not a half-dozen 
men in the kingdom would have been listened to on American matters, his 
judgment commanded respect; his integrity won back confidence in the 
securities of his country. That day, so dark to so many, was the beginning of 
his greatness, placed him at once in the foremost rank of merchant princes, 
gave him unbounded credit, and ultimately a world-wide reputation; led to 
that splendid career familiar now to every school-boy, to the amassing of 
a princely fortune; to the founding of a noble charity, which finds homes 
for the poor of London without making them paupers—which ministers 
to their comfort without causing them to sink their independence; and 
whose name would have lived throughout all time, even without the statue 
erected at the Royal Exchange to perpetuate his memory. “Show me a man 
diligent in business, he will stand before kings and not before mean men.”

Do not be frightened of difficulties; do not let disasters overwhelm you. 

The history of the Allan Steamship Company is part of our country’s history. 
A Canadian line seemed not only a desirable undertaking, but one urgently 
demanded by the growing trade of the country. Such a line the Allan 
Company undertook, and gave it their name. Disaster seemed to attend all 
its early efforts; even and anon came the tidings of the loss of well-built 
ships, and not of ships only, but of brave men; and then came sadder stories 
still, where ships went down and none were left to tell the tale. 

Yet the Company went on; some predicted their failure, perhaps wished it; 
others said the subsidy ought to be withdrawn, and would have withdrawn 
it, if they could. Yet the Company went on. Ordinary men would not only 
have quailed before losses less overwhelming; but sank under them. Yet the 
Company went on; it was their crisis, and it made them; improved their 
steamships, their discipline and management; so perfected their entire sys-
tem, that their fleet of steamships to-day is as large, as safe and as skilfully 
managed as any line in the world; while the men themselves are living 
examples of what can be accomplished by the pluck that refuses to be 
daunted, and the energy which knows no tiring. Nor is it at all unlikely 
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that those of our Canadian youth, who exhibit like energy and produce 
like results, may be honoured with marks of royal favour such as those 
bestowed on the found of that Company, which not even the envious can 
grudge, and which all right thinking men will say have been well deserved.

Another illustration, and we have done. No disaster ever fell upon people, 
during the century, equal to that which fell upon the people of Chicago 
on the 9th of October of last year. Never did a people in any land rise 
above disaster with more commendable energy. The burned area extended 
over two thousand one hundred and twenty-four acres, or nearly three 
and half square miles; seventeen thousand four hundred and fifty build-
ings were destroyed; ninety-eight thousand five hundred people were ren-
dered homeless; two hundred and fifty perished in the flames; property 
amounted to six hundred and twenty million dollars was destroyed. 

To form some idea of the extent of this disaster you may fancy every build-
ing in this city swept away, and add to it another city of moderate size. 
Imagine every man, woman and child in Toronto, Hamilton and Kingston, 
and nearly three thousand more belonging to some other city, shivering 
beside the smouldering remains of their dwellings, the homes once not of 
comfort only, but of opulence; not homeless merely, but destitute of food, 
clothing and means. Imagine the entire wealth of this city swept away in 
a few hours by the devouring flames, then multiply that twenty fold, and 
you will have some idea of the desolation and ruin caused by that terrible 
conflagration. And then if you were told that that vast company, stripped 
of all earthly goods, rose up after that night of desolation with a calm set-
tled confidence, with an energy which appearing to be more than human, 
refused to be stilled, and which seemed to defy disaster even so appalling. 
If you were told that such men went forth, with glad trustful hearts, to 
begin anew life’s battle, full of life and full of hope, determined to make 
their cities of the future greater far than their cities of the past, the whole 
would appear to you but as some wild fairy tale which you would find it 
impossible to believe; yet all this the people of Chicago did.

Four weeks after the fire, and ere its smoke had fully cleared away, the 
Chicago Tribune had this article: “We are once more on our feet; we have 
not much to offer in the way of show, architecture, or plate glass. We do 
not wear good clothes, we are decidedly shabby; but we have within us an 
abundance of the same stuff that made the first Chicago a great city. Our 
credit in all the markets of the world is unimpaired; our geographical posi-
tion the same as it was before the fire; we have as many railways as before; 
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as many trains running on them, and all heavily laden; we have the money 
in hand to pay the interest on our city debt; to rebuild our burned bridges 
and our public offices; we have faith in God and a heart full of gratitude to 
the whole world for its timely assistance in the hour of our calamity, and 
now we start again to achieve honourable distinction among American 
cities, a trifle crippled, a little hurt, somewhat untidy in outward seeming; 
but still, with unconquered souls.”

That these were not boastful utterances but the language of men of calm, 
resolute, settled purpose, may be gathered from what has actually taken 
place. On the 18th of March, just five months after the desolating fire, the 
Chicago Tribune had this article:

“Animation, confidence, prosperity, were the characteristics of the week 
just closed. On every hand, in every channel of trade there was a glow of 
life which seemed to bid defiance to the disasters of the past. Even the 
ruins were all aglow with life, and in each and every block of the new 
Chicago, the merry ring of hammer and trowel kept time to the move-
ment of merchandize from buildings yet scarcely completed. To-day her 
trade is more expansive, her profits larger, her prospects brighter, than at 
any period of her history. The millions of property swept away in the fire 
are things of the past and almost forgotten, and ere the year is old, will, 
through the rapid strides of trade, be nearly or quite recovered.”

We might have called your attention to the history of those who became 
renowned as business men, whose characters pure, grand and lofty, might 
be presented to you as models in every way worthy of your imitation. We 
have chosen rather to call your attention to those principles which formed 
the foundation of their greatness. We have done this because the hum-
blest one in this assembly may adopt them; and, practising them, must be 
successful. There are none here who cannot be noble, virtuous, and true; 
none who need be either idle or slothful. Each one may be fired with a 
lofty ambition to improve his own condition and minister to the good of 
his fellows. Influenced by the principles which have made our great men 
great, you will be successful. Yours may not be a renown as great as that 
of Peabody. You may never have the large means or the large heart, or the 
large sphere of the great and good Henry Thornton, of whom Wilberforce 
said to Hannah More: “If you undertake the work of reclaiming and cloth-
ing the neglected, I will find the means, for I have a rich banker in London, 
Mr. H. Thornton, whom I cannot oblige so much as in drawing upon him 
for such purposes.” 
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But if your sphere should not be so large, you will find one ample enough 
for the profitable employment of your energies, and if your wealth should 
not be so great, you will have all you need for yourself and others. You 
cannot all be Wilberforces, or Thorntons or Peabodys, but you may all be 
successful.

Your future is before you, and it is for you to make it just what you please. 
In this Dominion you will find a field large enough to task your ability, 
with rewards abundant enough to recompense you for your toil. You can be 
the founder of your own business and of your own fortune. It may be yours 
to take many a brother by the hand in whom you find qualities worthy of 
encouragement, and help him to shape his future. It may be yours to stand 
by many a deserving business man in the hour of trial, who but for such 
assistance would be involved in ruin. Yours to roll away the reproach which 
unprincipled men bring upon trade. Yours to have made the world better 
for your having been in business, yours to leave behind you an imperishable 
memory, and to have your name inscribed upon that distinguished scroll 
of your country, upon which is written the names of its great, its good, and 
its successful men. And away down through the long future, in many of our 
Canadian homes as boys through the long winter evenings, gather around 
the cheerful hearth to hear the stories of those who from small beginnings, 
became great, and useful and good, the story of your own toils, and your 
own triumphs, will often be told; and pointing to your own honourable 
and prosperous, and it may be, distinguished career, the father will tell his 
boys that if they would be successful as you were, they must battle like you.

Summary thoughts  
(page references to original book):

Macdonald had a lot to say in his lecture. Below are some favourites plus 
a summary of his key points:

Wealth acquired through long years of honourable business life is an evi-
dence of success; and where with great wealth you find a great heart; and 
great enjoyment in the right use of means, you have the finest type of a 
successful business man. (p. 21)

He is a successful man who meets his obligations with promptness, and 
who for his business has a “rest” sufficient to meet all its contingencies; 
whose name stands high in the first commercial circles; whose judgment 
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and counsel is sought and respected, and whose whole course is above sus-
picion and worthy of imitation; whose business is ever in such a state that, 
if removed by death, enough will be found to discharge every obligation, 
and enough remain for those dependent upon him. He is the most success-
ful, who, in addition to the capital employed in his business, has means and 
time to do good with them; whose life, in the best sense, is a busy one; who 
makes money not only by his fellow-men, but for them; who enjoys life 
as he passes through it; who, though in business, is a busy man; is, in the 
best sense, a busy worker who is watchful to improve those opportunities 
where his means, influence and experience enable him to do most good. 
(pgs. 24-25)

Macdonald’s List of the Causes of Failure
1.  Incompetency
2.  Extravagance
3.  Intemperance
4.  Speculation
5.  Profanity and Breaking the Sabbath

Macdonald’s Conclusions about what Causes Success
Where the passion for a calling exists, you generally find the fitness for it; 
and where that fitness is wanting, it is the merest folly on the part of parents 
to urge their children to follow it. This pride on the part of parents, which 
leads them to fear that, if their boys go into business, they will rub against 
those of obscure birth, is something with which we have no patience, and 
can find no words to describe the contempt with which we regard it. It 
is time, not in this country alone, but everywhere, that the worth of men 
should be estimated, not so much by the accident of their birth, as by their 
character; time that it should be acknowledged that the son of a coal-
heaver has as much right to aim at the best positions in the land, as the son 
of a lord, and securing which against great odds, is fairly entitled to wear 
the honour he wins. No man, however high his birth, standing side by side 
with such a man should feel other than honoured, for —

 “Princes and lords are but the breath of kings: 
 ‘An honest man’s the noblest work of God.’ ” [p. 41] 
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The young man whose life is to be a business one, should begin its study 
early, prosecute it patiently, acquire it thoroughly. He should be at it not 
later than fifteen, and it will require all the application he is capable of giv-
ing it for the next ten years, to fit him for the responsible duties of a busi-
ness life; and away through the long years after, if he would be successful, 
he must be still learning. No young man ever succeeded who was afraid of 
work; no young man ever will. The less his time and thought are exercised 
about tight-fitting kid gloves, flashy jewellery, and that exquisite style of 
“getting-up” so essential to the very existence of some young men, the bet-
ter. The more ready he is to work, to work hard, and long, and willingly; the 
deeper interest he takes in the business welfare of his employer; the more 
he throws his energies into his work; the more he is influenced in all that 
he does from principle; the more likely is he to succeed. When you see one 
taking as deep a concern in all that pertains to the interest of his employer 
as though the business was his own; whose zeal behind his master’s back is 
the same unflagging, steady character as when he is present, you may safely 
mark him; for, find him where you will, you will find one in whose word 
you can confide, and upon whose honour you can rely. [41-42]

Send your boys out into the world, let them become familiar with its rough 
side. Let them make their own mark. Teach them to be noble, self-reliant 
and true. [p. 49]

Summary of Some of Macdonald’s Advice
Be careful of your expenditure.

Be careful of your time. 

Be careful of your companions.

Don’t engage in work that is hurtful.

Be careful of your character.

Love the truth. 

Be careful of the interest of your creditors.

Take stock and balance your books.

Judiciously and constantly insure your property/assets.
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This carefulness will make you cheerful… and minister immensely to your 
own happiness in passing through life, while it will greatly contribute 
to the happiness of others.

As soon as you can afford it (not before) get married.

Be enthusiastic.

Take an interest in every one in your employment; an interest in their 
comfort, welfare and happiness. 

Advertise your business. 

Keep wisely extending your business, making all you can; and, as you do 
so, giving all you can. 

Do not be frightened of difficulties; do not let disasters overwhelm you.
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appendix 6

Elements Necessary to the  
formation of business character322

by John Macdonald

A paper read at the British American Commercial College, Toronto, 
Friday, March 12th, 1886

I am going, at the commencement, to assume that among the many call-
ings open to one, in a young country like ours, you have selected a business, 
and that you are attending the various sessions of this college with a view 
of fitting yourself to that end. I am not going to inquire into the motives 
which led you to this conclusion.

Whether you are here simply because you have been influenced by some 
friend or relative, either with or against your own judgment; whether you 
are here because of some impression you may have had that business is the 
way to wealth and happiness; or whether you are here from an irresistible 
impulse which led you on, determined to achieve whatever there was for 
you to win; whatever be the motive, you are here. See to it that you derive 
profit, substantial profit, from this your first step, and this, it is well to 
remember, is happily very largely in your own hands. Assuming, then, that 
you have, after careful consideration, selected business as your calling, and 
that you have made up your mind to succeed, for that is the dream of most 
men, let me observe:

First — That in order that success may be secured certain conditions are 
absolutely necessary.

Second — That there are certain principles equally necessary to turn these 
conditions to the best account.
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95.  The cover of Macdonald’s short book on what it takes to be an excellent  
businessman. [ JM1]
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Perhaps you inquire, What do you mean by conditions? This I will explain 
by two figures. One would answer my purpose. I will, however, refer to 
both. Let me suppose, then, that I am going to set out an orchard, say ten 
or twenty acres, of standard trees. The soil requires not only to be good, 
but to be carefully prepared, drained, and sub-soiled; the stock should be 
of the best quality; the location should be advantageously situated for sun 
and shelter. These are the conditions.

Then there are certain principles which are needed to turn those conditions 
to best account, such as careful, and symmetrical planting; this includes 
proper distances, staking to secure beauty and symmetry; and, to secure 
fruitfulness as well as beauty, mulching, and careful and judicious pruning. 
These conditions neglected, and the result could not but be disappoint-
ing. These conditions observed, and the percentage of failure would be but 
infinitesimal.

Let me suppose that I am going to build a house. There are certain condi-
tions which are absolutely necessary:

First, The foundation. Who would think of building upon a sandy foun-
dation? Who would think of building upon a springy foundation? The most 
important condition connected with a building, then, is a sure foundation.

The next important matter is the character of the material; that must be 
such as will endure the strain which it is likely to be called upon to bear, 
and be such as will be adapted to the use to which it is intended to be put. 
Then there are principles needed to combine and harmonize the entire 
variety of material, making the superstructure upon this sure foundation 
beautiful, symmetrical, and commodious. And with due regard to these 
needed conditions, and with due application of these principles, it is hardly 
too much to say that failure would be simply impossible.

I have said these are conditions which are essential to success in business. 
These, in addition to a sound mind in a sound body, may be summed up 
in three words — time, place, and circumstances. No one, for example, 
would think of locating himself in a desert for the purpose of carrying on 
business.

He must be where there is a population; a population which needs what 
he has to sell; a population which can pay for what it buys. Time and cir-
cumstances, like location, imply so much that it would require greater time 
to treat of them than could be given in a brief paper such as this. In the 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   207 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[208] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

consideration of these the counsel of others would doubtless be helpful. 
But in these, as in so many other matters, nothing will help you so much as 
the exercise of your own common sense.

Then there are certain principles which are needed to be so applied to 
these conditions as to secure from them the best results, and turn them to 
the greatest possible advantage, and unless these be diligently applied the 
conditions, however favourable, are unavailing.

It is a common saying that the percentage of successful business men is not 
more than five per cent. Others with, I think, greater accuracy, claim that it 
is not higher than 2½ per cent. But it may be somewhat startling to affirm 
that it is possible to reverse these figures.

So that with the most favorable conditions, and the untiring application of 
sound business principles, the percentage of failure might not exceed 2½ 
per cent, while the percentage of success would necessarily be 97½ per cent. 
But you will readily take in all that this implies: without my going elabo-
rately into details, it implies, for example, that the supply ought in no case 
to exceed the demand; it implies in each the maximum amount of ability 
exerted under the most favorable conditions.

I am going to refer now to elements that are absolutely necessary to the 
formation of a business character, as forming the foundation upon which it 
must rest, and which, if lacking, will imperil the safety of the whole.

I am going to look into the remote past and see if I can find any axi-
oms whose force has been acknowledged and acted upon by the wise and 
thoughtful; and I am going to ask you to look with me and see whether 
or not we can discover that during the ages that have rolled on these have 
undergone any deteriorating change, and whether these axioms maintain 
the place in our day which they did in the past, and whether they are likely 
to remain unchanged in the future. The elements to which I would refer 
are two: —

The first: Truth.

The second: Honesty.

And the axioms which I find as having reference to these are: —

First. — Buy the truth and sell it not; and,

Second. — A false balance is abomination to the Lord.
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In presenting these axioms to you, as coming down to us through the ages, 
we ask, then, whether or not they have lost any of their significance? What 
constitutes, for example, the value of history? Its truth; and if that be lack-
ing it is of no value. The duty of a Court of Justice is to discover the truth. 
Hence, witnesses are sworn to declare the truth, the whole truth, and noth-
ing but the truth; and the force of this will be seen when we consider 
that reservation of a part of the truth may destroy the value of the whole, 
and forcibly illustrate the words of the poet, that “A lie that is half the 
truth is always the blackest of lies.” And this, in the forcible and figurative  
language to which I have referred, we are exhorted to buy, no matter what 
it costs us; and, having bought it, to sell it not.

And then there is the fact that a false balance is abomination to the Lord. 
What is meant by a false balance? Not the beam merely, which is so 
adjusted as always to place the customer at a disadvantage; but the selling 
a thing for what it is not — selling, for example, the adulterated for the 
genuine, taking advantage of the inexperience of the customer to secure 
one’s own profit.

All this has been declared to be abomination to the Lord. That was as it 
used to be. How is it to-day? It is the same to-day. Truth and honesty are 
the essential qualities in a bond between individuals, in a treaty between 
nations; truth and honesty afford the only real security in the multitude 
and ramified transactions of trade; truth and honesty are the barriers which 
guard the family against the encroachments of envy, of malice, of pride, of 
dissimulation, of every hurtful and hateful vice; truth and honesty are bul-
warks which protect the nation — more powerful far are they than those 
behind which are placed bristling cannon and armed men. In one word, 
they are the pillars upon which the whole fabric of society rests, and are as 
unalterable and as imperishable as is the nature of Him from whom they 
come. Buy the truth, then, and sell it not! And throughout your entire life 
remember that a false balance is abomination to the Lord.

I come now to consider the matter of thoroughness. What do I find in 
ancient records to throw light upon this aspect of the case? This I find: “A 
workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” Few men master all the details of 
their calling. Why, I cannot tell. They are lazy, perhaps — perhaps indif-
ferent; possibly they feel like leaving the matter to chance. Have we not 
illustrations of this every day? Why did that lawyer lost that case? Want of 
application and thorough mastery of it. Why did that physician lose that 
patient? He was weak in some essential element. The sense of this weak-
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ness paralyzed his action, and the patient slipped through his fingers. Why 
did that bridge fall, carrying death and destruction in its crash? The princi-
ples combining strength and safety were not perfectly applied throughout 
the structure, and the end was disastrous. Why did that merchant fail? He 
failed because he had never made himself familiar with the minute details 
of his business. I say minute, for only time, and the insignificant leak will 
cause the noblest vessel to founder; and the business leak which is consid-
ered too trifling to notice will, if not checked, wreck the strongest concern. 
Try, then, to be “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.” Obtain a 
thorough mastery of the details of your business.

I have touched upon Truth, Honesty and Thoroughness. I now come to 
touch upon Energy. And I look back and ask, What in the past can be 
gathered as speaking to us upon this subject? and I find this, which I think 
you will agree with me is at once striking and suggestive:

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.”

This, of course, is taken in connection with the principles of which we have 
been speaking. Whatsoever is true, whatsover is honest, do; but do it with 
your might. Throw your being into it; be in earnest. Whatsoever is worth 
doing, is worth doing well; do nothing by halves. And do not leave until 
tomorrow that which you can do, and that which you ought to do, to-day. 
Now observe: a man may be true; a man may be honest; he may perfectly 
understand his business; but these principles must be brought into active 
service, and presented with unfaltering energy.

If you think that business success is to be achieved by half-heartedness or 
by an energy which is put forward by fits and starts, you make a very great 
mistake. There is in business, as in everything else, no royal road to success. 
It is work, work — hard work.

It is at it, and always at it. The business world has no room for idlers! There 
is in it, as there is in all callings and professions, plenty of room at the top.

History abounds with instances where hard fought battles, which might 
have changed the map of a continent, have proved fruitless because of their 
not being followed up; where the entire advantage of the strongest party 
has been lost simply because it did not improve its opportunity, — not only 
lost its opportunity, but turned its victory into a defeat; so that the words of 
a great general might fittingly describe the situation: “Another such victory 
and we are undone.”
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How often does history point to the failure of important negotiations hav-
ing for their end the mutual benefit of nations; the advantages of reciprocal 
trade relations, with their assured maintenance of peace, lost through the 
weakness of ambassadors.

How often has the question been asked, Why did that man fail? He had 
health, character, means, a knowledge of his business — advantages which 
are so essential to success. Why, with these, did he fail? He did not rightly 
use them!

Look at fifty labourers working on some great work, and a keen-sighted 
man in five minutes will pick out the man who is going to occupy the 
position of foreman, and that perhaps before the sun goes down. Go into a 
warehouse, or into an office, and you will not be long there before you will 
pick out the man or the men who are of service to that office or warehouse; 
who are going to make their work felt; who are going to rise. What of the 
others? You will never hear of them. Nor will anyone else! Good qualities 
many of them may have had; but good qualities unused are like the tal-
ent tied up in a napkin — not only bringing in nothing to the owner, but, 
through the want of energy of him to whom it was entrusted, depriving the 
owner of his lawful interest.

It is not the men, mark you, with the brightest intellects who are always 
found among the ranks of the successful in any profession. It is the men 
who are plodding, whose attention is fixed upon the business of the 
moment, and who do it well. For while the one is too often appropriately 
likened to the hare — very active, but very erratic — the other is as appro-
priately likened to the tortoise — slow, but sure; slow, but persistent; slow, 
but bound to win; for, as you know, in the fable, in the long run the tortoise 
beat the hare.

Let me stop here to administer a word of caution: You are possibly saying, 
That is precisely the course I am going to adopt when I go into business 
for myself. That will depend! Depend upon what? you ask. Depend upon 
the manner in which you act in this college; depend upon the manner in 
which you acquit yourself here and now; depend upon the influence which 
these remarks, feeble and disjointed as they are, may have upon you. Taking 
these as a gauge, a keen observer will, out of any twenty whom I am now 
addressing, photograph the unsuccessful ones with an accuracy like that 
with which the skilled physician will diagnose the case of his patient, and 
in each instance the description will be true to life. Do not, I beg of you, 
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deceive yourself; if your weight is not thrown into the prosecution of your 
studies here it will never be thrown into anything which you may elect to 
follow. Should you fail, remember this warning; and, when too late to cor-
rect it, don’t blame the college. Be candid and you will say, I had none but 
myself to blame!

I look back again to that period from which we gather the axioms upon 
which we have been basing our remarks, and I ask whether anything is 
recorded characterizing results which follow the faithful working out of 
these principles? and I find this: “The hand of the diligent shall bear rule;” and 
I find this, “The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every 
one that is hasty only to want.”

Keep these thoughts before you for a moment. Here, then, are three 
thoughts most tersely put: “The diligent shall have plenty.” “The diligent 
shall rule.” “The thoughts of the hasty tend only to want.”

Plenty is a comparative term. What would be deemed plenty by one would 
be deemed want by another; but the plenteousness spoken of here is that 
which comes by a diligent attention to one’s business. Slowly, it may be, 
but certainly. An effect which follows its cause with as much certainty as 
night succeeds day in accordance with fixed laws. A plenteousness which 
is the reward of honest application, which one enjoys without having it 
grudged or envied.

And is this not so to-day? Who are the men in any of our cities who are 
the leaders of men? They are the diligent.

See those works rising up resembling a village in their extent, with the hun-
dreds of workmen to whom they give employment; look for the master mind 
under whom the whole has grown up, and you will find in him a diligent man.

It was said of the late Mr. Brassey that he had at one time in his employ-
ment and on his pay-roll as many men as there are in the British Army; 
and the men to-day who are ruling men, who are moulding opinion, who 
are giving direction to thought, are the diligent men. You will find it true 
to-day as it was when written — “The hand of the diligent shall bear rule.”

And what about the hasty man? Is it still true that his thoughts tend only 
to want? Still true!

There are some men whose policy is constantly to be adding a little. There 
are others who want to crowd the results which are ordinarily reached in 
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a lifetime into a month or a fortnight. The word hasty here is synonymous 
with our modern word speculating, and the result to-day, as it was then, 
may be summed up in one word — disastrous!

Be assured that unless there is diligence there cannot be prosperity. There 
is no matter of detail too insignificant to be overlooked. The smallest 
amounts steadily added to capital will in time amount to a sum that will 
simply astonish you. There is much force in the old proverb, “Take care of 
the penny and the pounds will take care of themselves.” Be assured, that if 
you want to have a competency as years increase, you must be careful and 
diligent when you are young.

A word or two, then, as to what is essential after you leave this college; and,

First — Be willing to begin at the bottom; do not think that when you have 
left this you know everything. If you have learned the secret of obtaining 
knowledge in your business, and the spirit which will make you an anxious 
and a willing learner, you have learnt that which will prove of inestimable 
value to you.

Second — Be patient. Impatience is the curse of thousands. Remember that 
Rome was not built in a day; that you do not find upon the tree at the same 
time the fragrant blossom and the ripened fruit; that success is a thing of 
slow growth; that in the world of mankind, as in the vegetable kingdom, 
that which is enduring is but of slow development; that whose growth is 
rapid, just as rapid is its decay. The young, for example, of lower animals 
begin to provide for themselves as soon as they begin to live. The young 
lambkin gambols in the sunlight of the same day which beheld its birth. 
The early spring-time witnesses the close of its brief life. Man, who by the 
strength of his own mind and his own will, lays bare unopened continents, 
changes the face of nature, takes the mightiest forces, which unbridled 
would scatter death and destruction everywhere, plays with them, and 
makes them subservient to the accomplishment of his purposes, to the 
development of science, to the good of the race; scans the heavens in quest 
of new worlds; brings up from the depths of the ocean mysteries which 
have been concealed for ages; reads hieroglyphics of the Egyptians, and 
makes antiquities familiar to the humblest minds; grapples with the most 
herculean difficulties, and surmounts them, and stops in the soaring of his 
intellect only at the Infinite, — man, who does all this, spends one-third of 
his being in preparing for his life-work, much of it in the utter helplessness 
of infancy, much of it in the comparative helplessness of youth, much of 
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it as you are doing now preparatory to your going out to battle with life.

On my own grounds there are oaks which twenty-five years ago looked as 
though they had been there a century or more. Every year they continue 
to add to their bulk and beauty, by the richness of their foliage and the 
gratefulness of their shade. Every year they give back to the soil, in their 
burdened foliage and abundance of acorns, more than they take away, thus 
adding fruitfulness to their many other qualities. Side by side with them 
are lofty poplars, planted by my own hand twenty-five years ago. For a 
dozen years they made annually as much growth as the oak would make in 
ten years. Then their height was equal to that which the oak had reached 
in a century. And what then? This, simply, that then they began to decay! 
The leafless branches presenting no beauty for the eye; the tree itself of 
no advantage to the soil — nay, a positive disadvantage, extracting by its 
greedy and hasty nature from its virtue, impoverishing and giving nothing 
back. Be an oak, not a poplar.

Be patient. Be assured that there is no royal road to success. It is to be 
achieved only by work — hard work — and in the exercise of a patience 
which is heroic. It was, I think, Lord Cairns who found clients come to 
him slowly after he had been called to the bar. Yet he had the good sense to 
be patient—the good sense to realize that success was not to be achieved in 
a day. He had his office hours, and these he faithfully kept.

Still clients failed to make an appearance. One Saturday he was urgently 
pressed to go with some companions on a pleasure excursion. He replied 
that he could not go in office hours. That day found his first client in his 
office. His steadiness of purpose was rewarded. That client led to success — 
to the beginning of a brilliant career; Had he listened to the persuasions of 
his friends his opportunity might have been lost, perhaps for ever.

Be patient. Do not begin to think after you have been in a concern for six 
months that you can run the establishment. Do not think after you have 
been a year in a house that you are greatly underpaid, and unless an impor-
tant change is made in your position that you will leave.

There is too much of that self-importance to be found in young men to-
day; too much of the importance which forebodes failure. You will leave, 
you say. Well, suppose you do. Who do you think would be the loser? The 
establishment, or you? Would the customers leave the house? Would the 
banker inform the proprietor that his bank account would have to be cur-
tailed? Or do you suppose the concern would collapse? Oh, no! It would 

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   214 16/05/11   9:17 PM



Elements Necessary to the Formation of Business Character [215]

go on, and the probability would be that you, like many others, would have 
abundant opportunity of realizing (perhaps when too late) that you had 
made a grand mistake. Do not be afraid that the ability you possess will 
not be recognized. If it is there it will shine out; it will make its effect; it 
will meet with its acknowledgment; it will produce its results; and it will 
meet with its reward.

The disappointment which is experienced by so large a class who find dif-
ficulty in securing the employment, and with it the success, for which they 
think their abilities eminently fit them, arises mainly from the fact that the 
ability of which they think themselves possessed is not discovered by oth-
ers, and too often is found to exist only in their own imagination.

Be patient. That physician whose last brilliant operation is the theme 
of admiration among professional men, was unknown for many years, 
unknown beyond his own immediate circle, until by patient industry he 
made his power felt. That lawyer who has won that most important case, 
and who has perfectly electrified all who have heard him by the subtlety 
of his reasoning, and his masterful handling of facts, has been a toiler for 
twenty years, for a great part of it comparatively unknown. That merchant 
whose operations reach away beyond his own continent, and whose opera-
tions are estimated by millions, was content to be a hard toiler for others 
for many years, and for many years toiled hard for himself, before his name 
and his power became felt. But in all these cases the ability was there, the 
strong common sense was there, the patient industry was there, and in the 
end they led to success.

Be patient. Oh, you say, that is all very well. I do not want to wait until I 
am an old man to become wealthy. I want to be wealthy now. Let me say 
to you, that the joy of the successful man lies in achieving success; and that 
he tastes of this every day and every hour, not when the structure is com-
pleted merely, but when it is being put together. Would you believe that the 
greatest calamity that could possibly happen to you would be to receive the 
announcement, say, to-day, that a sum of $10,000 had been left to you, and 
that you had merely to call and give the satisfactory acknowledgment and 
draw the amount. In such circumstances about one man in ten thousand 
would have common sense to save him from making a fool of himself. 
With the other nine thousand nine hundred and ninety-nine it would dis-
turb any plans of usefulness they had formed, it would dwarf their energies, 
it would damp their ambitions, it would blast their prospects.

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   215 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[216] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

Your own right arm, your own health, your own business training, your 
own determination, is capital to you vastly more valuable than any chance 
bequest. Use these diligently in achieving success, and when that crowns 
your efforts you will be able to realize that you have been the architect of 
your own fortune.

Be patient. You cannot all go into business; you cannot all be merchants. 
But you can all rise to positions of trust and responsibility. The man who 
occupies a confidential position in any house occupies a proud position, 
one preferred by many because it is in many respects freed from respon-
sibilities which attach themselves to large business obligations. Aim at 
such positions; for these your training in this college should eminently 
qualify you.

But one says, You have omitted speaking of the Bible as a business hand-
book. I have, and the omission has been intentional. I have chosen rather to 
present to you a series of statements founded upon certain axioms which I 
feel none could gainsay; which the sceptic and the scoffer and the agnostic 
would endorse; which the man who is bad enough to deny the existence 
of the Divine Being would readily assent to; which the man who says, 
I have no faith in the Bible, but in these statements you have presented 
I have. They constitute my platform; Truth, Honesty, Thoroughness, and 
Diligence; these I commend.

Where did you get them from? he inquires. I got them from the Bible! 
Every word, just as presented to you, is from the Word of God. And now, 
having made that statement to you, let me add that if you are hoping for 
success from any standpoint other than that which the Bible teaches, give 
it up at once. Do not waste your time, for you will not succeed.

If you want to pass unscathed through the dangers which beset the path 
of the young man; if you want to go about your duty free from the allure-
ments of the destroyer; if you want to bring into your daily life a tempera-
ment that will enable you to enjoy with continual zest all the blessings of 
life; if you want to take the highest place in your profession and to make it 
not only a means of employment but a means of enjoyment; if you want to 
secure and retain the confidence and esteem of your fellows; if you want to 
make the very best of health and wealth and life; if you want to know all 
that is implied in an honoured and in a happy old age; if, in one word, you 
want to make the best and the very best of both worlds, read your Bible. 
Not read it only, but make it the man of your counsel. Then, come what will 
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— if the experience of the ages is of any value; if the testimony of the best 
men living, as well as the testimony of the great and good who have passed 
away, be of any value — nothing can hinder you, nothing will hinder you, 
from being prosperous, contented and happy.

Honesty
Good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over. — 

Luke vi. 38.

Get wisdom, get understanding. — Prov. iv. 5.

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; the fear of the Lord pro-
longeth days. — Prov. x. 27.

A false balance is abomination to the Lord, but a just weight is His delight. 
— Prov. x. 1.

The integrity of the upright shall guide them. — Prov. xi. 3.

Divers weights and divers measures, both of them are alike abominations 
to the Lord, — Prov. xx. 20.

It is naught, it is naught saith the buyer; but when he is gone his way then 
he boasteth, — Prov. xx. 14.

Truth
Buy the truth and sell it not; also wisdom, and instruction, and under-

standing. — Prov. xxiii. 23.

Temperance
He that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man; he that loveth wine and oil 

shall not be rich. — Prov. xxi. 17.

Energy
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might. — Eccles. ix. 10.
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Thoroughness
A workman that needeth not to be ashamed. — 2 Tim. ii. 15.

Diligence
The hand of the diligent maketh rich. — Prov. ix. 10.

The soul of the sluggard desireth and hath nothing; but the soul of the 
diligent shall be made fat.— Prov. xiii. 4.

Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord. — Rom. xii. 11.

The slothful man saith, There is a lion without, I shall be slain in the streets. 
— Prov. xxii. 13.

The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenteousness; but of every one 
that is hasty only to want. — Prov. xxi. 5.

Be patient.

Be willing to begin at the bottom.

It is a calamity to make money until one understands its use.

All cannot get into business.
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appendix 7

1899 Macdonald & Co.  
jubilee catalogue (excerpts)

“ Celebrating 50 years of the  
company’s existence.”323

96.  An illustration from the book highlighting the arched windows of the ware-
house which could just as easily be arched windows in a church. [ JMJ]
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97. The logo of Macdonald & Co. [ JMJ]

The 282-page book celebrating the anniversary 1849–1899 lists the follow-
ing contents:

Linen, Staples (e.g., Flannelettes, Denims, Cottons, blankets), 
Silks and Dress Goods, Hosiery, Haberdashery, Men’s Furnishing 
(clothes), Woolen, Carpets and House Furnishings.

It dedicates the catalogue: “To our customers and our employees 
in this Jubilee Souvenir and Spring Catalogue, 1899 dedicated with 
best wishes of The Firm.”

Introduction (verbatim)
IN this year of our Lord, 1899, our Firm will celebrate its Fiftieth 
Anniversary of doing business in this city. It is not our intention to do so 
by the blast of trumpets, neither have we any slaves to set free, nor alien-
ated lands to revert to their former owners, but only to present you with 
a souvenir of an epitomized compendium of our inception, progress and 
success, with illustrations; added to this the photographs of a few of our 
true and tried employees, men who are held in high esteem by us, and we 
hope by every one with whom they do business, also items of interest with 
our spring Catalogue for 1899 — all of which we hope you will kindly 
accept.
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JOHN MACDONALD & CO.
Toronto.

History presented (pages xi-xvi — verbatim)
WHAT WE WERE AND WHAT WE ARE

 It is a remarkable fact that the foundations of the greatest dynasties of 
the world, and discoveries in art, science and religion were laid in small 
beginnings.

 On September 27th, 1849, John Macdonald & Co. opened their store 
door to the public for a share of their patronage. The store at that time was 
designated the Large 103, it was situated on Yonge Street, west side, second 
door south of Richmond Street.

 The late Honourable Senator John Macdonald was sole owner — his 
stock was staple and fancy dry goods, which amounted to about two thou-
sand dollars. His assistants were a young man of considerable experience, 
and a youth between thirteen and fourteen years of age. The first year busi-
ness was retailing, and so successful, that the following year wholesaling 
was entered into to some extent. This venture also proving profitable, the 
firm decided on going into wholesaling exclusively, which we did in the 
year 1853, by moving from the Large 103, Yonge Street to Wellington Street, 
and as business was still increasing, more space and better accommoda-
tion was demanded, so, in the year 1862 the premises which with enlarge-
ments and improvements are still occupied, were built, and are among the 
most handsome, convenient and commodious in Canada. The warehouses 
extend right through a block from street to street, having their main 
entrance on Wellington Street, and the shipping and receiving entrances 
on Front Street. They are six stories high and the floors on each story are 
parallel throughout the warehouses. The semi-basement or ground floor 
is occupied by our Letter Order, Entering and Shipping Departments. 
The first floor by the Linen and Staple Department and General Offices. 
The second floor by the Woolens and Tailors’ Trimmings Department and 
Mr. Macdonald’s private office. The third floor, by the Silks, Dress Goods, 
Muslins, Laces, Hosiery and Glove Department. The fourth by the Men’s 
Furnishings, Haberdashery and Fancy Goods Department. The fifth by 
the Carpet and Housefurnishings Department.
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The operations on each floor are so systematized that the goods shown 
thereon are as much a specialty with us as if situated in different parts 
of the city, each having a buyer and an assistant buyer, who are thorough 
experts in the requirements of the trade and the markets of the world, in 
their respective departments.

 On the 4th of February, 1890, the founder of our firm passed from this 
world of time and sense to the great future of eternal reality; having an 
earnest desire that the business he had built, to such proportions, on the 
solid foundation of integrity, should increase and be continued in the firm 
name of John Macdonald & Co.

 Three years and four months before the late Mr. Macdonald’s death 
he admitted his eldest son, Mr. John Macdonald, the present head of the 
firm into partnership, and immediately upon the death of his father, his 
brother, Mr. James Fraser Macdonald, was admitted a partner, it being the 
expressed wish of the late Senator. On December 1, 1895, we admitted our 
brothers, Mr. Duncan M. Macdonald and Mr. Arthur N. Macdonald, the 
firm name still remaining John Macdonald & Co.

 The memorable year 1890, the first year of the firm under its new head, 
made us feel keenly the tremendous responsibility of our position. We at once 
decided to pursue business success along the lines which had already been 
marked out so plainly for us, Integrity and Honor. This year of 1890, although 
commencing in gloom, ended in the brightness of successful business. The 
years 1891, 1892 and 1893 were also successful, but 1894, 1895 and 1896 were 
very discouraging. Capital, ability in financing, fidelity of our employees and 
the confidence of our customers, enable us to weather the storm of business 
depression that covered, we may say, the whole world during those years, and 
left much wreck and ruin in its track. With the dawn of 1897 the clouds of com-
mercial gloom gradually disappeared, and as the year advanced the sunshine of 
prosperity commenced to spread its rays over the business horizon. Farmers, 
who are the bone and sinew of our country, harvested bountiful crops, and 
reaped satisfactory returns for their labour. Capitalists invested their money 
more freely. Mechanics and labourers procured employment with greater ease, 
hence a great circulation of money in the business world. The results from this 
year’s business were more encouraging than for many years. We are glad that 
the year 1898 has brought us a greater increase in business than we expected. 
In this our Jubilee Year 1899, we are looking forward with still greater hope, 
expecting, to exceed considerably the volume of business ever done during a 
single year in the history of our firm.

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   222 16/05/11   9:17 PM



1899 Macdonald & Co. Jubilee Catalogue [223]

Biographical Notes
Without egotism, but with a desire to satisfy those of our customers who 
would like to know more of the personnel of our firm, we mention a few 
biographical notes:

 Mr. John Macdonald (bachelor) born at Oaklands, November 4, 1863. 
Educated at Upper Canada College, he entered the warehouse (of which 
he is now the head) August 11, 1880 [at the age of 17]. Received into part-
nership June 1st, 1887. In politics, a Liberal, and in religion, a Methodist.

 Mr. James Fraser Macdonald (married) born at Oaklands November 
2nd, 1865. Educated at Upper Canada College, he entered the warehouses 
(of which he is now a senior partner) February 5, 1890 [a day after his 
father’s death]. In politics, Independent, and in religion, a Presbyterian.

 Mr. Duncan Macgregor Macdonald (bachelor) born June 6th, 1873. 
Educated at Upper Canada College, he entered the warehouses (of which 
he is now a partner) October 5th, 1891; was received into partnership 
December 1st, 1895. In politics, Independent, and in religion, a Methodist.

 Mr. Arthur Nimmo Macdonald (bachelor) born at Oaklands, October 
6, 1874. Received into partnership in the firm December 1st, 1895, but is not 
an active member.

[It includes photos of three of the brothers involved daily in the company.]

98. Jack at age 36. [ JMJ]
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99. James at age 34. [ JMJ] 100. Duncan at age 26. [ JMJ]

Our Jubilee Year
Having commenced our Jubilee Year and looking back to the 27th 
September, 1849, when John Macdonald & Co. opened the door of the 
Large 103, Yonge Street, for public patronage, with its limited capital and 
a staff of a man and a boy, and comparing it with our present position, in 
the largest and most commodious warehouses in the Dominion of Canada, 
and our army of managers, buyers, travelers, salesmen, shippers and receiv-
ers, we must confess to an honest pride in our unequalled success as mer-
chants in the city of Toronto. We are the only Wholesale Dry Goods Firm 
let, of those who commenced the race with us towards success in this city. 
We are thankful for the support received and confidence placed in us by 
our customers and above everything else to an All-wise Providence in 
whom we have ever trusted. Some of us may be permitted to see a century 
of our firm’s success; if so our great desire is that it may grow as steadily 
from strength to strength in the future as it has in the past, and that those 
who may then be at the helm of affairs may have the same confidence in 
the unseen guiding hand as their predecessors.

The catalogue then lists, describes and includes photos of long-term 
employees. There were 15 who had worked for more than 5 years, 35 for 
more than 10 years, 22 over 15 years and a few over 20, 25, and 30 years.
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The bulk of the book is an actual catalogue which family historians will 
find helpful to understanding the relative costs of things. For example:

Hair Pins 37½ cent to $1.20 per dozen

Plain were 8 cents per dozen

Full dress shirts for men sizes 14 to 17 ½ were $9 per dozen (p 150)

Fancy flannel shirts were $6.50 per dozen (p 150)

Smoking Jackets $3.75 to $6.00 per dozen (p 151)

Men’s blue denim overalls $4 to $8 per dozen.

Men’s Tweed Pants were $9 to $13.50 per dozen (p 151)

Men’s Covert Coat $3.25 (p 160)

Ladies’ Rubber Navy Cloth coat $4.00 (p 162)

A 12 ft x 15 t Axminster Floor Carpet was $45 (p 206)

The brothers also 
included some photos 
of the warehouse inside 
and out.

101.  The warehouse as it 
looked in 1899. Note 
the addition of a top 
floor from previous 
photos and the large 
sign promoting the 
warehouse. [ JMJ]
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102-103. Macdonald’s warehouse was noted for it largest  
and complete selection of goods. [ JMJ]
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104. The brothers even included a photo of Oaklands from that era. [ JMJ]

NOTE: It is interesting to see what is included and excluded from their 
brief history. No mention is made throughout the catalogue of either 
Paul Campbell, a long-time employee and then partner in the firm when 
Senator Macdonald died, nor of the senator’s brother, Sandy, who worked 
for the firm for many years. 

It is also helpful to note that John Kidston Macdonald took over the 
family firm on his father’s death at the young age of 27 and James Fraser 
Macdonald was only 25. It would not take a great deal of imagination to 
guess at their difficulties taking over a firm with employees and buyers 
who had much more life and work experiences than these two young lads. 
Looking at their brief bios, they highlight their differences in politics and 
religion which is interesting. Only James was married at the time of the 
jubilee, nine years after his father died.
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61 Johnston, p 87.
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ing the debates about the long-term consequences of creating a country 
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County of York, 25 March 1890.

126 Assessment Rolls for Toronto 1860-1890.

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   240 16/05/11   9:17 PM



Endnotes [241]

127 Conversation with John Macdonald (grandson).
128 Bryce’s New Index Map of Toronto. Toronto: Office of the Minister of 

Agriculture, 1888.
129 Johnston, p 106.
130 Johnston, p 110.
131 G. Mercer Adam, p 162.
132 The Globe, May 4, 1889, p 10.
133 The Globe. 30 August 1867, p 2.
134 Robertson, pp 110-112.
135 It is also the oldest bank building still in existence in Canada. Margaret and 

Merilyn McKelvey. (1984). Toronto Carved in Stone, p 12.
136 Patricia McHugh. (1989). Toronto Architecture: A City Guide, p 29.
137 deT. Glazebrook, p 109.
138 deT. Glazebrook, p109.
139 Careless, pp 243-244.
140 C. Mercer Adam, p 195.
141 Ross Victor . (1922). The History of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, volume 2 

of 3. Toronto: Oxford University Press, p 75.
142 D.C. Master. (1947). The Rise of Toronto 1850-1890). Toronto: University of 

Toronto Press, p 70.
143 Goheen, pp 55 and 76. By Macdonald’s death in 1890, Toronto’s population 

was 144,033 or nearly triple that of 1870. Now 64.7% of Torontonians were 
born in Canada with another 34% from the United Kingdom. By 1890, 32% 
of Torontonians were Anglican, 22.6% Methodists, 19% Presbyterians, 15% 
Roman Catholic and 11.4% were of other denominations.

144 Michael Bliss. (1974). A Living Profit: Studies in the Social History of Canadian 
Business 1883-1911. Toronto: McClelland & Stewart Ltd, p 11. Also O.J. 
Firestone. (1958). “Canada’s Economic Development 1867-1953” in Income 
and Wealth Series VII.

145 Edward J. Chambers. (August 3, 1964). “Late Nineteenth Century Business 
Cycles in Canada” in Canadian Journal of Economics and Political Science.

146 Edward J. Chambers & G. Bertram. (1964). “Location of manufacturing 
activity in Central Canada 1870-1890” in a paper on regional statistical 
studies.

147 Goheen, p 229.
148 Bliss, Canadian Millionaire, p 3 footnote.
 NB: These figures on page 58 will be used as the base for comparative sums 

for the remainder of this book.
149 The Board’s composition changed to include three Ontario Government 

representatives, one Board of Trade representative, the Mayor and a sub-

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   241 16/05/11   9:17 PM



[242] SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD

scriber’s representative.
150 Clarke, pp 72-73.
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Day, Ash Wednesday (Feb. 22); Good Friday (April 7); Easter Monday; 
Queen’s Birth Day; Christmas Day. In Quebec there were more including 
above: Epiphany; Annunciation; Ascension; Corpus Christi; St. Peter’s; St. 
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178 Johnston, pp145-146.
179 William Howland, Samuel Blake, George Allan, Casmir Gzowski (Church 

of England); William McMaster (Baptist); J.W. Langmuir (Presbyterian). 
[Splane, p 18.]

180 Bliss writes in 1978: Across the country wealthy and devout Methodist laymen, 
like James Morrow of Halifax, Robert Wilkes and John Macdonald of Toronto, 
gave the largest subscriptions and laid the cornerstones for Gothic stone temples to 
replace the wooden meeting-house as the symbol of Methodism, (p 12)

181 For example, the Beeton Methodist Church, dedicated by Macdonald 
on May 24, 1878 as told to this author on Oct 13, 2010 by Father Edward 
Jackman. Other churches included Sherbourne Methodist Church (now St. 
Luke’s United) at corner of Sherbourne and Carlton in Toronto; Teston 
Church in modern day Maple (part of Vaughan north of Toronto); a church 
in the Chatham area of south-western Ontario (1871) 23 miles from the 
train station, Yong Street Methodist Church in 1876 where Macdonald was 
an original steward of the Quarterly Board, and the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in Uxbridge on July 21, 1888. The trowel for the Uxbridge Church is 
in possession of John Barrie of Uxbridge.
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185 de Volpi, pp 83-84.
186 Rev. William Morley Punshon was sent to Canada in 1867 by the British 

Wesleyan Conference as President of the Canadian Conference. He was 
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Ontario speaking at various churches in order to help them pay off their 
debts. In a five-year period he gave approximately 1,000 such speeches. He 
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wife’s sister — a practice not allowed in Britain. [ J. Warren Caldwell, “The 
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the Bulletin, 1967), p 14.]
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188 Judith St. John, p 52.
189 The Globe, 5 April 1873.
190 Sissons, p 147.
191 Caldwell, p 3.
192 Johnston, p 155.
193 Caldwell, pp 13, 14.
194 Caldwell, p 7.
195 Yonge Street Methodist Church — Minutes of Trustees Meetings, 4 August 

1876-18 October, 1892. On January 6, 1890 the Minutes note that “The Board 
heard with deep sorrow on the sore affliction of our beloved brother the 
Hon. John Macdonald and the pastor Rev. J.V. Smith was commissioned 
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J.V. Smith referred to the loss which had been sustained in the death of 
Hon. John Macdonald who had been associated with the church from its 
inception.” John Kidston Macdonald assumed his father’s stewardship by a 
motion approved by the Board. (p 55).

196 Johnston, p 148.
197 Johnston, p 290.
198 Macdonald hired servants mostly of North Irish background like his coach-

man, Brady, according to his grandson John R. Macdonald (interview April 
1979).

199 Johnston, p 292.
200 Johnston, p 280.

MacdonaldINT-Final.indd   244 16/05/11   9:17 PM



Endnotes [245]

201 Sample of Charitable donations listed on inside cover of his 1883 in very 
rough handwriting:
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Wexford Church $125. Montreal College $120, Prisoners Aide $100, Orphans 
Home $100, Boys Home $500, French Canadian Institute $100.

202 Conversation with Mrs. Winnifred Higgins.
203 Johnston, p 284.
204 Conversation with William Lytle.
205 Conversation with William Lytle.
206 Conversation with Mrs. Winnifred Higgins.
207 Conversation with John Macdonald.
208 David A. McKillop in correspondence with his daughter Dawneen 

McKillop on his grandmother “ETHEL ALBERTA McKILLOP (nee - 
Macdonald), July 30, 1871- July 20, 1955.

209 Conversation with Mrs. Winnifred Higgins.
210 Johnston, p 173.
211 Donald Jones, p H14.
212 Lucy Booth Martyn, p 15.
213 Conversation with William Lytle.
214 A.A. was the 2nd Classical Master from 1891-92. He had been a student from 

1879-86 and Head Boy in 1886. [Files of Nick Godfrey of a page from a book 
on Upper Canada College with a List of Principals and Masters, p 57. No 
other citation given.]

215 Conversations with John Barrie and John Macdonald.
216 Johnston, p 173.
217 John Macdonald, “The Wounded Grey Bird,” in Johnston, pp 235-236.
218 Robertson, p 194-195.
219 Johnston, p 194-195; Bliss, Dictionary of Canadian Biography, p 551.
220 The Globe, 5 February 1980, p 8 feature.
221 Johnston, p 195.
222 The Toronto City Directory for 1890.
223 Johnston, pp 125-127.
224 They wrote: “We, the undersigned, the majority of whom have been for 

many years in your employment, desire to express to you our grateful sense 
of the unvarying kindness, liberality and consideration experienced by us at 
your hands, from our first entry into your establishment to the present time. 
When it was decided to organize within the warehouse a Mutual Benefit 
Society, the movement met with your kind and cordial approval, and most 
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substantial pecuniary support, giving us thereby fresh proof of the deep 
interest our employer takes in all that concerns the permanent well-being 
and happiness of his employees. Nor can we omit to mention here the hand-
some donation distributed among those who shared in the labour of moving 
the goods, on the occasion of the accident during the erection of the new 
building, an accident which by the merciful Providence of God, was not 
attended with loss of life or bodily injury of any of us. In conclusion, let us 
add that our earnest hope and prayer is, that you may be long spared to see 
the return of many happy Christmas seasons, and to control and direct in 
the new warehouse the business which has grown under your wise, liberal 
and kindly government, to be second to none in the Dominion of Canada. 
Johnston, p 127.

225 Johnston, p 127.
226 Robertson, pp 110-112.
227 These two daughters were most helpful in raising the younger Macdonald 

children. [conversation with John Macdonald.]
228 MacNab, p 67.
229 Masters, p172.
230 In Toronto that meant that city leaders were often called upon to help raise 

funds for various social causes. The four main protestant church support-
ers who also supported social causes were: Church of England – William 
Holland, Samuel Blake, George Allan and Casmir Gzowski; Baptist – 
William McMaster; Presbyterian – J.W. Langmuir and Methodist – John 
Macdonald. Splane concluded that Macdonald was the leading Methodist 
leader in his community. Splane Social Welfare in Ontario, p 18.

231 Splane, p 280-281.
232 John Richmond and Bruce West, Around Toronto, p 82.
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235 Johnston, p 280.
236 Johnston, p 298.
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239 Conversation with William Lytle.
240 Johnston, p 296.
241 Thanksgiving Day in Canada has been a holiday on the second Monday 

of October since 1957. Currently, in Canada, Thanksgiving is celebrated on 
the second Monday of October and in the United States, it is celebrated 
on the fourth Thursday of November. Thanksgiving in Canada falls on the 
same day as Columbus Day in the United States. The reason for the ear-
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lier Thanksgiving celebrations in Canada has often been attributed to the 
earlier onset of winter in the north, thus ending the harvest season earlier. 
Thanksgiving in Canada did not have a fixed date until the late 19th century. 
Prior to Canadian confederation, many of the individual colonial governors 
of the Canadian provinces had declared their own days of Thanksgiving. 
The first official Canadian Thanksgiving occurred on April 15, 1872 when the 
nation was celebrating the Prince of Wales’ recovery from a serious illness. 
By the end 19th Century, Thanksgiving Day was normally celebrated on 
November 6. However, when World War I ended, the Armistice Day holi-
day were usually held during the same week. To prevent the two holidays 
from clashing with one another, in 1957 the Canadian Parliament proclaimed 
Thanksgiving to be observed on its present date on the second Monday of 
October. [Kaufman, Jason Andrew “The origins of Canadian and American 
political differences” Harvard University Press, 2009, p 29]

242 Sir Henry Charles Keith Petty-Fitzmaurice, 5th Marquees of Lansdowne, 
6th Earl of Kerry was Governor General from 1883 to 1888. “The Marquees 
of Lansdowne departed Canada with a true appreciation of the beauty of 
the wilderness and an equal appreciation of the diversity of Canadian soci-
ety. He was considered a very able Governor General, and gave his wife, 
Lady Maud Evelyn Lansdowne, a great deal of the credit for his success 
in Canada. One of her happiest and most successful endeavours while at 
Rideau Hall was a party she threw for 400 Sunday School children. Lady 
Lansdowne was decorated with the Order of Victoria and Albert and the 
Imperial Order of the Crown of India.” http://archive.gg.ca/gg/fgg/bios/01/
lansdowne_e.asp accessed Jan 10 2011
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247 Canadian Methodist Magazine, January-June 1890, p 276.
248 Johnston, p 253.
249 This Exhibition was attended by 5,550,745 people and made a profit of 34,643 

Pounds Sterling during a six month showing on a 13-acre site. The profits 
were used to set up the Imperial Institute in London. [ John Allwood, The 
Great Exhibitors, p 181.]

250 Johnston, pp 262-263.
251 Johnston, p 264.
252 Sissons, pp 179-180.
253 Sissons, pages 179-180. Previously when financial difficulties had threatened 
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to block the formation of a theological department in Cobourg, Macdonald 
contributed $2,000. [Sissons, pp 139-140.]

254 The Globe, 5 February 1890, p 8 feature.
255 Splane, p 252.
256 Splane, p 266.
257 W. Stewart Wallace, The MacMillan Directory of Canadian Biography, p 335.
258 Johnston, pp 178-183.
259 Canada: Senate Debates 6 February 1890, p 39.
260 Macdonald’s trip to Newfoundland and Labrador was recorded in a series of 

15 articles entitled “Newfoundland and Labrador, From Toronto to the oldest 
British Colony” published by the Globe from August 16 to September 6, 1888 
and available online at: http://staff.library.mun.ca/~ebrowne/macdonald/
macdtest2.htm accessed January 6, 2011.

261 Ibid.
262 http://staff.library.mun.ca/~ebrowne/macdonald/Macwholegood2.pdf#

page-48 accesses February 22, 2011.
263 Heritage Newfoundland and Labrador, http://www.heritage.nf.ca/law/rela-

tions_1870.html accessed February 22, 2011.
264 Evening Mercury September 20, 1888 p. 4, c.1-2, The Hon. John Macdonald’s 

Letters on Newfoundland accessed on February 22, 2011 at: http://staff.
library.mun.ca/~ebrowne/macdonald/Maccommentary.pdf . 

265 Jesuits were compensated for land taken after the conquest. They received 
$160,000 while Laval University received $140,000, Various Roman Catholic 
dioceses $100,000 and Protestant higher education, $60,000. Canadian 
Encyclopedia Online, accessed February 19, 2011: http://www.thecanadi-
anencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm-TCE&Params=a1ARTa0009238 

266 The New York Times, March 16, 1889 accessed January 15, 2011 at http://query.
nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=F50D13FB3D5F15738DDDAF099
4DB405B8984F0D3

267 Johnston, p176.
268 Johnston, p 141.
269 The Globe, 16 May 1885, p 4.
270 Assessment Rolls for St. Lawrence Ward, 1870, 1880, 1890.
271 Johnston, p 128.
272 Paul Campbell had begun as a bookkeeper twenty years earlier and was an 

avid sportsman (rugby player). When the career mixed too much with the 
sport, Macdonald suggested he pick between the two. The choice of career 
was never regretted by Mr. Campbell. [Hugh Johnson.]

273 G. Mercer Adam, p 161.
274 Johnston, p 128.
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275 In the Toronto City Directory for 1890, there were 24 listings for wholesalers 
of which there were five large firms: Brock W.R. & Co.; Gordon, Mackay 
and Co.; Macdonald John & Co.; Stark Charles Co.; and Wyld, Grasett 
& Darling. There were 122 retail stores at the same time. [The Toronto City 
Directory, 1890, p 1410.] After the 1930s depression, Gordon, Mackay and 
Company bought out the Macdonald firm as John Kidston had died in 1926. 
The warehouse was rented during the depression by the Toronto Welfare 
Department to house homeless men.

276 The Globe, 16 May 1885, p4.
277 Assessment Rolls for St. Lawrence Ward, 1870, 1890.
278 Assessment Rolls for St. Lawrence Ward, 1870, 1890.
279 The Globe, 2 November 1889.
280 The Globe, 2 November 1889.
281 The Globe, 2 November 1889.
282 Johnston, p 284. From the King James version accessed March 1, 2011: http://

www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Chronicles+29&version=KJV
 15 For we are strangers before thee, and sojourners, as were all our fathers: 

our days on the earth are as a shadow, and there is none abiding.
 16 O LORD our God, all this store that we have prepared to build thee a 

house for thine holy name cometh of thine hand, and is all thine own.
  17 I know also, my God, that thou triest the heart, and hast pleasure in 

uprightness. As for me, in the uprightness of mine heart I have willingly 
offered all these things: and now have I seen with joy thy people, which 
are present here, to offer willingly unto thee.

 18 O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers, keep this for 
ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and 
prepare their heart unto thee.

283 The Old Testament, St. James version.
284 The Globe, 21 December 1889, p 3.
285 The Globe, 21 December 1889, p 3.
286 Johnston, p 305.
287 Johnston, p 305 and The Globe, 5 February 1890, p 1.
288 Johnston, pp 237-238. George Moore was an English merchant and philan-

thropist whose watchword was also duty. “First he knew duty to God, but, 
outside of that, or rather part of that, he knew his duty to man. His prosper-
ity in life was not due to himself, therefore, he must share with the neglected 
poor, orphans, sick and destitute.” [Samuel Smiles, George Moore, p 378.]

289 Necropolis Burial Records at the Necropolis Cemetery, Toronto.
290 Macdonald put the same quote on the tombstone of his grandparents 

Macdonald in Scotland.
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291 The Globe, 7 February 1890, p 6.
292 Yonge Street United Church — Minutes of Trustees Meeting 6 January 

1890, 14 February 1890.
293 The Globe, editorial, 5 February 1890, p 4.
294 Mercer G Adam, p 67.
295 John Macdonald, “Business Success...,” pp 22-23.
296 Conversation with Rosemary Hogue, Students Awards Department, 

University of Toronto, 1979. John Macdonald Scholarship for Philosophy 
valued at $125 (half annual income from fund) accessed on March 1, 2011 at: 
http://www.uc.utoronto.ca/content/view/213/1269/ for a second-year stu-
dent with an overall grade average of A and has taken at least two full course 
equivalents in philosophy.

297 the Will of Senator Macdonald.
298 Goheen, p 66 lists 2,109 establishments and about 144,033 people with a 

total value of articles produced at $42,489,352 in 1890. This was more than 3 
times as much as in 1870 when the total value was $13,686,093 and more than 
twice as much as in 1880 ($19,100,116). Toronto was growing at a phenom-
enal rate.

299 Splane, p 192.
300 G. Mercer Adams, p 43. Adams also noted that the mill rate between 1879-

1889 reduced from 17½ to 14½ still leading to a city tax base increase from 
$900,000 to $2,000,000. 

301 Johnston, p 317.
302 Conversations with John Barrie and John Macdonald.
303 Johnston, p 293.
304 South Loch Ness Heritage Group as accessed on January 18, 2011 at: http://

southlochnessheritage.co.uk/index26.html.
305 The gravestone has the following inscriptions:

On the north side of the monument are the words:
In loving remembrance of
JOHN MACDONALD
Senator of the Dominion Canada
Born Perth, Scotland
December 27th, 1824
Died at Oaklands Toronto
February 4, 1890
My Daughter
AMY HARVARD MACDONALD
Born October 26 1853
Died February 18, 1885
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On the west side of his monument are the words:
In Loving Remembrance 
Of
MY WIFE
ELIZABETH HAMILTON MACDONALD
Born 26th April 1832
Died 13Th January 1856
MY DAUGHTER
JESSIE ELIZA MACDONALD
Born 11th Jan 1852
Died 7th August 1856
MY FATHER
John Macdonald
Born 1799
Died 15th Oct 1866
Blessed are the dead who die in the Faith

 [NOTE: Macdonald put the last sentence on the grave marker of his grand-
parents in Scotland.]

 On the south side of his monument are the words:
ANNIE E. MACDONALD
Widow of
SENATOR JOHN MACDONALD
Born in [ Jan or Feb] 28th 1833
Died April 13th, 1909
JOHN MACDONALD
Eldest son of
HON. JOHN MACDONALD
1863-1926

Interred in the plot are:
Eliza Macdonald aged 23, January 13, 1856 [first wife]
Jessie Macdonald aged 4½, August 7, 1856 [first child]
John Macdonald aged 68, October 13, 1866 [father of the Senator] 
Margaret S. Melrose aged 96, November 19, 1875 
Amy Macdonald aged 32, February 13, 1885
John Macdonald aged 55, February 4, 1890
Lucy Alcorn 94-11 months, July 4, 1897 [mother-in-law of the Senator]
Samuel Alcorn aged 93, June 12, 1900 (father-in-law of the Senator] – 
removed to here from St. James Cemetery
Annie Elizabeth Macdonald aged 76, April 13, 1909 [second wife]
James Ramsey Macdonald aged 24, December 25, 1923
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John Kidston Macdonald aged 63, December 15, 1926
Howard Greene Barrie aged 69, August 19, 1942
Arthur Nimmo Macdonald aged 73, December 15, 1947
James Fraser Macdonald aged 84, September 30, 1950
Sarah St. Clair Macdonald, May 25, 1951
Winifred Julia Barrie aged 85, 1955
George Fraser Macdonald aged 31, August 27, 1956
George G. Macdonald aged 80, December 30, 1973
Edith Macdonald aged 80, November 27, 1980
Margot Barrie aged 80, April 27, 1989
Olive Margaret Barrie aged 76, April 27, 1989
Helen Winnifred Lewis aged 91, September 14, 1990

306 In a 1979 interview Mrs. Winnifred Higgins, granddaughter of the Senator 
and daughter of John Kidston Macdonald said that Mrs. Macdonald moved 
out of Oaklands at some point. Her son John Kidston had bought a house 
for her on Farnham close to Oaklands but she wouldn’t live there so he lived 
there instead. He bought another house on Belmoral for her. She had a cook 
with a parrot that the grandchildren remember best from their visits there.

307 Of Macdonald’s 10 children by his second wife, none were born in the win-
ter season. Three were born in the spring and summer and another four in 
the fall. Macdonald’s first daughter who died in childhood was, however, 
born in January.

308 Sir James Alexander Grant was the personal physician to the first 8 gov-
ernors general of Canada (1867-1905). From the Canadian Encyclopedia 
Online, accessed February 19, 2011. 

309 City of Toronto Assessment Roll Ward No 3, Div #1, 1927. In the same role, 
Arthur Nimmo Macdonald is recorded as receiving $4,981. Under his occu-
pation is written “Gentleman.”

310 In an interview in 1979, Mrs. Routledge said that Fraser drank to excess. Her 
own father, John Kidston, would invite visiting clearymen to lunch (as had 
his father) and one of them stole the collection from the church. Her father 
did not entertain at home. As a student at UCC in downtown Toronto, he 
walked to school and he didn’t enjoy riding horses. Her aunt Ethel was the 
most fun and eloped rather than deal with her mother’s dislike of her fiancé. 

311 Additional genealogical information from Ethel Alberta’s great grand-
daughter Dawneen McKillop and her father David Archibald McKillop, 
email exchanges 2011].

312 Mrs. A.A. Macdonald (daughter-in-law of Duncan Macdonald) said in a 
1979 interview which “Uncle Arthur was somewhat nuts.” He had his hair 
cut to 1/8 inch long. He had a ranch in Medicine Hat. He was a lieutenant 
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in WW I. He wouldn’t leave his troops laying in the grass and was dismissed 
for it. He would travel to England to attend Wimbledon and horse races. 
He wore what were called “potato sack suits.”

313 Will probated by Macdonald’s wife and two sons: John Kidston Macdonald 
and James Fraser Macdonald on March 25, 1890. Available through the 
Archives of Ontario: RG 22-305 B130360 Last Will and Testament of 
Senator John Macdonald 7789. Document signed by the Senator on 
December 20, 1889, just a few months before his death.

314 Oaklands began to be parceled off in 1904 when the City of Toronto 
bought 4½ acres at the southeast corner of the property for $13,320 to make 
Cottingham Square Park. 

315 C.M. Godfrey in his article in the Academy of Medicine Bulletin writes that 
Macdonald gave the initial impetus to create a teaching hospital at the 
University of Toronto. He wanted it named after his daughter Amy but 
agreed to the name Park Hospital. Land was leased for 999 years along 
College Street but a dispute in the Legislature and amongst U of T faculty 
would have increased the cost too much for the university so the plan was 
scrapped. A basic sciences building was built instead, pp 213-214.

316 Bliss, Dictionary of Canadian Biography, p 552.
317 Although most family members called A.A. Macdonald “Prant” or “Uncle 

Prant” his wife called him “Kim” according to Bill Lytle in our conversation 
in 1979.

318 Bill, in a 1979 interview, described how he lived with his grandfather A.A. 
Macdonald at his summer home on Balsam Lake. Bill’s father died when 
Bill was nine years old so his summers with his grandfather working with 
the cattle and dogs were very special. A.A. Macdonald had worked at Upper 
Canada College and moved up to Balsam Lake for health reasons. He was 
the only Macdonald son not involved in the Macdonald warehouses.

319 Eric Arthur, p 144.
320 Malcolm Francis Aylesworth Lindsay was RCMP Commissioner from 

August 15, 1967 to September 30, 1969. From RCMP website accessed 
February 19, 2011: http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/hist/comms-lst-eng.htm

321 John Macdonald’s grandson, John Macdonald recounted in a 1979 interview 
that Uncle Sandy (the Senator’s brother Alexander) worked for the company 
all his adult life along with Macdonald’s half-brothers and a sister. They may 
have been mentioned in Macdonald’s journals but not in any of the public 
addresses or memorials to family members (e.g., their grandparents grave-
stone in Scotland nor their mother’s stain glass window in Ireland).

322 By John Macdonald. A Paper read at the British American Commercial 
College, Toronto, Friday, March 12th, 1886. Entered, according to the Act 
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of the Parliament of Canada, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-six, by ‘WILLIAM BRIGGS, in the Office of the Minister of 
Agriculture at Ottawa. 

323  Accessed February 26, 2011 at: http://www.archive.org/stream/cihm_01373 
#page/13/mode/2up
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48th Highlander Regiment, 30, 237
50th anniversary, 220
93rd Sutherland Highland Regiment, 

5, 6, 30, 31, 135, 136, 234
Abbott, J.J.C., 12
Aberdeen, 5, 114
aboriginal artifacts, 149
Abyssinia, 172
Adelaide Street, 56, 57
Adelaide Street Wesleyan  

Church, 67, 68
academic, viii, 11
Active Service Canteen, 159
advertising (ads), 53, 63, 182, 197,  

204, 240
Aikens, Dr. W.T., 106
Alaska, 105, 106, 141
Albany, 137
alcohol/alcoholic, 26, 76, 163
Alcorn, Annie Elizabeth (2nd wife; 

1833-1909): see Macdonald, Annie 
Elizabeth nee Alcorn 28, 114, 138

Alcorn, Lucy Norris (2nd mother-in-
law; 1807-1900), 29, 72, 144, 251

Alcorn, Samuel (2nd father-in-law; 
1807-1900), 29, 72, 114, 144, 146, 
251

Alcorn Avenue, 146

Aldon Apollo, 149
Alexander, William, 57
Allan Steamship, 198
America, 46, 47, 49, 90, 93, 100, 102, 

103, 105, 106, 135, 145, 169, 198, 
200, 229, 230 247

American attack on Canada, 47
Amy Macdonald Relief Fund, 110, 

129
Annotto Bay, 137
Apprenticeship, v, 11, 12
arc lights, 140
archeologist, 149
architecture, 26, 163, 199, 216, 229, 

235, 241
Ashbridges Bay, 138
Assembly, 46, 48, 49, 231, 239, 240
asylum, 98
athlete, 77
athletic field, 46
Auld Lange Syne, 16, 136
Avenue Road, 31, 35, 145, 146, 152, 

154
Baldwin Estate, 34, 165 
Ballantyne, Mr., 94
bank(er), 28, 34, 46, 51, 56, 57, 58, 59, 

67, 134, 147, 148, 164, 170, 171, 
175, 176, 177, 181, 189, 192, 193, 

index
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196, 198, 200, 214, 230, 236,  
241, 242,

Bank of England, 198
 Governor, 148
Bank of Montreal, 57, 67
Bank of Upper Canada, 46, 56, 57
Banting Institute, 156
Barbados, 6, 135
Baring Family, 195, 196
Barrie, Howard Greene, 118, 252
Barrie, John, ix, 119, 152, 156, 165, 

232, 243, 245, 250
Barrie, Margot, 119, 252
Barrie, Winsome, 119
Bathurst Street, 154
battle, 168, 170, 184, 190, 199, 201, 

210, 214
Battle of Britain, 159
Battle of the Plains of  

Abraham, 138
Bay Street Academy, 11, 16, 136
BC – British Columbia, 69, 116, 119, 

138, 139, 141, 242
Beecher, Henry Ward, 182
beer, 6, 76, 156
begin at the bottom, 213, 218
Belfast, 7, 136
Bell, John, 12
Benvenuto, 145
Berczy Park, 52
Bible, 2, 6, 14, 16, 22, 23, 42, 63, 75, 

93, 102, 110, 145, 165, 216, 231, 
243, 245, 249

Biography, 1, 2, 3, 16, 68, 123, 143, 
149, 156, 185, 223, 228, 229, 230, 
236, 243 245, 248, 253

birds, 78, 79, 245
birth, 5, 15, 23, 24, 57, 63, 72, 73, 93, 

96, 114, 165, 175, 186, 187, 202, 
213, 242

bishop, 68
Bishop Strachan School, 158
Black Angus, 156
Blake, Samuel H., 24, 243, 246
Bliss, Michael, 1, 23, 228, 234, 237, 

241, 242, 243, 245, 253
Bloor, Joseph, 13
Bloor Street Church, 140, 238
Board of Trade, 25, 26, 51, 59,  

141, 241
Board of Trustees, 59, 65, 68, 99, 130, 

139, 140, 232, 244, 250
Bogel, D., 160
Bollans, Barbara Greene, 116
Bollans, Cathie, 116
Bollans, Frank, 116
Bollans, Ron, 116
book collection, 16, 22, 35, 40, 75, 

125, 127, 141
Booth, General, 76, 98, 141
Boston, 137, 153
Bowes and Hall, 20
boxing, 152
boy, 5, 6, 7, 11, 17, 20, 46, 64, 65, 74, 

78, 93, 147, 148, 155, 162, 164, 
174, 175, 185, 186, 190, 198, 201, 
202, 203, 235

Boyd, John, 11
boyhood (see childhood)
Brady (Senator’s coachman), 33, 70, 

78, 146, 163, 244
Bristol, 156
Bristol, Joy 122, 156
Britain, 26, 47, 49, 53, 69, 90. 92, 100, 

102, 106, 137, 159, 181
British American Commercial 

College, 205, 253
British Conquest, 102
British Guyana, 141
British North America, 23, 230
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British North America Act (BNA 
Act), 90

British Women’s Army, 155
Brock’s Monument, 34
bronchial, 16, 137, 147
Bronfee, 160
Brothers of the Christian Schools, 46
Brown, George, 2, 58, 88, 108, 163, 

228, 234
Brown Banking House 
Brown School, 158
Budgett, Samuel, 185
Buick, 155
buffalo, 105, 137
Buffet, Warren, 174
buyer, 53, 103, 189, 222, 224, 227
Byron, 19
C. & J. Macdonald, 12
Calgary, 119, 152, 157
Calgary Gospel Mission, 119
calling, professional, 167, 168, 170, 

174, 179, 186, 188, 202, 205,  
209, 210

Cameron, Dr. Grassett, 106
Campbell, Paul, 103, 127, 129, 131, 

227, 237, 248
Canada, 2, 7, 9, 12, 19, 24, 28, 30, 31, 

32, 46, 48, 51, 56, 57, 58, 59 60, 
63, 65, 69, 70, 88, 90, 98, 100, 101, 
102, 103, 106, 113, 136, 137, 138, 
139, 140, 141, 144, 147, 169, 179, 
187, 198, 199, 201, 221, 224, 241, 
242, 244, 246, 247, 250, 252

Canada West, 46, 49
Canadian Bank of Commerce, 34, 

57, 230, 241
Canadian Methodist Magazine, 16, 

231, 236, 242, 243, 247
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR), 

105

Canterbury, 6, 135
Cantrell, Coline Thomas, 115
Cantrell, Deborah Joan, 115
Cantrell, James Andrew, 115
Cantrell, Lucie, vii, ix, 45, 46, 112, 

116, 142, 159, 160, 232, 238, 239
Carnegie, Andrew, 174
Casa Loma, 34
Cathright, Dunc, 160
Cattle, 5, 22, 134, 142, 147, 148,  

149, 253
cemetery, vii, 9, 108, 109, 112, 114, 

116, 118, 119, 137, 154, 158, 164, 
232, 249, 251

Central Methodist Church, 110
Central Toronto Riding, 80
Chair, 59, 99, 140, 245
chancellor, 11, 108
chapel, 75, 238
character, v, 1, 2, 6, 7, 11, 63, 78, 105, 

163, 173, 174, 179, 183, 185, 186, 
187, 189, 190, 192, 193, 194, 195, 
200, 202, 203, 205, 207, 208, 211, 
212, 237 

charity 2, 12, 22, 47, 64, 69, 90, 96, 
98, 103, 119, 123, 145, 184, 198, 
245

  20% of income, 12, 22, 103
Charity Aid Act, 90
Charlottetown Conference, 138
Chelsea, 182 
chess, 2, 74, 163, 234 
chestnut trees, 154
Chicago, 46, 63, 65, 72, 73, 105, 139, 

141, 184, 199, 200, 235, 243
 Tribune, 199, 200
Chief Justice of Ontario, 56
Child Protection Act, 99
childhood, v, 5, 6, 7, 62, 174, 252
china, 78
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China, 118, 142, 146, 152
cholera, 7, 136, 137, 138, 172 
Christ Church, Deer Park, 155
Christian Temperance Mission, 76
city hall, 136, 51, 67
City Road Chapel, 92
Civil War (American), 138, 139
Clarendon apartments, 152
clean, 146, 158, 182, 238
coins, 139
credit(or), 13, 20, 22, 27, 47, 63, 64, 

126, 127, 128, 131, 132, 134, 138, 
169, 171, 173, 175, 179, 180, 181, 
182, 183, 189, 190, 193, 194, 195, 
196, 197, 198, 199, 203, 247

Christ, 7, 65, 92, 155, 242
Christian, 1, 22, 24, 60, 62, 98, 102, 

106
 Conference, 102
 Termperance, 76
Christianity, 64, 76, 109
Christmas, 88, 91, 92, 98, 106, 117, 

140, 150, 242, 246
church, vii, ix, 1, 2, 7, 9, 12, 14, 15, 26, 

28, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 72, 74, 
92, 96, 98, 105, 108, 110, 130, 136, 
139, 140, 145, 155, 158, 163, 170, 
183, 186, 219, 228, 230, 231, 232, 
234, 235, 236, 237, 240, 243, 244, 
245, 246, 250, 252

Church St, 65, 67, 235
Church of St. Anne Shandon, 7, 9, 

136, 235
circuit (preaching), 15, 16, 23, 69, 

182, 237, 238
classics, 11, 93, 245
coalition government, 48
coats of arms, 35, 39, 
Cobourg, 48, 99, 240, 248
Coffin Block, 13, 33, 51, 52, 135, 138

College Avenue, 31
College St, 47, 253
colony(ies), 7, 98, 100, 141, 247, 248
Colonial & Indian Exhibition, 98
Commerce (ship), 19, 137
commerce, 19, 25, 47, 110, 166, 167, 

183, 184
commercial, 13, 19, 20, 26, 46, 57, 88, 

91, 109, 167, 170, 174, 176, 178, 
181, 182, 183, 187, 196, 197, 201, 
222

 ties with foreign lands, 47
 ties with West Indies, 19, 100, 141
Commonwealth Air Training Plan, 

159
concubines, 19
Confederation, 2, 24, 48, 49, 54, 56, 

57, 116, 138, 139, 143, 230, 234, 
240, 247

conference, 65, 66, 69, 70, 92, 99, 
102, 137, 138, 139, 140, 231, 235, 
244

Conservative Party, 46, 48, 56, 102, 
139, 141

conversion, 1, 2, 11, 14, 15, 59
Cork, 7, 136, 164, 235
corporal, 5, 135
Cottingham Street, 31, 33, 76, 116, 

253
courthouse, 14
Cox, Samuel, 106
crime, 91
Crimean War, 31, 137, 172
crisis, 27, 79, 173, 174, 183, 193, 194, 

198 
Crooks, Mr, 56
cross-country running, 78
Crown Lands, 31
Culture, 19, 60
Cunard, 172, 173, 174
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currency:
 Canadian dollars, 12, 48, 53, 69, 

73, 110, 125, 126-130, 138, 176, 
177, 191, 193, 194, 195, 199

 Sterling, 20, 22, 52, 247
Custer’s Last Stand, 105
Customers, 12, 23, 148, 181, 209, 

214, 220, 222, 224
 ‘customer first,’ 53, 63, 138, 223
Dalhousie College, 11, 136
Dancing, 76, 159, 239
Daventy Barracks, 6, 136
Danvers, 174
daughter, 22, 27, 46, 72, 73, 76, 92, 

103, 106, 116, 122, 130, 147, 149, 
154, 155, 156, 158, 160, 161, 165, 
190, 196, 232, 233, 237, 245, 246, 
250, 251, 252, 253

Davis, 105
De La Salle College, vii, 36, 40, 45, 

57, 145, 238
death, iii, 2, 6, 7, 15, 16, 26, 27, 49, 

72. 95, 96, 102, 106, 110, 114, 116, 
123, 125, 128, 129, 131, 137, 144, 
152, 159, 160, 163, 178, 181, 191, 
202, 210, 213, 222, 223, 227, 241, 
244, 253

debates (political), 46, 47, 48, 49, 56, 
99, 105, 138, 231, 234, 239, 240, 
248

dedication service, 60, 67, 69, 139, 
141, 243

department store, 142, 154
departmental system, 53, 102, 103, 

188, 221, 222
depression, 16, 27
 economic
 1857-1859, 28, 57 
 1894-1896, 222
 1930s, 163, 249

 personal, 16, 27
Detroit, 65, 151
Dewart, Rev. Dr, 96
Dickens, Charles, 13, 136
Dickinson, Peter, 145
diligence, 22, 176, 192, 198, 208, 212, 

213, 216, 218
disaster, 26, 63, 72, 73, 98, 170, 171, 

179, 182, 183, 189, 197, 198, 199, 
200, 204, 243

discipline, 5, 6, 74, 188, 195, 198
 self-discipline, 62
 whipping, 162
“Dish,” 33
Dominica, 6, 135
Dominion, 1, 56, 58, 100, 101, 102, 

167, 169, 181, 201, 224, 246, 250
Dominion Evangelical Alliance, 102
Don Valley, 109
Donald Clan, chieftan, 35
Dorion, A, 49
drinking, 76, 151, 156, 163, 181
druggist, 16
dry goods, 20, 24, 26, 53, 64, 145. 

174, 221, 224
Dublin, 7, 29, 136, 138
Dufferin House, 76
Duke, 6, 
Duke of Wellington, 135
duty, 2, 31, 53, 56, 60, 102, 193, 195, 

209, 216, 249
Eagle Pass, 141
Eaton, Timothy, 24, 64, 142, 146, 

154, 163
ecclesiastical bodies, 66
economy, 13, 56, 58, 62, 64, 103, 140, 

229, 231, 239
Ecumenical Conference, 92, 140
Eglinton Theatre, 153
Egyptians, 213
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election, 46, 48, 56, 57, 80, 88, 89, 
139, 140

electricity, 140
Ellis, Mrs, 185
Elliot, William, 57
Elmsley, John, 31
Elstree, 156
employees, 53, 57, 88, 90, 102, 110, 

123, 129, 130, 140, 141, 162, 176, 
185, 220, 222, 224, 227, 237, 246

encouragement, 16, 64, 93, 201
energy, 16, 29, 73, 127, 162, 163, 181, 

198, 199, 210, 211, 217
England, 13, 24, 48, 62, 65, 69, 121, 

148, 149, 155, 156 174, 175, 181, 
182, 198, 236, 243, 246, 253

English, 16, 48, 69, 88, 93. 148, 152, 
184, 233, 249

entertainment. 76, 252
Erie Canal, 135
estate, 33, 34, 46, 116, 125, 126, 128, 

129, 130, 131, 132, 134, 149, 151, 
239

Esterhazy, 145 
Europe, 19, 53, 90, 92, 103, 136, 140
Evening Mercury, 101, 248
Evening Telegram, 56
Ewart, John, 14, 229, 235
executive, 25
executor/executrix, 125, 128, 132, 

133
export, 26, 
F., Miss, 160
failure, 57, 62, 167, 169, 170, 171, 

176, 179, 180, 183, 189, 193, 197, 
198, 202, 207, 208, 211, 214

faith, iii, 5, 14, 15, 16, 23, 27, 28, 91, 
100, 101, 109, 110, 146, 170, 184, 
197, 200, 212, 214, 216, 251

famine, 19, 136, 184

farm, 5, 24, 46, 113, 134, 149, 154, 
156, 179, 222

Farr, John (brewery), 13
father, 2, 5, 6, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 

29, 46, 49, 51, 53, 65, 70, 74, 75, 
76, 92, 93, 96, 109, 110, 116, 118, 
135, 136, 137, 139, 144, 146, 148, 
162, 164, 174, 186, 190, 192, 194, 
201, 222, 223, 227, 233, 240, 243, 
244, 249, 251, 252, 253

father-in-law, 148, 194, 251
Fenian Raid, 139
Filby, James, 149
finance, 24, 57, 59, 88
Fireman’s Hall, 14
fireplace, 78, 146
fish market, 13
Flatiron, 51, 52
Fleming, Sanford, 17, 137, 140
Forest Hill, 152
Forster, John Wycliffe Lowes, 28
Fort Custer, 105
Fort York, 11, 47, 159
Foster, John, 105
Foyers Cemetery, 112, 164
Fran’s Restaurant, 153
Fraser, James, 6, 26, 93, 103
Fraser, Jessie (Senator’s paternal 

grandmother), 6, 112, 113, 164
Fraser, Lucy, 118
Fraser, Norman Phillip, 118
Fraser, Simon, 118
Fraser, Susan, 118
French, 68, 88, 147, 158
French Canadians, 48, 245
French Gothic, 68
Friendship, 23, 94, 192, 236
Front St, 13, 31, 33, 50, 88, 91, 125, 

140, 145, 221
Galbraith, Lieutenant, 105
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Galt, A. T., 56, 138
 Galt Tariff, 138
Gananoque, 12, 136, 235
garden parties, 76
Gare Loch in the Frith Clyde, 188
Gates, Bill, 174
Gearing, Joseph, 68
General Christian Conference, 102
George Street Methodist Church, 14
Gerard Street, 31, 56, 57, 237
German, 76, 147, 195
Germany, 93, 147, 150, 159
Gesner, Dr. Abraham, 137
girl, 6, 27, 72, 74, 145, 149, 154, 156, 

158, 159, 239
Glasgow, 26, 27
God, iii, 9, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19, 27, 28, 

31, 63, 69, 92, 105, 106, 108, 144, 
152, 162, 163, 168, 187, 197, 200, 
202, 216, 243, 246, 249

Godfrey, Nicolas William, vii, ix, 112, 
118, 232, 233, 245

Godfrey William Harry, 118, 159
gold, 155, 175, 176, 177, 183, 184, 

190, 194, 239
Good, James, 106
Gooderham, William, 13, 23, 24, 51, 

52, 106, 236 
Governor General, 60, 96, 139, 247
granddaughter, vii, ix, 46, 94, 142, 

160, 232, 233, 252
grandfather, 143, 146, 149, 151, 152, 

159, 164, 253
grandmother, 6, 74, 117, 146, 149, 

160, 164, 233, 238, 245
grandson, ix, 72, 113, 142, 143, 162, 

233, 234, 241, 244, 253
Grandpa Cooch, 147
Grand Trunk Railway, 12, 27, 117, 

138

Grant, Alan, 115
Grant, Aline, 116
Grant, Bruce Alexander, 115
Grant, Murray Athol, 116
Grant, Annie Corriemony (Nan), 

115
Grant, Helen Lucie, 115, 116
Grant, Dr. James Alexander, vii, 115, 

141, 160, 252
grave, 109, 114, 116, 137, 172, 180, 

250, 251, 253
Greek, 147
Green, Anson, 68
Greenfields, Dr, 183
Greenock, 159
grief/loss. 10, 19, 27, 160, 193, 244
Guadaloup, 130
Guelph, 59, 98, 139, 151
Gwendoline, Mable, 122
Gymnasium, 60
Halifax, 11, 19, 115, 136, 137, 243
Hamilton, 24, 99, 199
Hamilton, Alexander, 22
Hamilton, Eliza (1st wife; 1832-

1856): see Macdonald, Eliza nee 
Hamilton, 

happy, 17, 22, 31, 62, 64, 70, 88, 100, 
138, 150, 172, 177, 180, 181, 185, 
186, 189, 196, 197, 204, 205, 216, 
217, 246, 247

harbour, 24, 25, 138, 184
Harrison, R.A, 56
Harvard, Rev, 16
Hay, Robert, 24, 140
Head boy, 147, 245
Heath St, 154
Hemming, Andrew Keene, 115
Hemming, Lucie Ann, 115
Hereford cattle, 148, 149
heroism, 31, 47, 214, 240
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hieroglyphics, 213
Higgins, Winifred, 165, 232, 237, 

245, 252
high school, 147
High School Board, 99
Highlander, 5, 30, 33, 237
Highlands, 5, 6, 33, 144, 162, 228, 

229, 234, 237
history, ii, vii, viii, ix, 1, 7, 16, 24, 60, 

61, 64, 111, 143, 149, 159, 170, 
183, 184, 185, 188, 198, 200, 209, 
210, 211, 221, 222, 227, 228, 229, 
230, 231, 232, 234, 235, 236, 237, 
239, 240, 241

Holland, Eliza, 234
Holland, John, 23
Holland, William, 246
Holland Marsh, 157
Hollywood, 115
Hollywood Theatre, 153
Home for Incurables, 110, 129
homes:
 First: Yonge Street home (see 

“Large 103”)
 Second: George St, 31, 237
 Third: (see Oaklands)
Home of Rest, 76
Homewood, 151
honesty, 1, 30, 56, 60, 70, 100, 105, 

110, 170, 171, 176, 178, 180, 183, 
187, 195, 202, 208, 209, 210, 212, 
216, 217

horseman, 76, 92, 105
hospital, vii, 1, 47, 48, 53, 59, 76, 90, 

96, 97, 98, 110, 115, 118, 129, 130, 
136, 138, 139, 140, 151, 152, 153, 
228, 234, 239, 245, 247, 253

House of Commons, 80, 105
Houston, Susan, 231, 235
Howard, George, 14

Howland, H.S, 57
Howland, W.H, 99, 243
Humane Society of Toronto, 99
Hungersford, Sarah St. Clair (Clare), 

116
husband, 28, 118, 119, 146, 180, 190, 

191, 195, 235
Hush your noise, sir! 5, 144
illegitimate children, 19
illness, 2, 72,  140, 247
Illustrated London News, 18
immigrant, i, iii, 1, 10, 136, 140
imports, 20, 26, 53, 78, 90, 93, 103, 

149, 182
industrial schools, 90, 98, 99
Industrial School Association of 

Toronto, 99
industrialization, 58, 90
industrious, 5, 19
industry, 58, 110, 127, 181, 196, 215, 

231
inheritance, 123, 162, 163, 174, 175, 

192
Inspector of Ontario, 90
Institute of the Brothers of the 

Christian Schools, 46
insurance, 27, 63, 125, 126, 134, 138, 

195, 203
insurrection, 7
intemperance, 62, 181, 202
International Harvester, 46, 145
inventory, 20, 22, 28, 63, 88, 129, 132, 

134, 137, 138, 148, 149, 158, 181, 
182, 195, 203, 207, 221, 236

Invernesshire, 5, 112, 164
Ireland, 7, 26, 113, 136, 139, 191, 

235, 242, 253
Irish, 14, 19, 26, 28, 57, 64, 139, 244
Italian Renaissance, 58
Italy, 159
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144, 164
James St, 60, 61
Japan, 48, 152, 159
Jennings, James, 22
Jesuit Estate Act, 102, 248
jobbing, 23
John Street, 47
John Macdonald & Co, ix, 53, 125, 

126, 127, 131, 134, 221, 222, 224
Johnston, Hugh (Rev), viii, 2, 3, 10, 

23, 94, 229
Jones, Donald, ii, 1
Jordan St, 58
journals, vii, viii, 2, 12, 15, 16, 71, 72, 

73, 101, 111, 162, 163, 232, 242, 
243, 253

  entries, 15, 72, 73, 94, 96, 111, 235
Kansas City, 149
Kelso, J.J, 99
Keough, T.S, 12, 14, 15
kerosene, 137
Kidston, William, 26, 46
kindness, 64, 88, 108, 109, 162, 245
King Edward Hotel, 153, 238
King George V, 119
King Ranch, 149
King St, 14, 18, 68, 77, 78, 135, 147 
King Township, 156
King’s Cross, 98
Kingston, 12, 24, 135, 199
Kirkfield, 157, 158
Laidlaw, Annie Charity Ballantyne, 

116, 149, 150
Laidlaw, George, 148, 149, 155
Lake Ontario, 24, 33, 36, 116
Langley, Henry, 68
Langmuir, Gavin, 159
Langmuir, J.W, 90, 243, 246

languages, 93, 147, 150, 185, 187
Lansdowne, Lord and Lady, 96, 247
Large 103, 20, 53, 221, 224
Last Spike, 141
Last Will and Testament, v, 110, 112, 

123, 124, 125, 132, 231, 240, 253
Latin, 93, 147
Lauder, Abram W, 68
Leach, Rev Dr, 12, 94
Leacock, Stephen, 77, 142, 147
leader(s), 24, 49, 67, 141, 212, 246
leadership, ii, 57
  characteristics 211
learning, 1, 16, 23, 51, 63, 100, 101, 

148, 170, 186, 187, 189, 190, 195, 
203, 213

leaving home, 11, 101
lending money, 23, 
Lester, Sir Joseph, 98
Lewis, Helen, 115, 156, 232, 252
Lewis, Montgomerie, 92, 94, 115, 

140, 232
Lewis, Reggie, 115
Liberal, 46, 49, 58, 88, 99, 139, 141, 

223, 239
library, vii, ix, 22, 35, 40, 141, 238 
Lieutenant-Governor of Ontario, 46
Lighthouse Mission, 76
Lilywhite’s, 153
Limon, Christopher, 118
Limon, Elizabeth, 118
Limon, Timothy, 118
Lindsay, Allan, 118, 158
Lindsay, Bruce, 118, 158
Lindsay, Francis, 118, 157, 158, 253
Lindsay, Malcolm, 118, 158
Lindsay Hospital, 151
Lister Institute, 156
Liverpool, 139
logo, 220
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London, 26, 92, 98, 108, 130, 152, 
153, 175, 184, 198, 200, 231, 238

Lonsdale, 153
Lord & Lady Dufferin, 60, 139, 242
Lord Mayor of London, 184
Lowell, 137
Lower Canada, 7
lung, 16, 19, 29, 96, 137, 141
Lytle, Anne Margaret , 117, 118, 156
Lytle, Dorothy Anne (Dot), 94, 152, 

156, 158
Lytle, Esme Elizabeth, 117, 118, 156, 

159, 232
Lytle, Frederick Hunter, 117, 156, 

158
Lytle, Katharine Mary (Tad), 117, 

118, 143, 156
Lytle, William Frederick (Bill), vii, 

ix, 72, 117, 118, 142, 143, 144, 150 
156, 159, 162, 232, 233, 234, 245, 
246, 253

Macaulay, 184
Macdonald, Alan Alexander 

(grandson, son of Duncan), 122
Macdonald, Alexander (grandfather 

father; 1761-1828), 112, 113
Macdonald, Alexander (uncle), 112, 

113
Macdonald, Alexander (brother 

‘Sandy’), 51, 113, 114, 164, 227, 
253

Macdonald, Alexander Alcorn (8th 
child; 1867-1958), ), ix, 72, 85, 93, 
96, 114, 116, 139, 142, 143, 144, 
145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 
152, 153, 154, 156, 157, 158, 159, 
160, 163, 164, 232, 233, 245, 253

Macdonald, Amy Harvard (2nd 
child; 1852-1856), 24, 31, 70, 80, 
90, 94, 96, 97, 110, 114, 129, 130, 

137, 140, 165, 250, 251, 253
Macdonald, Annie Eliza (3rd child; 

1859), 82, 92, 93, 94, 114, 115, 
138, 140, 232

Macdonald, Annie Elizabeth nee 
Alcorn; 1833-1909 (2nd wife), 
28, 31, 46, 72, 81, 93, 95, 114, 117, 
125, 138, 140, 251

Macdonald, Arthur Nimmo (12th 
child; 1875-1947), 87, 92, 94, 96, 
114, 122, 128, 139, 144, 145, 152, 
153, 185, 222, 223, 252

Macdonald, Cathy (Duncan’s 
granddaughter), 122, 155

Macdonald, Diana June (A.A.’s 
daughter), 116, 118, 147, 150, 151, 
153, 156, 157, 158

Macdonald, Dorothy Annie (A.A.’s 
daughter), 116, 117, 156, 157, 232

Macdonald, Duncan (great-great 
grandfather; 1700-?), 112, 164, 
165

Macdonald, Duncan (half-brother), 
113, 130

Macdonald, Duncan Macgregor 
(11th child; 1873-1926), 86, 93, 
96, 114, 122, 139, 142, 144, 145, 
154, 155, 159, 160, 162, 222, 223, 
224, 233, 252

Macdonald, Duncan Graham 
(grandson, son of Duncan), 122

Macdonald, Eliza nee Hamilton; 
1832-1856 (1st wife), 22, 113, 
114, 137, 165, 251

Macdonald, Elizabeth nee Neilson 
(Senator’s mother; - 1836), 5, 9, 
135

Macdonald, Ethel Alberta (10th 
child; 1871-1955), 72, 73, 74, 86, 
93, 96, 96, 100, 114, 119, 121, 139, 
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141, 145, 233, 245, 252
Macdonald, George ( James Fraser’s 

son), 116
Macdonald, George Fraser ( James 

Fraser’s grandson), 116, 252
Macdonald, George G, 252
Macdonald, James (Duncan’s 

grandson), 122
Macdonald, James Fraser (7th child; 

1865-1950), 74, 84, 93, 103, 114, 
116, 125, 126, 127, 128, 129, 131, 
138, 144, 222, 223, 224, 227, 252, 
253

Macdonald, James M (half-brother), 
51, 113, 130Macdonald, James 
Ramsay ( James Fraser’s son), 116, 
252

Macdonald, Jean ( John Kidston’s 
daughter), 116, 154 

Macdonald, Jeanette (half-sister), 
113, 130

Macdonald, Jessie Eliza (1st child; 
1852-1856), 23, 27, 114, 137, 138, 
165, 251

Macdonald, Jock (Duncan’s 
grandson), 122, 156

Macdonald, John (great-grandfather, 
1735-?), 112, 165

Macdonald, John (father; 1791-
1866), 5, 112, 113

Macdonald, John (The Senator; 
1824-1890), vi, viii, ix, 1, 2, 3, 5, 
6, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16 17, 18, 
20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 
31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 39, 41, 42, 46, 
47, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 55, 56, 
57, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 
67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 
76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 87, 88, 89, 90, 
91, 92, 93, 94, 96, 98, 99, 100, 101, 

102, 103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 
109, 110, 113, 114, 142, 143, 144, 
145, 146, 164, 221, 222, 223, 234, 
237, 239, 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 
246, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251, 252, 
253

 appearance, 6, 29
 birth, 5
 books by Macdonald, 166, 205
 characteristics, 5, 6, 7
 children and grandchildren’s 

generations, 142
 death, 108
 family tree, 112, 114
 Last Will & Testament, 123
 pride in being Canadian 30 
 signature, 133
 schooling, 6, 11
 Senator, 1, 2, 3, 76, 95, 99, 102, 

103, 104, 105, 106, 107, 108, 111, 
112, 160, 250, 251

 timeline of his life, 135
Macdonald, John Kidston (6th child; 

1863-1926), 46, 62, 74, 93, 96, 
103, 114, 116, 125, 126, 127, 128, 
129, 131, 134, 138, 144, 145, 151, 
154, 223, 227, 232, 233, 237, 244, 
249, 252, 253

Macdonald, John ( James Fraser’s 
son), 116

Macdonald, John (son of Duncan), 
122

Macdonald, Sir John A. (Prime 
Minister), 88, 99, 100, 102, 140, 
141, 145, 160

Macdonald, Judy (Duncan’s 
granddaughter), vii, ix, 75, 122, 
155

Macdonald, Lucie Elizabeth (5th 
child; 1862-1937), vii, 46, 83, 90, 
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93, 94, 98, 106, 114, 115, 122, 138, 
140, 141, 142, 159, 160, 161, 164, 
232, 237, 238 

Macdonald, Margaret Rosalys 
(granddaughter), 116, 118

Macdonald, Maggie (half-sister), 
113, 130

Macdonald, Margie (Duncan’s 
granddaughter), 122, 155

Macdonald, Marion Louisa (4th 
child; 1860), 83, 92, 94, 114, 115, 
138, 140, 164
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Duncan), 154, 155 

Macdonald, Muriel Ballantyne 
(Duncan’s daughter), 122, 154, 
155, 156

Macdonald, Nellie (half-sister), 113, 
130

Macdonald, Peter (A.A.’s grandson), 
118

Macdonald, Peter (Duncan’s son), 
154, 162

Macdonald, Sheila (Duncan’s 
granddaughter), 122, 156

Macdonald, Winnifred “Winnie” 
Julia (9th child; 1869-1955), 85, 
93, 94, 96, 98, 103, 114, 118, 139, 
141, 142, 145, 146, 152, 156

Macdonald, Winnifred ‘Julia’ ( John 
Kidston’s daughter), 116, 154, 252

Macfarlane, Walter, 12, 19, 136, 137
Mackenzie, William Lyon, 108, 136
Mackenzie, William (Prime 

Minister), 88, 139, 140
Mackenzie, Sir William, 145
Manchester, 28, 127, 239
Manitoba, 139
Manly, Rev, 19
Manson House, 184

manufacturing, 13, 24, 58, 140, 176, 
231, 241

marbles, 74, 146, 185
Maritimes, 19, 138
Marlborough Ave, 70
Marlatt Kenneth, 118, 157
Marlatt, Kenneth Dean, 118
Marlatt, Peter, 118
Marlatt, Rosalys, 118
marriage, 16, 22, 28, 29, 31, 63, 92, 

94. 106, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 
117, 118, 119, 122, 137, 138, 140, 
141, 149, 150, 151, 152, 154, 156, 
157, 158, 160, 164, 165, 196, 204, 
223, 227, 234

Martinique, 130
Martyn, Lucy Booth, vii, 76, 229
Mason, W.T, 94
Maycock, Jim, 156
Maycock, Jock, 156
Maycock, John, vii, ix, 122, 156
Maycock, Sheila, 156
Maycock, William, 122, 155, 156
Mayor, 68, 90, 184, 241, 243
McCormick, Cyrus, 46
McCormick, Mary, 45, 46, 145
McDowell, Mrs, 72
McGill Square, 65, 67, 100
McGill St, 100
McInness, Senator, 98
McKillop, David Archibald, vii, 74, 

118, 119, 233, 245, 252
McKillop, Dawneen, vii, ix, 112, 118, 

233, 235, 245, 252
McKillop, Donald D, 119
McKillop, Malcolm, 119
McMaster, William, 24, 34, 57, 58, 

243, 246
McMaster University, 34
McMurrich, John, 58
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McNab, Alice, 69
medal, 11, 119, 149
Mercer, Adam G, 110
Merchant Prince, viii, ix, 2, 68, 145, 

162, 175, 184, 198, 229
Merrith, William Mandeville, 132
Methodist, v, ix, 1, 12, 14, 15, 16, 19, 

22, 23, 27, 29, 48, 55, 58, 59, 62, 
63, 64, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 74, 
76, 98, 99, 102, 110, 130, 136, 139, 
140, 144, 145, 163, 223, 240, 241, 
243, 244, 245, 246

Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Canada, 69

Methodist General Conference, 99
Métis, 141
Metropolitan Wesleyan Methodist 

Church, 65, 66, 67, 94, 139, 232, 
234, 244

Metropolitan United Church, ix, 
230, 232

Mexico, 105
military, 5, 31, 103, 144, 155, 172
militia, 152, 237
Militia and Volunteer Bill, 47
Milligan, Mary Eveline, 116, 151
Mimico, 99
minister, 16, 19, 76, 96, 145, 183, 186, 

188, 196, 198, 200, 204, 244
ministry, 15, 19, 163
misconduct, 11
missionaries, 15, 19, 59, 118, 119, 

138, 139, 140, 142, 144, 146
Missionary Society, 48, 65, 139, 232, 

240
Montreal, 23, 57, 58, 67, 102, 103, 

139, 245
Moore, George, 108, 230, 249
More, Hannah, 200
Morrow, Brenda, 115

Morrow, Curzon, 115
Morrow, James, 92, 94, 115, 140, 243
mother, 5, 7, 9, 10, 26, 51, 61, 63, 65, 

73, 78, 96, 121, 130, 131, 136, 150, 
151, 152, 156, 158, 164, 165, 186, 
190, 251, 252, 253

mother-in-law, 251
movies, 54, 153
Mowat, Oliver (Ontario Premier), 

69, 99, 108, 139
Muddy York, 50
Mulock, Sir William, 163
Murchison, Mary, 158
Murchison, Olive, 158
Musical Ride (RCMP), 157
musician, 46
Mutual Benefit Society, 88, 245
Nancy (ship), 19
National Policy, 88, 140
nature, 2, 19, 30, 33, 48, 70, 74, 78, 

79, 93, 102, 132, 179, 183, 209, 
213, 214, 

Necropolis Cemetery, vii, 94, 108, 
109, 114, 116, 118, 119, 137, 154, 
232, 249

negro, 19, 48, 145
Nethersoil & Company, 19
New Brunswick, 139
New York, 27, 58, 60, 102, 105, 106, 

137, 138, 139, 169, 176 
New York Times, 102, 248
New Zealand, 184
Newbigging House, 31
Newfoundland and Labrador, 100, 

101, 141, 242, 248
Newry, 7, 136
Newsboys Boxing, 153, 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, 159
Nimmo, David, 6, 7, 136
No Mean City, 163
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1802-1897), 29, 72, 114, 144, 251

North American Hotel, 31
Northwest Territories, 48, 59, 139
North West Rebellion, 141
North York General Hospital, 118
Northamptonshire, 6, 136
Northern Railway, 24, 137
Nova Scotia, 26, 139
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O’Brien, Colonel, 102
O’Hughes, John, 132
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95, 96, 98, 105, 106, 113, 125, 126, 
128, 129, 138, 141, 162, 163, 164, 
165, 168, 223, 227, 232, 238, 239, 
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  trees, 33, 138, 214, 238
Oakville, 118, 157
obituaries, 108, 110
obligations, 23, 178, 193, 201, 202, 

216
Ontario Hockey Association (OHA) 

Championship, 147
Ontario, 11, 12, 46, 49, 56, 58, 59, 66, 

67, 69, 90, 92, 108, 110, 116, 118, 
130, 137, 139, 140, 149, 170, 234, 
235, 237, 238, 239, 241, 242, 243, 
244, 246, 253

Orangeman, 102
Order of the British Empire, 119, 

121
Order of Victoria and Albert, 247
Oriole Road, 151, 152, 154, 157, 158, 

159
orphanage, 98
Ottawa, 47, 80, 96, 115, 138, 140, 

155, 160
Packard car, 157, 158

Panama Canal, 151
Paris, 158, 184
parish, 15, 108
Park Hospital, 130, 253
Parliament, 47, 88, 140, 164, 172, 

247, 254
partnership, 103, 127, 128, 129, 131, 

132, 134, 222, 223, 227, 237
patience, 63, 180, 181, 186, 187, 188, 

202, 203, 209, 210, 211, 213, 214, 
215, 216, 218

Peabody, George, 174, 175, 198, 200, 
201

Peacock, Edward, 148
Pearl Harbour, 152
Pearson, Marmaduke, 24
PEI (see Prince Edward Island) 
Persia, 184
persistence, 211
Perth, 5, 114, 135, 162, 250
Petawawa, 159
philosophy, 16, 64, 110, 140
 Macdonald U of T Scholarship, 

110, 129, 250
picnic, 33, 76, 
Pilgrim’s Progress, 145
Pique (ship), 11
poems, 16, 17, 19, 27, 60, 72, 79, 108, 

111, 177, 178, 179, 237, 242
poet, 1, 106, 209, 233
poetry, 16, 53, 165, 183
Poland, 159
police, 90
politician, 1, 56, 108, 166
politics, 2, 7, 46, 49, 53, 55, 57, 58, 

59, 89, 99, 100, 102, 139, 145, 160, 
223, 237, 239, 240, 247

Ponty (see A.A. Macdonald) 
population statistics, 58, 90, 136, 138, 

241
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Port Maria, 19
Potters’ Field, 137
Potts, Rev. John, 110
porte cochère, 45, 46
poverty, 64, 183
Prant (see A.A. Macdonald) 
pray, 6, 106, 141
prayer, 12, 14, 15, 74, 88, 92, 94, 105, 

163, 246
Prayer Hall, 147
prayer meetings, 66
preaching, 2, 15, 16, 23, 59, 66, 72, 

76, 89, 94, 136, 137, 145, 231, 237
Presbyterian, 2, 6, 14, 16, 69, 223, 

241, 243, 246
Presbyterian Home for Alaskan 

Girls, 106
president, 34, 57, 59, 60, 99, 102, 116, 

139, 175, 244
President of the USA, 175
prices, 53, 103, 126, 145, 176
 beef, 13
 chickens, 13
 dry good, 225
 home rentals, 13
 pork, 13
Prince Edward Island (PEI), 139, 

242
Prince of Wales, 247
Princess of Wales Theatre, 77
principles, 1, 15, 20, 23, 48, 53, 98, 

100, 109, 169, 171, 173, 176, 179, 
187, 188, 197, 200, 201, 203, 205, 
207, 208, 210, 212

pro tanto, (partial payment made 
when a claim is made), 130

problem solving, 11
profit, 27, 53, 131, 138, 173, 174, 176, 

181, 185, 191, 192, 200, 201, 205, 
209, 221, 247

prostitutes, 26
Providence, 92, 172, 174, 224, 246
public speaking, 15, 47
punish, 11, 74, 162
Punshon, W.M, 68, 69, 244
Quebec, 48, 49, 59, 69, 102, 136, 139, 

170, 242
Quebec City, 15
Quebec Compensation Act, 102
Quebec Conference, 48, 49, 
Quebec scheme, 48
Queen Elizabeth II, 153, 157, 158
Queen Mother, 121
Queen Street, 25, 60, 61, 65, 67
Queen Victoria, 98, 136, 138, 141, 

175, 242
Queen’s College, 12, 136
Queen’s Equerry, 158
Queen’s Park, 92, 129, 152
Queen’s University, 12
Queenston Heights, 34
raising children, 164, 246
Raising of Lazarus, 7, 9
rebellion, 7, 136, 139, 141
recommendations, 19, 19, 59, 63, 65, 

130
Red River Expedition, 173, 174
Reform Association of Upper 

Canada, 58
Reform Party, 46, 48, 56, 58, 163, 

230, 239
regents, 99
regiment, 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 15, 16, 30, 

49, 102, 135, 136, 137, 144, 152, 
162, 228, 229, 234, 237

religion, 1, 2, 6, 7, 12, 14, 15, 16, 30, 
48, 49, 64, 67, 78, 88, 92, 94, 98, 
102, 103, 111, 158, 163, 182, 221, 
223, 227

representation by population, 48, 139
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restraint, 20, 31, 42, 110, 190
Richmond Street Chapel, 16
Richey, Rev. Matthew, 14
Rideau Hall, 96, 247
Riel, Louis, 139, 141
Robinson, Dr, 72
Robinson, John Beverley, 46
Rockefeller , John D, 174
Rotten Row, 152
Ross, Murray G, 24
Rothschild Family, 195, 196
Routledge, Mr, 116
Routledge, J, ix, 116, 233, 252
Royal Canadian Institute, 140
Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

(RCMP), 157, 158, 253
 Commissioner, 157, 158, 253
 Musical Ride, 157
Russia, 105, 137, 139
Ryerson, Egerton, 68, 244, 245
Sabbath, 12, 19, 23, 62, 66, 70, 74, 91, 

182, 202
sabre fighting, 147
Sackville St, 47, 245
St. Andrew’s Church, 12
St. Clair Ave, 31, 35, 116
St. Hilda’s St, 156
St. James Cathedral, 14, 18, 26, 137
St. James Cemetery, 154, 251
St. John (NB), 137
St. John’s (Nfld), 101
St. Lawrence Centre for the 

Performing Arts, 52
St. Lawrence Hall, 51
St. Lawrence rapids, 137
St. Lawrence Ward, 231, 248, 249
St. Lucia, 6, 135
St. Paul’s, 105, 141
St. Paul’s Church, 242
St. Thomas Church, 158

salaries, 13, 14, 16, 58, 98, 103
Salvation Army, 76, 98, 119, 141,  

163
Sardinia, 137
scholarship, 93, 110, 129, 250
school, 7, 11, 17, 23, 33, 40, 46, 57, 

66, 74, 76, 78, 79, 90, 98, 99, 145, 
147, 148, 158, 170, 179, 185, 187, 
198, 239, 247, 252

science, 16, 213, 221, 253
‘scoundrel,’ 70, 163 
Scotland, 5, 24, 26, 51, 112, 114, 135, 

159, 164, 249, 250, 251, 253
Scotsman, 1, 30
Scott, Richard, 100
Scottish, v, 5, 6, 10, 34, 46, 48, 49, 

100, 138, 151, 165
Second Battalion Fort York, 159 
self-doubt, 16, 
self-importance, 214
self-made man, 1
sergeant, 5, 6, 135, 136, 144
servants, 46, 65, 197, 244
service to community, 15, 23
Seventh Light Field Ambulance 

Unit, 159
Severn, 13
Shaftesbury Hall, 60, 61, 139
Shakespeare, 19
Shannon (ship), 27
ships, 11, 27, 171, 172, 173, 177, 188, 

198, 240
shipments, 53, 221, 243
shipwreck, 17, 27, 138, 189, 192
Sierra Leone, 48
Silver, Beryl, 115
silver, 67, 78, 176, 184
Simpson, John, 118
Simpson, Thomas, 118
sin, 15, 19, 70
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singer, 6
Sioux, 105
Sissons, C.B, 99
Sitting Bull, 105
Sixth Pacific Division, 159
slaves, 48, 64, 135, 220
Smith, A.M, 46, 58
Smith, Goldwin, 99
Smith, Rev. J.V, 244
smoking, 46, 76, 105, 151, 199
smoking jacket, 225
social concerns, 66, 90, 98
social disasters, 26
social harmony, 70
social justice, 149, 246
social scene, 151, 153, 163, 175
social services, 1, 12, 15, 57, 89, 90
social vocation, 27
social welfare, 90, 110
son, 5, 46, 57, 61, 63, 70, 78, 92, 93, 

103, 125, 142, 148, 158, 162, 163, 
164, 186, 192, 202, 222, 232, 237, 
251, 252, 253

song, 234, 239
South Sea Bubble, 181
Spadina, 163
Spadina House, 34
Spain, 105, 182
speeches, 46, 48, 62, 69, 88, 91, 92, 

99, 193, 244
Speaker of the House, 88
speculation, 12, 62, 181, 182, 194, 

202
spirit, 2, 19, 92, 100, 101, 106, 177, 

180, 192, 213, 218
spiritual, 15
Spitfire airplane, 159
Spokane Falls, 105, 141
sportsman, 248
stagecoach, 135

stained glass window, 7, 40 42, 44, 
235

 Caelestia Sequor, 42, 43
 Nemo Me Impune Lacessit, 42, 43
Stayner, T.S, 57
stepmother, 49
Stevenson, Adam, 166
Stowe, Dr. Emily, 140
Strangle, Dr, 106
study(ies), 11, 14, 15, 16, 46, 76, 93, 

99, 136, 147, 148, 155, 157, 167, 
180, 187, 203, 212, 241, 245,  
250, 252

success, v, 2, 20, 23, 27, 57, 59, 62,  
63, 64, 69, 76, 89, 93, 100, 103, 
106, 109, 110, 111, 142, 166-203, 
205, 207, 208, 210, 211, 213-216, 
220, 221, 222, 224, 229, 240, 243, 
247, 250

 lecture 166-203
 summary of advice 203-204
 summary of failure 202
Sumach St, 47 
Sunday School, 23, 33, 79, 247
Swift, Mrs, 186
Switzerland, 139
symphony orchestra, 46
“take stock” (see inventory) 
Tammany Ring, 176
tariff, 59, 138, 140, 175
taxation, 58
Taylor, John, 57
Taylor and Stevenson Company, 23
teaching, 3, 6, 7, 57, 64, 142, 147, 

191, 203, 216, 243, 244, 253
teen, 76
telephone, 76, 160, 233
temperance, 62, 76, 111, 181, 202, 

217
Temperance Hall, 60
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tennis, 152, 153
terriers, 93, 148, 149, 151, 157
Texas, 149
Thanksgiving, 94, 242, 246, 247
The Globe, 53, 56, 69, 100, 101, 103, 

106, 108, 140, 141, 163, 228, 231, 
243

The Ranch, 149, 151
The Shelter, 76
theology, 7, 14, 15, 70, 240, 248
Thomas, Clara, 233, 237
Thompson, Austin Seton, 163, 164
Thompson, John, 101
Thompson, W.J, 56 
Thompson and Pearson, 24
Thornton, Henry, 200
Thornton Family, 201
tithe, 145
transit, 90
throat, 19, 29, 96, 137, 141, 179
Tories, 46
Toronto, 1, 2, 7, 9, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 

16, 19, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 30, 
31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 46, 47, 49, 50, 
51, 53, 54, 56, 57, 58, 59, 64, 65, 
66, 68, 69, 72, 76, 80, 88, 90, 91, 
92, 99, 103, 105, 110, 113, 114, 
115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 122, 125, 
127, 129, 130, 132, 135, 136, 137, 
138, 139, 140, 141, 142, 144, 145, 
148, 150, 152, 159, 164, 166, 168, 
173, 199, 205, 221, 224, 234, 236, 
237, 238, 240, 241, 243, 246, 248, 
249, 250, 252, 253

Toronto Board of Trade, 25, 26, 51, 
59, 141

Toronto Chamber of Commerce, 100
Toronto (Don) Jail, 14, 25, 91, 140, 

162
Toronto General Hospital, vii, 1, 47, 

53, 59, 96, 97, 110, 129, 138, 139, 
140, 228, 239, 247

Toronto Hunt Club, 76
Toronto Stock Exchange, 25, 137, 

138, 140
Toronto the good, 2
Toronto West Circuit, 23, 237
Toronto West Riding, 46, 138 
tortoise & hare, 189, 211
town hall, 137
trade, 12, 19, 20, 24, 28, 57, 88, 100, 

103, 137, 139, 169, 170, 171, 174, 
175, 179, 181, 183, 184, 185, 189, 
198, 200, 201, 209, 211, 222, 241

translations, 16, 59, 93
travel, 1, 2, 7, 19, 22, 26, 53, 72, 80, 

90, 92, 96, 98, 100, 101, 103, 105, 
137, 141, 145, 147, 157, 170, 172, 
181, 224, 244, 253

treasurer, 48, 65
treaty, 49, 88, 138, 139, 209
tributes, 56, 69, 108
trowels, 67, 68, 125, 200, 243
trustee, 59, 65, 68, 99, 130, 139, 140, 

232, 244, 250
truth, 6, 63, 64, 74, 171, 190, 193, 

194, 195, 196, 197, 203, 208, 209, 
210, 216, 217

tuberculosis, 16, 27, 94
Turkey, 137
turkey, 150
Tyre, 183, 184
Ulster, 24
understanding, 19, 217, 225
United Canada, 24, 231, 239
United Kingdom, 24, 98, 241
United States of America, 19, 58, 65, 

88, 102, 103, 105, 106, 169, 175, 
187, 198, 246

University Avenue, 47
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University of Heidelberg, 147
University of Toronto, 99, 129, 141, 

147, 240, 253
University of Toronto Philosophy 

Scholarship, 110, 129
Upper Canada Bible Society, 102
Upper Canada College (UCC), 77, 

78, 99, 135, 142, 147, 223, 245, 
252, 253

 Houses: Jackson, McHugh, Wedd, 
147

 sports program, 147
Upper Canada Tract Society, 102
Uxbridge, 68, 243
Vallee, Rudy, 158
Van Ryswyk, Peter, iii
Vanier, Georges P, iii
Venetian-Gothic, 31
vice-president, 99, 102
Victoria, 105, 106
Victoria College, 1, 48, 69, 70, 99, 

163, 240, 244
Victoria County, 148
Victoria House, 136
Victoria Road, 147, 158
Victoria University, 53, 93, 99, 110, 

129, 240
Victorian, 1, 26, 27, 31, 53, 73, 74, 

78, 145
Viggiani, Brother Dominic, vii, 45, 

46, 239
visiting the sick, 15, 59
wages (see salaries)
Wall St, 63, 182
warehouse, 13, 31, 32, 33, 51, 52, 53, 

88, 89, 102, 103, 125, 126, 127, 
128, 137, 138, 140, 145, 154, 163, 
164, 185, 187, 211, 219, 221, 223, 
224, 225, 226, 245, 246, 249, 253

 accident, 88, 140, 246

watch, 12
waterfront, 25
wealth, 1, 17, 22, 29, 31, 60, 64, 110, 

138, 154, 175, 176, 177, 183, 184, 
199, 201, 205, 215, 216, 243

wedding (see marriage) 
Welland Canal, 135
Wellington, 6, 13
Wellington, Duke, 135
Wellington, General, 175
Wellington Street, 24, 31, 32, 88, 

125, 137, 138, 140, 221
Wesley, Charles, 15, 236
Wesley, John, 15, 236
Wesleyan, 15, 16
Wesleyan Conference, 69, 244
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 

Society, 48
West Indies, 19, 100, 137, 138, 141
Western Canada, 102, 103
Whitaker, Edith, 116
Whitfield, W, 25, 26
wholesaler, 1, 7, 20, 23, 24, 25, 26,  

28, 29, 53, 57, 63, 99, 103, 137, 
138, 142, 145, 181, 224, 249

widow(er), 29, 154, 155, 251
wife, 16, 22, 27, 31, 70, 76, 92, 96,  

97, 98, 109, 110, 113, 117,  
125-132, 138, 140, 141, 146,  
148, 156, 180, 196, 234, 244,  
247, 251, 252, 253

Wilberforce, William, 200
Wilkie, T.J, 24
Wilkes, Robert, 80, 243
Wilmington, 194
William Kidston & Sons, 26, 46
Wilson, Daniel, 24
Wimbledon, 152, 253
Woodlawn Ave, 145
Worts family, 24
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Women’s Royal Canadian Naval 
Service (WRCNS), 159

the Word, 15, 89, 186, 216
World War I (WW I), 58, 147, 163, 

247, 253
World War II (WW II), 158, 152, 

155
Wycliffe College, 110, 130
Yellowstone Park, 105, 141
Yonge St, 14, 16, 20, 31, 33, 50, 70, 

91, 137, 145, 221, 224, 245
Yonge Street Methodist Church, 70, 

232, 244
Yonge Street United Church, 250
York, 25, 50, 56, 135, 
York Club, 159
York County, 34, 132, 240

York St, 25
York Township, 31
York University, vii, viii, 231, 233, 

235
Yorkville, 15, 31, 34, 68, 136, 245
Young Men’s Christian Association 

(YMCA), v, vii, 1, 23, 24, 26, 59, 
60, 61, 62, 65, 72, 98, 100, 110, 
119, 137, 139, 140, 141, 166, 167, 
229, 243, 245

young man/men, 12, 14, 20, 24, 60, 
62, 72, 98, 146, 148, 152, 154, 166, 
167, 176, 180, 181, 182, 185, 186, 
187, 188, 189, 190, 191, 192, 194, 
195, 196, 203, 214, 216, 221, 235

zeal, 7, 12, 66, 187, 203
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